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Sir Hans Sloane, Bart. 
PRESIDENT 
Ui mod MIN 
Royal Society, and M. D. 


1 
T is with the greateſt 
Satisfaction that I now lay 
before you the Performance 
of thoſe Commands, with 
which you were pleaſed to 
honour me, of collecting 
the Chirurgical Pieces which 
were ſingly publiſhed by 

Mr BRCRETI in his Life time. 
85 6. 


* 
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ii DE DIcATTION. 


This Gentleman might be 
ſaid to have been begotten in 
his Profeſſion, as being the Son 
of Mr Isaac BECK ET T, Sur- 
geon of Abington in Berk- 
ſhire, where he was born in 


the Year 1604. 


He received his Education 
under Mr PLEpwELL, then 
Maſter of the excellent Free 
Grammar-School belonging 
to that Town, ſerved four 
Years of his Apprenticeſhip 
with his Father, and the 
three laſt with MrJo/ephBate- 
man, of St Thomas's Hoſp:tal 
In Southwark. 


Mr BECKETr 


DzprcatIon. iii 

Mr BecketT died, Six, 

at his Siſter's Houſe in Abing- 
ton, November the 28th 1738, 
in the gAth Year of his Age, 


and lies interred in St Hellex's 
Church there. 


Of this his Native Place, 
he drew up a Brief Account 
of it's Hiftory and —_ 


tres * 


A faithful Account of 
his WriT1xGs is prefixed to 
this Volume; your Generous 
Patronage of which, hewould 
himſelf have looked upon as 


*See Mr AsH Mo“ xE's Antiquities of Berk- 
ſhire, 3 Vols, 8vo. p. 111 of Vol. ift. 
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the greateſt Honour and 
Friendſhip that could be con- 
ferred on his Labours, and 
for which, I moſt humbly 
requeſt your 'Acceptance of 
the Grateful Acknowledg- 
ments of, 


SIR, 
u Obedient, 
And Obliged, 
| Haunbie Servant, 
„ 
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N the Year 1709, He Publiſhed, 

I. Chirurgical Remarks, Occafioned by the 
Death of a CniLD, whoſe Cas was 
printed in that Year by Daniel Turner, 
Surgeon, To theſe Remarks Mr Beckett 
ſubjoined, An Account of a Wound of 
the Brain by a Bullet ; with Reflections 
thereon, 


vi An Account of 


thereon. And at the End of this TRACr, 
Mr Beckett gave an Advertiſement that He 
had almoſt ready for the Preſs, Annota- 
tions and Practical Obſervations on the 
Learned and Ingenious Monſieur GENDRON'S 
Enguiries into the Nature, Knowledge and 
Cure of CANCERS. | 
II. In the Year 1711, He publiſhed New 
D1scoveRiEs relating to the Cure of CAx- 
ERS. l berein the painful Methods of cut- 
ting them off, and conſiming them by Cauf- 
tics are rejected, and that of diſſokving the 
Cancerous Subſtance is recommended ; with 
various Inſtances of his Succeſs in this 
Practice on Perſons reputed incurable. 
Alſo a Solution of Four curious Problems con- 
cerning CAnCERrs, viz. I. Whether the 
| Cancerous Juice ic carroſive or not. II. M he- 
ther Cancers are contagious or not. III. Whe- 
ther if the extirpating a Cancerous Breaſt 
happens to be ſucceſsful, it ought to be looked 
upon as a Conſequence of performing the 
Operation better than our Predeceſſors, 
IV. Whether a Salivation will Cure a Can- 
cer. 
_ This Treatiſe came to a Second Edition 
the follcwing Year 1712: To which, beſides 
ome Correfions, Mr BEckETT added Two 
other Problems with their Soluttons, viz. 
V. Whether Cancers are curable by Cauſtics. 
e | | | VI. Whether 
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VI. Whether Cancers are curable by 
Internal Medicines. In this Piece all that 
he promiſed relating to GenDRON is inſert- 
ed. And to the preſent Third Edition He 
ſubjoined, by way of Poſtſcript, a very 
valuable Receipt for the Cure of Cancers, 
which he informs us was communicated to 
him by his late eminent Brother Surgeon 
Mr Dobyns of Snow- Hill, He had it from 
Mr Pain a Gentleman of Northampton- 
ſhire, in whoſe Family it had been, in the 
higheſt Eſteem, for above 200 Years. 
Mr Beckett likewiſe adds, that he tranſcrib- 
ed it from the Original Manuſcript. 

At the End of the Second Edition of his 
Treatiſe on Cancers, Mr Beckett gave au 
Advertiſement that He was then prepar- 
« ing for the Preſs, Chirurgical Collections, 
te which would conſiſt of His own Obſer- 
vation of uncommon Caſes, alſo, the moſt 
curious things relating to Surgery, taken 
ee from the Performances of the German 
% Eruditi, in their Ada Lipſiæ, the Miſcel- 
, lanea Curio/a, Phibſplica Tranſactions. 
Memoirs for the Curious, Voyages, Tra- 
« vels, Natural Hiſtories of Counties, and 
many other things that would afford 
© uſeful Obſervations. In this Collection 
vas to be a great number of Figures of 
« Caſes, Inſtruments, Machines, Cc. all 

e curiouſly 


* > 


viii A Account of 
. curiouſly engraven on Copper Plates. 
“This Undertaking was wholly deſigned 
« for the Improvement of the Art of 
« Surgery; and the Introduction to it was 
« to give an Account of our famous Eng- 
id Writers in Phyfc and Surgery, for 
* many hundred Years paſt.” | 
The great. and deſerved Prattice which 
attended Mr Beckett's New Method of curing , 
Cancers, obliged him to poſtpone the Publi- 
cation of his Chirurgical Colleions, as above 
recited; and which, upon a mature Delibera- 
tion, he changed into a much more extenſive 
and uſeful Deſign; and, by Mr Janys at the 
Weſt-End of St Paul's, and Mr Hooke in 
Fleet-ftreet, Bookſellers, He publiſhed Pre- 
pojals for printing by Subſeripton in 2 Volumes 
4to, An Account of the Lives, Characters, 
and Writings, both Manuſcript and Printed, 
of the moſt eminent Britiſb Authors--in 
Phyjic, Surgery, Anatomy, Pharmacy, Bo- 
tany and Chemiſtry, from the Conqueſt to 
the Year 1721. To which was to be added, 
A large Collection of Records, principally 
taken from the Tower, containing Grants of 
particular Favours and Privileges to the moſt 
noted Phyficians and Surgeons by the Kings 
of this Realm for many hundred Vears; 
whereby, beſides other curious Affairs not 
to be met with elſewhere, the Time in 
which 
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which they lived was to be aſcertained, 
as to ſeveral of them, has hitherto remain- 
ed abſolutely undetermined. The whole 
faithfully collected and reduced to the moſt 
exact Order of Time. 

This Work was propoſed at. the Price of 
one Guinea in Sheets. 
Between the Years 1717 and 1720, Mr 
Beckett publiſhed in the Philoſophical Tran- 


ſactions, Three Letters concerning the H/- 


tory of the Anti my” of the Venereal Diſeaſe. 
I. To 7 Doug la 4. To Dr Wagſtaffe. 
III. To Dr Hal Proving That Diiſcaſe to 
have been &nown and Aa in England long 


before the Diſcovery. of the Meſt-Indies. 


Of theſe Pieces Dr Aſtruc, a French 


Phyſician, full of the Vanity peculiar to his 


Countrymen, ſeems doubtful as to their 


Proof, becauſe he had never ſeen the Manu- 
ſcripts, nor rare printed Authorities, cited by 
Mr Beckett ; and treating of Dr Turner's 
Syphilis, ſpeaks ſlightly of that Gentleman, 
becauſe he is of the ſame Opinion with 
Mr Beckett. 

From the Publication of a ſmall Pamphlet 
conſiſting but of 24 Pages, 8vo, Intituled, 


« Letter from a Gentleman at Rome, to 


« his Friend in London, giving an Account 
« of ſome very ſurprizing Cures in the 
% King's-Evil by the Touch, (of the Che- 
2 -- Valier De St George) lately effected in the 


b Ss... N 


* 


x | An Account of Ki 


« Neighbourhood of that | City, 2721. 


« Wherein is contained the compleateſt 


_ « Hiſtory of this miraculous Power, for- 


te merly practiced by the Kings of England, 
e ever yet made public; the Certainty of 
te which is confirmed by the moſt eminent 
« Writers of this Nation, both Catbolics 
« and Proteſtants, as, Malmſbury, Alu- 
« red, Brompton, Polydore Virgil, Harps- 
te field, &c. and Drs Tooker, Heylin, Mt 


* Collier, Mr Echard, &c. Tranſlated out 


te of the Talian. And the following Mot- 


to prefixed by the Catholic Tranſlator, viz, 


King Edward the Confeſſor, was the firſt 
that cured this Diſtemper, and from him it 
has deſcended as an Hereditary Miracle up- 
on All his Succeſſors. To diſpute the Mat- 
ter of Fact, is to go to the Exceſs of Step- 
ticiſm, to deny our Sexe, and to be incre- 
dulous even to Ridiculouſneſs.” See Colliers 
Eccleſiaſt. Hiſtory Vol. 1. 

Mr Beckett took an immediate Occaſion 
to explode all theſe Legendary Aſſertions, 
and fully proved the Truth of Mr Colliers 
poſitive ih dixit to lye on the other 
fide of the Queſtion, in two Letters which 
he Publiſhed, I. To Dr Steigerthal, intituled 
« A Free and Impartial Enquiry into the An- 
* tiquity and Efficacy of Touching for the 
« Kng's-Evil.” II. To Sir Hans Sloane in 
order to a compleat Confutation of that 
. 
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« ſuppoſed ſupernatural Power deſcending 
« from Edward the Confeſſor to the ſuc- 
* ceeding Kings of England. Alſo, A 
e Diſſertation concerning the ancient Me- 
* thod made uſe of, for the curing Diſeaſes 
e by Charms, Amulets, &c,” To which is 
added, A Collection of Records. 

When in the Year 1722, it was fear- 
ed that we ſhould be viſited with the 
Plague in England, after it had raged fo 
violently at Marſeilles in France; Dr Mead 
publiſhed his Preſervati ve againſt Peſtilen- 
tial Diſtempers. And, among ſeveral other 
New Pieces written, and Old ones revived 
upon this Occaſion, Mr Becket voluntarily 
lent his helping Hand for the good of his 
Country, by giving his Judgment, and Pub- 
Iiſhing (Anonymouſly) A Collection of Pieces 
Written during the Plagues, which happen- 
ed in the two laſt Centuries, 

Mr BecxETT's Chirurgical Obſervations, 
made at St Thomas's Hoſpital Southwark ; 
Publiſhed laſt Summer, were prepared for 
the Preſs by Himſelf, and Inſcribed to Sir 
Hans Shane and the Royal Society. 


ba 43 
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Sir HANS SLOANE. 


Honoured Sir, 


"THE laſt Paper Mr Beckett ever wrote, 
was an Addreſs to you for a private 
Favour; in which he ſays, he likewiſe had 
reaſon to believe that Dr Mead would be 
his Friend. He therein acquainted you 
that he had ©© contracted ſuch a Cold by fit- 
« ting to write, with his Neck againſt a 
ce North- Window, as he feared; would be 
« his Death; and if fo, adds he, it may be 
c ſaid I dye a Martyr to the Improvement 
ce of the Hiſtory of Phyſie and Surgery.” 
Thus concluded his Paper which he did not 
live to ſign; it was found among his Co/- 
lections relating to the Lives F the Britiſh 
Phyficians, Surgeons, &c. He had copied 
fair, for the Preſs, the: greateſt part of his 
Papers; and tho' it was an unfinſbed Work, 
yet from his Character, and the great 
Pains he had taken, I knew it would be 
very acceptable to the Public. According- 
ly put it to the Preſs, and intended to have 
75 it in two Volumes in Octavo. Voung 
B ***#* was recommended to me as 


a proper 
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a proper Editor: I ſent for him and ſhew- 
ed him the Papers; but ſoon found, that he 
was much too young both in Character and 
Ability for ſuch an Undertaking. I printed 
one Sheet, in Ocravo, (of which there 
were but two Copies taken off) upon this, 
Dr Milward informed me, that he had been 
for ſome Years compiling An Univerſal 
Hiſtory of Phyfic. He expreſſed his Deſire 
of purchaſing Mr Beckett's Papers, and be- 
ing fully convinced, from his Learning and 
Candour, that he would. do Juſtice to the 
Autbor's Memory, I readily let him have 
them. And Sir, that you, might in ſome 
meaſure be apprized of Mr Beckett's PL Ax, 
I have to this Volume prefixed his Intro- 
duction to the Work. 


I Remain, 
Honoured Sir, 
Your Moſt Obliged, 
And Obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


| E. CURLL, 


INTRODUCTION 
r 
HIS 10 RY 
10 F 


rere ind SURGERY. | 


Concerning the Antient b State of e ne, 
and the Antiquity of the Pradice of Phy- 
10 and Surgery. 


RITAIN has 1 very happy in 
furniſhing the World, in very early 
Times, with a great Number of famous 
and learned ,Men, Of the firſt Sort were 
the Druyde, who, it is ſaid, had their 
Original and Name from Druys Sarronus 
the fourth King of the Ce/fs, who died 
Anno Mundi 2069. Next the Bardi, who 
celebrated the illuſtrious Deeds of famous 
Men, who had their Name from Bardus 
Druydus the fifth King of the Celts. Ceſar 
aſſures us, (and a noble Teſtimony it is) 
that the Learning of the Druydi, was firſt 
invented 


* 
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invented in Britain, and from thence tmnſ- 
ferred to France; and that, in his Time, 
thoſe of France came over hither to be in- 
ſtructed. A celebrated Geman Writer, as 
: quoted by Mr Aſbmole in the Prolegomena 
to his Thegr, Chem.” ſays, that when the 
World wastroubled with Pannonic Invaſions, 
England flouriſhed in the Knowledge of all 
good Arts, and waslabſè to ſend her learned 
Men into other Countries to propagate Learn- 
ing: And inſtances in Boniface, a Devou- 
1 hire Man, and Willeboerd; a "Northern 
1 Man, which were ſent into Germany for 
| thoſe Purpoſes. Mr John Leland, a fa- 
| mous Antiquary, in the Reign of King | 
Henry VII, who was excellently well ac- i 
quainted with our Britiſb Authors, aſſures 
| us, _ his own Knowledge, that we 
have had a great Number of excellent Wits 
and learned Writers, who, beſides” their 
great Proficiency in Languages, were well 
11 | acquainted with the Liberal Sciences. And 
0 Biſhop Nicholſon, in his Hiſtorical Library 
| ſays, I think we may without Vanity at- 


Lind 


| firm, that hardly any Kingdom in the 
| World has out-done England, either in the 
| Number or Goodneſs of her Authors; and 
| that even in the darkeſt Ages our Lam 
- ſhone always, as bright as any of our Neigh- 
| bourhood. When School-Divinity was in 
Faſhion, we had our Dofores Subtiles, Ir- 
1 refragabiles, 
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refragabiles, &c. But as the Hiſtory of 
the Learning of this Nation in general is 
not my preſent Deſign, I ſhall confine my- 
ſelf more particularly to what relates to 
Phyſic we x Surgery. An FHiſtorical Ac- 
oh. of the Antiquity and Progreſs of 
which Faculties, with the ſucceſſive Im- 
provements they have received, has not 
hitherto been attempted by any Hand, 
And indeed the Difficulty which muſt at- 
tend an Undertaking of this Nature, muſt 
be very great, by reaſon of the little Know- 
ledge we are able to get, in this Kind, from 
thoſe Manuſcripts which yet remain among 
us. The ancient Britains, who went with- 
out Cloaths, may be very well preſumed to 
live without Phyfic ; but external Accidents 
they muſt be liable to, as well in their Wars 
as from other Cauſes ; and Hiſtory informs 
us, they had Methods of Cure for ſuch Mis- 
fortunes. The Saxons, while they poſſeſſed 
England, had their Leeches, a ſort of Sur- 
geons, but very little ſkilled i in Methodical 
Practice. But under the Normans that 
Science began to be much more improved. 
About this Time the Monks and Fryars, 
and others in Religious Orders, out of à pre- 
tended Charity to their. ſuffering Fellow- 
Creatures,” -intruded themſelves into the 
Practice of Phyſic and Surgery, and con- 
tinued it ng. Years; notwithſtanding the 
C Decree 
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Decree of the Council of Tours in 1163. 
where Pope Alexander III. prefided ; which 
forbids any Religious Perſons going out of 
their Cloiſters, to hear the Lectures in Law 4 
or Phyſic; and that it is abſolutely forbid- 
den, that any Sub-Deacon, Deacon, or 
Prieſt, exerciſe any Part of Surgery in which 
actual Cauteries or Inciſions are required. 
Moſt of the Phyſicians who practiſed -in 
England about this Time, were likewiſe 
well ſkilled in the Mathematics and other 
Parts of Philoſophy ; but the Surgeons of 
thoſe Times were ſo much addicted to A- 
ſtrology, as make ſome Parts of their Writ- 
ings very obſcure. After this both Phyſic 
and Surgery began to flouriſh much more, 
by the public Encouragement given very 
early by many of our Kings to ſeyeral of 
the Practitioners in both Faculties, as will 
appear by the Liſt of our Kings Phyſicians 
and Surgeons, to be inſerted in it's proper 
Place. Hector Bobtius informs us, that 
Yofina, King of Scotland, who lived above 
a hundred Years before our Saviour, well 
underſtood the Nature of Scotch Plants, and 
their Uſe in Phyſic and Chirurgery ; and 
John Bale, afterwards Biſhop of Offery in 
Treland, aſſures us, he wrote a Book, de 
Herbarum Viribus. Buchanan'relates, the 
. Scotch Nobility were anciently very expert 
in Chirurgery, and it is particulatly re- 
| | marked 
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ö marked of James IV, King of Scotland, Qued 


wulnera ſcientiſſimè trafaret, It is laid, 
that when Scribonius Largus attended the 
Emperor Claudius in his Expedition to Bri- 
tany, he wrote a Britiſb Herbal, or De- 
ſcription of divers Plants in this Iſland. 
And our moſt learned and famous King A 


Fred, is ſaid to have written a Book upon 


Ariſtotle 4 Plantis. Cinfrid, a famous 
Phyſician, is mentioned by that early Writer 
Venerable Bede, in his Hiſtor. Ecclefiafticar. 
page 307, 308, And Ernulphus, another 
eminent Phyſician, in the Time of Nigel- 
lus, the ſecond Biſhop of Ely, is likewiſe re- 
corded in the Anglia Sacra, Vol. I. p. 625. 
Many more Particulars might, in all Pro- 
bability, have been met with relating to 
my preſent Deſign, had not one very great 
Misfortune attended the Suppreſſion of the 
Abbies, which was the Deſtruction of a 
prodigious Number of Manuſcripts. John 
Bale, before-mentioned, though an utter 
Enemy to Popery and Monaſtic Inſtitution, 
remonſtrates againſt this Piece of Barbarity, 
in pretty ſtrong Terms, to King Edward VI. 
Covetouſneſs, ſays he, was at that Time ſo 
buſy about private Commodity, that public 
Wealth was not any where regarded. A 
Number of them, which purchaſed thoſe 
ſuperſtitious Manſions, reſerved of thoſe 
Library-Books, ſome to ſerve their Jacks, 
| "Ii ©” ſome 


vi INTRODUCTION. 3 
ſome to ſcour their Candleſtics, and ſome * 
to rub their Boots, and ſome they ſold to 
the Grocers and Soap- ſellers, and ſome they 3 
ſent over Sea to the Book-binders, not in 
ſmall Numbers, but at Times whole Ships 
full. Yea, the Univerſities of this Realm, 
are not all clear in this deteſtable Fact: But 
cyrſed is the Belly which ſeeketh to be fed 
with ſo ungodly Gains, and ſo deeply 
ſhameth his natural Country. I know, ſays 
he, a Merchantman (which ſhall at this 
time be nameleſs) that bought the Contents 
of two noble Libraries for forty Shillings 
Price; a Shame it is to be ſpoken. This 
Stuff hath he occupied inſtead of gray Paper, 
by the Space of more than theſe ten Years, 
and yet he has Store enough for theſe ten 
Years to come, A prodigious Example is 
this, and to be abhorred of all Men, which 
love their Nation as they ſhould do. - Yea, 
what may bring our Nation to more Shame 
and Rebuke, than to have it noiſed abroad, 
that we are Deſpiſers of Learning? I judge 
this to be true, and utter it with Heavineſs, 
that neither the Britons, under the Romans 
and Saxons, nor yet the Engliſb People un- 
der the Danes and Normans, had ever ſuch 
Damage of their learned Monuments, as we 
have ſeen in our Time, Our Poſterity may 
well curſe this wicked Fact of our Age, this 
unſeaſonable Spoil of England's moſt noble 
280 Antiquities, 
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Lands Journal, publiſhed 1549. And Dr 
Thomas Fuller, in his Church Hiſtory, ſpeak- 
ing of the fame Thing, tells us, Divinity 
was prophaned, Mathematics ſuffered for 
Correſpondence with evil Spirits, Phyſic was 
maimed, and a Riot committed on the Law 
itſelf, However, notwithſtanding this De- 
vaſtation which was then made among our 
Manuſcripts, our Colleges, and ſome of 
our Libraries, will furniſh us with a great 
Number relating to almoſt all Parts of Learn- 
ing: Some of which, more eſpecially the 
moſt ancient ones, I ſhall here firſt give a 
Catalogue of, and then ſome more modern 
ones, confining myſelf to thoſe which more 
en if eſpecially relate to Phyſic and Chirurgery. 
is And, firſt, we have in the Norfolk Library, 
ch belonging to the Royal Society, 


a, Libellus de Arte Medicinali in Lingua 
ne Pictica conſcriptus. And in Cottonian Li- 
d, brary, 

ZE Pracefta nonnulla Medicinalia; partim 
8, Divina ad dierum rationem Saxonice. 
1s Gan £ 24.3% _ . 

1 Exorciſini quidam & Medicinalia ; par- 
h tim Latine partim Saxonice. Galbe. A. 2. 


e Medicinalia quedam Saxonice & Latine 
7 Vitel. B. 3. 4. | 

8 Herbarium, Latine & Hibernice ordine 
: Alphabetico, Vitel. F. 14. 34. 
b | Tractatulus 
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Tractatulus de Morbis, Latine & Hiber- | 
nice mutilis initio & fine. : 

Aſtronomica quædam & Medica Literis | 
Saxonicis Membr. in Corpus Chriſti Coll. in 
Oxon. 

S. Duſtan de Lapide Philoſophorum. In 
the ſame College. | 

Tractatus Botanicus in Lingua Cambro- | 
Britannica. In Jeſus Coll. Oxon, 
Miedicinales Quaſftiones Magiſtri Henrici 
de Wynton ſuper Jagagen Foannitii, In 
New College Library in Oxon. 

Liber Phlebotomie. By the fame Au- 
thor, in the ſame Library. 5 

Tractatus de effeiibus quatuor T3 ta- i 
tum, ſecundum magiſtrum Urſonem. n New | 
College Library. 

Practica Chirurgiæ. Tho. Sculling. con- 
tinens quatuor partes. In New College 
Library. | 

Guilielmi Scoti Medici MV. atlingtontenfis 
celeberrimi Liber de differencits Urinarum, 

Joannis Ketham Chirurgia parva. 

De Virtutibus Herbarum & motabila 
Cbirurgica. | 

Liber rerum Medicinalium quondam ſpec- 
tans ad Pharmacopolam Edu. IV. Regis 
Angliæ in quo continentur Medicamina quam 
plurima pro Rege & Magnatibus preparate. 
In Mr Hen. Worſleys Library. 

William de Pine, his Chyrurgery. 
| Receipts 
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Receipts and Obſervations for curing Em- 
rods, Fiſtula's, Leproſy, Aches in the 
Joints, Tetters, Worms, Cramps, and Noli 
me tangere, in a very ancient Hand. By 
Robert Williams of Cockwood. 

A Treatiſe containing the whole Rules of 
Phyſic and Surgery, M. S. Vetus. For- 
merly in Dr Ty/on's Library. | 

Medicines of Maſter Willeam du For- 
dyne, given to King Henry, Regent and 
Heuter of the Reume of Fraunce. In Mr 
Thoreſby's Library. | 

A approbat Treite for the Peſtilence, 
ſtudied by the gretteſt Doctours of Fyſick 
amongs Thuniverſitie of Criſten Nations yn 
the Time of St Tho. of Canterburie. In 


the ſame Library. 


A Bock of Surgery, wrote in the Vear 
1392. Divided into three Parts. The firſt 
of Anatomy. The ſecond of Wounds, 
Impoſthumes, Diſlocations, and Fractures 
of Bones. The third, the Antidotary of 
Surgery. Formerly in Dr Ty/on's Library. 

Friar Theodore Chalk's Chirurgical Re- 
ceipts, on Vellum. Dedicated to Arch- 
biſhop Valentine. hs 

Here beginnen gud Medicenes for all 
Yevels yat any man may have yat gud Le- 
ches have drawn out of 'ye Bokes yet Galien 
Aſchipeus Ypocras hadden. For yai were 
the beſt Leches yat were in ye World. On 
Vellum, in my Poſſeſſion. 3 
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I proceed now to give an Account of ſome 
of our early Writers, beſides thoſe already 
mentioned. And firſt of Maugantius, who 
was by Birth a Briton, a famous Phyſician 
and Mathematician ; who, ſays Leland, for 
his eminent Learning, was made Preſident 
of a noble College (in thoſe Days) of two 
hundred Philoſophers; which Geofrey of 
Monmouth extols to the Skies, under the 
Name of Legionum Urbs; which Bale ſup- 
poles to be Cheſter, excelling all other Bri- 
tiſh Cities, at that Time, in Wealth and 
Roman Structures. This Place being moſt 
pleaſantly ſituated, Aſtrologers, and other 
Artiſts, ſettled in it to obſerve the Motions 
of the Stars, and undertook to forewarn 
Mankind from the Comets, and certain In- 

dications of the | Planets, what ſhould 
come to paſs. Hence Maugantius, ſaid to 
be ſuperior to all others in this Art, being 
queſtioned by King Vortiger, whole chief 
Phyſician he was, about the prodigious 
Conception of Ambroſe Merlin, after a Re- 
cital of various Philoſophical Reaſons, did, 
at length, it ſeems, give him Satisfaction 
therein. This Perſon, who was the moſt 
renowned Scholar of his Country, and who 
is faid to have compoſed ſeveral Books, 
flouriſhed in the Year of Chriſt 470, when 
King Vortiger was much diſtreſſed by the 


invading Anglo-Jaxons. I have before ob- 
n . _ ſerved, 
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ſerved, that there were ſeveral Dignitaries 
of the Papal Communion as well as thoſe 
of inferior Orders, beſides the Mons, who 
very early took upon them to practiſe Phy- 
ſic; and that they were abſolutely forbid to 


exerciſe that Profeſſion, by the Roman A(- 


ſembly, in 1139, Of this Sort was Fra- 
bricius, or Faricius, as he is ſometimes 
written, who practiſed Phyſic not long be- 
fore this Time. He was the eighteenth 
Abbot of the Monaſtery of Abington in 
Berkſhire; to whoſe Care Godfrey de Vere 
committed himſelf, to'be cured of a grie- 
vous Diſeaſe he then laboured under; and, 
as an Acknowledgment for the Cate the 
Abbot had taken of him, he bequeathed 
to the Abbey before- mentioned, the Church 
belonging to his Eſtate, in the Village of 
Kenfington, near London, with 240 Acres 


of Land, Ge. which was confirmed by 


the King; a Copy of which Grant will be 
given in the. Antiquities of that Town, and 
the Hutory of it's Abbey. This Abbot de- 
departed this Life the VIIth of the Calends 
of March, Anno 1117. Soon after him 
flouriſhed Athelardus, a Monk of Bath, 
who was ſo diligent in ſearching out the 
Myſteries and Cauſes of Natural Things, 


that he deſerves to be equalled with ſome 


of the ancient Philoſophers. Having a 
very promiſing Genius, while very young, 
tl d 
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treats of the Principles, Qualities, and Ef- 


After his Return to his own Country, he 


and continuing, as he grew up, to improve 
his Parts, and fit himſelf for great Affairs, 
he left his native Soil, and, with much A- 
lacrity, went to viſit foreign Parts. In his 
Travels through Egypt and Arabia, having 
found many Things he ſought after, he 
came Home again with good Fruit of his 
Labours and Improvement, of his Learning. 
He was, without Diſpute, in Philoſophy, il 
Aſtronomy, Phyſic, - Mathematics, and 
Rhetoric, no ordinary Proficient. Some 
of his Works he Dedicated to Richard, 
Biſhop of Bayeux: In the firſt Work he 


fects of Natural Things, againſt the vain i 
Opinions of the old Philoſophers. In the 
Preface it appears, he wrote in the Year I 
1130, under the Reign of Henry I. I 
might here enlarge upon the great Fame 
and Merits of Jobn Giles, a Native of St. 
Albans, who made ſuch Progreſs in the 
Study of Phyſic, that he was made Profeſſor 
of that Faculty at Paris and Montpelier, i 
and Phyſician to Philip, King of France. 


was, according to Matthew Paris, conſult- 
ed by Robert Groſthead, the learned Biſhop iſ 
of Lincoln, in his laſt Illneſs; of which he 
died in 1253. He has written, De re Me- 
dica, and de Prognoſticis, and ſome other 
Things. He flouriſhed about the Year 1230, 
| Jl 
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in the Reign of King Henry III. Hugh de 
Everſham, deſerves in this Place to be re- 
membred, who was a Man of great Learn- 
ing, a Phyſician by Profeſſion, and per- 
haps the beſt of his Age. He was well 
known in many Countries, being a great 
Frequenter of the Univerſities. With the 
ſeverer Studies of his Art, he mingled the 
pleaſant Science of the Mathematics, and par- 
ticularly Geometry and Aſtronomy. This 
made him known to many in France and 
1taly, and among the reſt, to Pope Martin 


© he IV, who invited him, by Letters, to come 
Ef- to him, and ſolve ſome Queſtions in Phyſic, 
vain which were then newly ſtarted: According- 


the ly he went without Delay, and performed 
Lear what was required readily and learnedly. He 
1 publiſhed Super Opere Febrium Iſaac. Me- 


ame dicinales Canones. Problemata quædam, and 
f St ſome other Things. He flouriſhed the 
the Year 1281; when he was created Cardinal 
flor Preſbyter of St Laurence, by the ſaid Pope 
Her, Martin, in the Reign of Edward I. He 
ce. is ſaid to have died by Poiſon at Rome, An- 


no 1287 ; although Ciceonius, to palliate 


this Matter, fays he died of the Plague. 
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| | a 
A Wound of the Heap 
* RECEIVED | - 
By a CnHIL p from the Blow of a Cat-Stick 
in throwing at a Cock on Shrove Tueſ- 


day, 1709. 
Addreſſed to 


J Mc /1LLIAM COWPER, Surgeon: 


do not queſtion but you have had the 
Curioſity to read over a very remarkable 
Caſe in Surgery, not only upon Account of 
the Recommendation the Name of the Au- 
thor *gives it, but partly becauſe I know you 
have been for a long time of opinion, That 
this Age wou'd diſtinguiſh it ſelf by the Ad- 
vances that Medicine has, and will receive; 
I need not obſerve, to a Man of your Capa- 
city, how juſt, according to my Opinion, 
our Author has been in relating all the Par- 
ticulars of the Caſe he gives us the Hiſtory 
of: Nor need I intimate to you how peculiar- 
ly the Preſcriptions were adapted to the ſeveral 

| IA B Alterations 
This CAsE was publiſhed by Mr. Daniel Turner, 


. 


Surgeon, 
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terations that were obſervable in that little 
Patient : I will only take the freedomi to 
make ſome Remarks on a conſiderable Cir- 
cumſtance, which perhaps we ſhall find ob- 
ſtructed ſo methodical a Procedure, in order 
for a Cure. | 
Our Author is of opinion, That his Death 
was owing to the effuſed Blood from ſome Vef- 
fel upon the Pia Mater, which had been rup- 
tured by the Concuſſion or Shock of the ſaid 


V. Je, from the Force of the Blow ; which | 
Blood pent in ( for want of a Diſcharge ) had || 


formed an Abſceſs, thereby deluging the Sur- 
Jace of the Brain with Matter: And this, 
tho continually draining off thro the Orifice 
in the upper Membrane, yet ſome part there- 
of lying beyond the Elaſtic Power of the ſaid 
Membrane to raiſe up, and out of the Reach 
of Medicine to deterge and mundiſie, was at 
length imbibed by the Veſſels, where miſſing the 
Salutary Crifis, ſometimes objerved in -the 
Empieme and Pleuritic Caſes, it was conveyed 
by the Circulation to the Heart, and at length, 

we are to ſuppoſe, ſomehow effetted the Nervous 
Syſtem, bringing on the fatal Spaſm. 

Thus you ſee, Sir, how plain and conſe- 
quential the Account of the Child's Death 
is; but even here, I hope, I ſhall do no In- 
Juſtice to the Author, if I inform you, I 
cannot perſwade my ſelf that the Matter was 
imbibed by the Veſſels, purely becauſe ome 
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fart thereof lay beyond the Elaſtic Power of 
tbe Dura Mater to raiſe up, and out of the 
Reach of Medicine to deterge and munaifie, 
as our Author's Words are ; but that it is 
reaſonable to believe, that ſome part of it 
5 vas reaſſumed by the Veſſels, when it could 
no longer diſcharge it ſelf as before; for if 
vou will give your ſelf the trouble of look- 
'd ing back to the 32d Page, you will find, 
h chat no ſooner was the Oriſice chaaked up by 
4 8 2 caked Matter, but the miſchievous Effects » 
of the Suppreſſion of the Diſcharge ſoon be- 
gan to diſcover themſelves by the Rigours 
the Child was attended with ; and we find 
our Author ſoon after fearful of ſuch a thing. 
By this we may ſee how circumſpect we 
ought always to be, leſt we interrupt the 
Deſign of Nature when ſhe is about to expel 
any morbifick Matter, the ill Effects that 
attend it oftentimes diſcovering them ſelves 
after different Manners ; We look upon a 
| continued Diſcharge of Matter to be, as it 
were, a natural Evacuation, and that it's im- 
mediate Stoppage, without other Means, be- 
ing made uſe of to divert and evacuate it, to 
be ſucceeded by a greater Fulneſs and Dif- 
tention of all the Veſſels, as is obſervable up- 
on the Suppreſſion of the Menſes, Hemor- 
rhaides, or inſenfible 7. ranſpi ration, there is 
this Difference to be abſerved that the ill Ac- 


cidents that attend the Sto ppage of the Diſ- 
B 2 charge 
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charge of Matter are not ſo much owing to 
the Diſtention and Plenitude of the Veſſels, 
but according to the ill Quality of it, 'tis 
| diſpoſed to render the Patient feveriſh more 
or leſs, which is gencrally uſhered in by Ri- 
gours, and ſometimes ſucceeded by Spaſmo- 
dic Contractions. N 
For a further Illuſtration of this, we will 
take the liberty to relate the Caſe of a Man 
of about Forty Vears of Age, who was for 
a conſiderable time incommoded in his Buſi- 
neſs, by reaſon of a violent Contuſion he 
had received on the Upper- part of his Left 
Arm, a little below the Shoulder : After 
ſome time it was ſucceeded by an Apoſte- 
mation, upon the opening of which I was 
informed, a conſiderable Quantity of Matter 
diſcharged, which was not of any ill Colour 
or Smell, the Matter continuing to make} 
its Exit the fame way for ſeveral Weeks, at 
length formed a Sinus, which might be 
calily traced to the Upper and Fore-part of 
the Os Humeri. The external Orifice of 
this was endeavoured to be dilated, but it 
not only put the Patient to a great deal of 
Pain, but pent in the Matter, and cauſed 
the contiguous Parts to tumifie very much. 
About this time the Axillary Glands began 
to {well and pain him, and by their Preſſure 
on the Limphaticks the whole Arm became 
Oedematous ; ſoon after ſome part of the 
| 3 Matter 
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Matter made it's way out under the Arm, 
upon which it almoſt ceaſed to flow from the 
Sinus on the upper- part of it. In ſhort, up- 
on this the Patient found himſelf very much 
indiſpoſed, he loſt his Appetite, was attend- 
ed with Shiverings, became feveriſh, and at 
length died violently convulſed. 

On Diſſection we found the Surface of 
the Lungs to be interſperſed with blackiſh 
Specks, the left Lobe adhered to the Pleura, 
and the Pericordium contained a much 
greater Quantity of Liqour than uſual, 
though its Colour was natural, The Right 
Auricle and Ventricle of the Heart were 
very much diſtended, and the Diameter of 
the Arteria Pulmonaris conſiderably enlarg- 
ed: on the Diviſion of the Integuments of 
the Abdomen, a very large Quantity of yel- 
lowiſh fœtid Matter diſcharged it ſelf, 
which was ſomewhat viſcid ; we found that 
the Inteſtines floated in this, for the Abdo- 
men was full of it. In the lower-part of the 
Concave Side of the Liver there was a ver 
large Abſceſs diſcovered, which contained a. 
Fluid of the ſame Colour and Conſiſtence 
with that which we took notice of before. 
There was an Orifice in the lower part of 


the Abſceſs capable of admitting the End of 


one's Finger; by which, without doubt, 
Matter diſcharged it ſelf into the Abdomen. 
The Spleen was of a very odd Figure: On 

| it's 
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it's convex Side there were a Multitude of 
Streaks, that proceeded from all Parts of it, 
and centered in one Point, which proceed- 
ed only from the Diſpoſition of the Fibres 
of it's internal Membrane. It was almoſt 
full of Blood, which in the middle was cor- 
rupted, and ſtank abominably. After it 
was cleared from the contiguous Parts to 
which it adhered, and taken out of the 
Body, it weighed four Pounds and a half. 
There might have been ſomething more 
obſervable upon the Diſſection of this Body, 
but the ſhort time that was allotted for it 
did not give us an Opportunity of making 
that ſtri& Enquiry as ſeemed to be neceſſary. 
Blancard. in his Anat, Prat. Rationalis, 
p. 252. has much ſuch an Obſervation as 
this which we have related. See likewiſe 
Schenckius, Lib. 3. Obſ. 26. But I do not 
doubt, Sir, but you have made ſome curi- 
ous Remarks on Caſes of this Nature, tho 
I am pretty poſitive you will agree with me 
in this, That the immediate Cauſe of the 
Death of the Perſon we have been ſpeaking 
of, was the giving a ſudden Check to the 
Difcharge of the Matter. It was the Work 
of Nature in this Caſe (and what ſhe was 
endeavouring to perform) to diſburden her- 
ſelf · of thoſe diſproportionate and offenſive 
Particles, which by their Continuance in 


the Body would but have occaſioned an ir- 
regular 
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regular Motion of the Fluids, and conſe- 
uently a Diſcompoſure of it's whole Frame: 
'or the animal Body being nothing elſe but 
a Congeries of Canals, filled with different 
Liquors, it muſt neceflarily ſuffer very much, 
and it's Actions be irregular, if any Hete- 
rogeneousParticles become incorporated there- 
with. We muſt here allow, that in Diſ- 
charges of Matter of a long Continuance, 
ſometimes the Diameters of the Fibres and 
Veſſels may be ſo much enlarged, that the 
nutritious Juices may be thrown out with 
the other, and ſo occaſion a general Emacia- 
tion: But this may be eaſily rectified at the 
Beginning, without Detriment to the Pati- 
ent, by making uſe of ſome ſpirituous and. 
moderately aſtringent Remedies, to recover 
the natural Tone of the too lax Fibres and 
Veſſels, and give the Matter a proper Con- 
ſiſtence. It is to beobſerved in ſuch Caſes as 
theſe are, that the Part from whence the 
Matter diſcharges, if it be the Leg or 
Thigh, firſt loſes it's former Fulneſs and 
Dimenſions, tho” ſoon after there appears an 
Emaciation of the whole Body. - Such an 
Abſceſs as we diſcovered in the Liver of the 
Perſon before mentioned, we are inclined to 
believe might have been found in the Child, 
had the Abdomen been diſſected; for ſeve- 
ral Authors have aſſured us, it has frequently 
been obſerved to be the Conſequent of Frac- 
| tures 
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tures of the Skull, tho I am apt to believe 
it never happens, but when the Matter has 
received a Check in it's Diſcharge. 

I ſhall now take the Liberty to obſerve, 
that the imprudent- Application of Repel- | 
lents to ſome Tumours, .and inconſiderate | 
Healing of old Ulcers, with the unhappy 


Method of Procedure, .in order to the Cure | 


of ſome Diſeaſes, very often diſcover them- | 
ſelves, by their being ſucceeded by very ill 
Effects. Non tamen in omnibus Huxionibus 

repellentia adhibere licet, (ſays Sennertus) | 

Partibus ignobilibus, pracipue iis, ad quas | 

naturd interdum humores protrudere ſolet, ut | 

ſunt Glandulæ poſt aures, & in collo, ſub 8 
axillis, in ingui nibus adbibenda non unt, ne 
humor ex its repulſus ad partes principes & 
nobiles feratur. 

The ſame Author informs us in his Para- 
lipom. ad lib. 5. Pract. Med. of a Boy, 
fourteen Years of Age, that died upon the 
Acceſſion of an Epileptic Fit, which was 
cauſed by the ſtriking in of the Scab by the 
imprudent Uſe of Liniments. And Baglivi 
allows, that the irregular Cure of the ſame 
Diſcaſc may be ſucceeded by a Spitting of 
Blood, anApoplexy, Dropſy, lingering Fe- 
vers, &c. The Healing of old Ulcers, with- 
. out having a Reſpect to thoſe Circumſtances 
that ought to precede ſuch an Undertaking, 


geaxrally lays the Foundation for a T * 
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of miſchievous Accidents ; for the Patient 
ſoon begins to be ſenſible of an Unactive- 
neſs of the whole Body, is fleepy, has a 


weak Digeſtion, Head-ach, and is feverith, 


which is attended with very profuſe Night- 
Sweats; and theſe we have ſeveral times 
obſerved to be the Forerunners of the Pati- 
ent's Death, though ſometimes all theſe ill 
Accidents may be prevented by an Impo- 
ſthumation in ſome part of the Body or o- 
ther. 
Now to account for ſuch remarkable Al- 
terations, in ſuch Subjects, we are obliged 
to take notice, that here is the Suppreſſion of 
the Evacuation of a Humour, that had been 
conſtantly diſcharged for a long time; and 
this, we have before obſerved, will cauſe a 
greater Fulneſs and Diſtention of all the Veſ- 
ſels. Now the Quantity of the Blood be- 
ing very much encreaſed by the Addition of 
this viſcid Juice, the Celerity of its Motion 
muſt be conſiderably abated, upon which 
Account it will enlarge the Diameters of the 
Veſſels, by relaxing their Coats, and paſs 
with ſo great a Difficulty through the Capil- 
lary Veſſels, that if it arrive at any Part 
where the Fibres have loſt their due Tenſi- 
ty and Spring, it is diſpoſed to ſtagnate, and 
produce an Impoſthumation. If this does 
not happen, as the Motion of the Blood 
continues to be very languid, the G—_ 
0 C 0 
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of Spirits filtrated in the Brain will be leſs | 


upon two Accounts: F:r/t, Becauſe as the 


Blood moves more ſlowly, all the Parts of | 


the Body through which it circulates, will 
receive a much leſs Quantity of it in a given 
Time, than they muſt have done, had it 


moved with a greater Celerity. Secondly, | 


The Viſcidity of the Blood, together with 


11's Motion diminiſhed will leſſen theQuanti- F 


ty of Spirits, according to the 2oth and 22d 


of Dr Wainright's Propoſitions of Animal 


Secretion. | 2 
Now this being ſo, it is no wonder to ob- | 
ſerve ſuch an Inactivity of the Parts, Sleepi- | 


neſs, weak Digeſtion, &c. to attend a Per- 


ſon under ſuch Circumſtances: For the | 
Quantity of Spirits being ſo much dimi- 
niſhed, the Parts can never be ſufficiently 
influenced by them to perform their reſpective 
Functions with that Force as uſual, .- To 
this we may add, that they are-in a great 
meaſure deprived of their Power and Spring, | 
and Senſation in general is not near ſo ſtrong 
and lively. From hence it is evident, that 
when Nature has found a Paſlage whereby 
the may d:fburden herſelf of any excremen- 
titious - Humours, we ought for a conſidera- 
ble time to give proper Internals, and make 
uſe of ſome other Method, as by Iflues, or 
fuch like, whereby we may divert the 
Courſe of the Matter, which, if I may fo 

ſay, 
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ſay, has been ſo long together determined 
to paſs the ſame way. Beſide this Advantage 
which will accrue by that Method, there may 
be near the ſame Quantity of Humours eva- 
cuated; and ſo thoſe unhappy Accidents, 
will be prevented, and the Ulcer cutcd, 

I am perſwaded. that it is not without a 
great deal of Difficulty that we can ſome- 
times divert the Tendency of Humours to a 
Part; and I can bring ſeveral Inſtances of 
Sores that have been healed, where the ſup- 
preſſed Matter has diſcovered it ſelf, by an 
Apoſthume near the Place where the Sore 
was, a ſhort time after it had been healed. 

Felix Wurtæ, who was a very judicious 
Surgeon, - informs us, That it ſometimes 
happens, that in a little time after a Pa- 
tient has been cured of a Wound of the 
Head, he feels violent Pains there, which 
indicates that Matter is collected in the 
Part. He adds, That many die of it, by 
reaſon the Cauſe is not under ſtood by ſome 
Surgeons. This Remark proves, that the 
Wounds were not kept open long enough, 
or elſe that the Surgeon acted imprudently 
in not making uſe of proper Means to divert 
the Tendency of the Humours to that Part; 
not but it will abundantly more eaſily hap- 
pen to thoſe Parts that are depending, and 
where the Weight of the viſcid Fluid will 
incline it to ſettle, | 


C2 I knew 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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I knew a luſty Fellow, about twenty five 
Years of Age, that had an Ulcer on the in- 
ternal Ancle of his left Leg near twelve 
Years: It had been cured three or four 
times, but he always found himſelf very 
much indiſpoſed after it, till it broke out 
again, and the Matter had a free Diſcharge : 
Atlength, upon his coming from Sea, it was 
healed again, upon which he was ſeized 
with a violent Pain in his Head, Loſs of 
Appetite, which the next Day was ſucceed- 
ed by a violent Fever and Looſeneſs. His 
Phyſician” ordered, among other Things, a 
large Bliſter Plaiſter, to be applyed to the 
Leg on which the Ulcer had been. The 
Patient recovered ; but what was very obſer- 
vab'e, was, that the Sore the Bliſter-Plaiſter 
had made terminated in an ugly Ulcer, 
which would not heal, though various Ap- 
plications were made uſe of. If Nature had 
been in this Caſe compelled, as it were, and 
forced to a Compliance in the healingof this 
Ulcer, it is probable the Matter would have 
been thrown upon another Part, and ſo oc- 
caſioned a Diſeaſe there. 

By this we may ſee how cautious we 
ought to be not to proceed in a Method con- 
trary to the Dictates of Nature; for if we 
do, we conſequently diſturb her regular 
Motions, upon which ſhe oftentimes com- 
mences a new Work, which, if it does not 

tend 
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tend to the Subverſion of the whole Oeco- 
nomy, there enſues a Permutation of the 
Diſeaſe, by the Tranſlation of the Matter 
from one Part to another. 

It would be impoſſible to recount all the 
obſcure Motions Nature makes ule of to 
accompliſh ſuch Ends: We will only men- 
tion ſome where the Diſeaſe has been 
fectly changed from what it was before by 
ſuch Methods. Mear gives us an Inſtance 
of a Dropſie of the Breaſt, which ſucceed- 
ed an ill - cured Hydroccle. Hildanus ob- 
ſerves, that an inveterate Ulcer of the left 
Leg being unhappily healed up, the Patient 
died of a Pleuriſy ſome Months after. 

To this I may add an Obſervation of a 
Man that had an old Ulcer on each Leg, 
which being attempted to be cured, as the 
Matter gradually leflened, he was deprived 
of his Sight. There was no Alteration to 
be obſerved in the Eyes of this Perſon, but 
only a Dilatation of the Pupils, as is general- 
ly obſerved in a Gutta Serena, which was 
judged to be his Caſe. In ſhort, upon the 
running of the Sores, though he had been 
perfectly blind, he effectually recovered his 
Sight again, 

I will not tire you, Sir, with the Recital 
of any more Caſes of this Nature.. What 
has been hitherto. ſaid, I hope is ſufficient to 
incline you to believe, that the immediate 

Cauſe 
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Cauſe of the Death of the Child I ſpoke of 
in the former part of the Letter was the 
Suppreſſion of the Matter, which had con- 
tinued to diſcharge in ſuch large Quantities 
ſo long together. And that ſuch a ſudden 
Stoppage of a Diſcharge of Matter may pro- 
cure a Patient's Death, though the Symp- 
toms that proceed. may be different. I have 
likewiſe ſhewn the Difficulty. there is in Di- 
verting the Tendency of the Matter to a 


Part, and mentioned how one Diſeaſe is 


ſometimes converted into another: But of 
what Uſe theſe Remarks may be I leave 
you'to judge. 'To me it ſeems reaſonable 
enough to ſuppoſe, that as a regular Method 
of Practice is not the Effect of a Man's Sa- 
gacity, but the Product of repeated Experi- 


\ ences, every thing that occurs may tend, by 


a proper Application, to the Illuſtration of 
the Art. What elſe has made. ſome Men ſo 
famous for their Prognoſticks ? Had not our 
great Maſter Hippocrates a Reſpect to the 


Suppreſſion of the Diſcharge of Matter 


from Ulcers, when he expreſſed himſelf 
thus, Ulcus lividum & ficcum, aut cum 
virore pallidum lethale eſt? And this we 
have known to be true in ſeveral Caſes. 
Well then, does not this ſufficiently 
prove, that where we have Cauſe to fear a 


Suppreſſion of the Diſcharge, we ought to 


remove any Impediment that may embaraſs 
Nature 
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Nature in her Work, and adviſe a proper 
Method to promote the precipitating tho 
morbific Matter? For ſo ſhall we, by join- 
ing our Forces with thoſe of Nature, ſtill 
keep her in due Courſe; and that when the 
is grown languid, and eng from her 
former Meaſures. 

: You muſt excuſe me, 1 I digreſs a little 
to take notice of an Obſervation that ſome 
Authors have made, viz. That from a dan- 


gerous Fracture of the Skull, after Death 


the Liver has been often found impoſtuma- 
ted. They have been likewiſe very ſollici- 
tous to know which way the Matter could 
be conveyed to ſo remote a 1 but it 
would be needleſs for me tv offer what has 
been ſaid in this Caſe, becauſe it ſeems tw 
be evident enough, that a Part of it is reaſ- 
ſumed by the Veſſels; which, with that 
ſhould have been diſcharged from the Maſs 
of Blood, is by the Circulation depoſited in 
that Part. But here we may ſtart a conſi- 
derable Problem, which is, How comes it 
to pais that the Morbific Matter if it's Diſ- 
charge is ſuppreſſed, is thrown upon the 
Liver rather than any other Part? In order 
to the Solution of this, we ought toconſider, 
That the Spleen i is ſubſervient to the Liver 
in performing 1 its Office, by giving the Blood 
a Check init's Progreſs, whereby it's Velo- 
* is leſſened; otherwiſe ſo thick a Juice as 

| the 
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the Bile could not be ſeparated from it. Now 


the Motion of the Blood being rendered 
abundantly ſlower in this Part, it is no won- 
der that the Morbific Particles ſeparate them- 
ſelves from it, while the Filtration is carry- 
ing on, and by their Aſſemblage form an 


Abſceſs in the Part. 


You may perhaps expect, Sir, that I 
ſhould - make an Apology to excuſe the 


Length of my Letter; but J aſſure you, the 
Pleaſure I have taken in writing it would 


oblige me to make it of a larger Extent, if 


I did not find I ſhould be forced to take no- 


tice of ſome things, which may perhaps 
have a Place elſewhere. I have only this to 
add, that if through the little time I have 
taken to write it in, I have in any part 
omitted to pay that Reſpect as is due to you, 
I ſhall very readily atk your Pardon. In 


the mean time I muſt own my ſelf to 


| be, | 
Tour very much obliged Servant, 
2 WI. Beckett: 


Aug. 22,1709. 


O F 
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Wound of the Brain 
By a BU L L ET. 


To the SAME. 
T: you remember, Sir, in the Hiſtory 
0 


of the Childs Caſe, which J have be- 
re mentioned, it was obſerved, that not- 
withſtanding the violent. Preſſure upon the 
Brain, by the depreſſed Pieces of the frac- 
tured Skull; yet the little Patient laboured 
under no worſe Symptom, than a Head-ach, 
and was in a Condition to walk about the 
Chamber. This was really very remarkable; 
but if you will be pleaſed to give your ſelf 
the Trouble of reading the following Ac- 
count, I do not queſtion but you will meet 
with ſomething much more ſurprizing. 


On November the 4th, 1707, it hap- | ; 


pened, that during an Engagement between 
a ſmall Engliſb Veſſel and a French Priva- 
teer, near Margate, one of our Men was 
unfortunately wounded by a Bullet, which 
aſt through the middle of the Os Frontts. 
he Surgeon aboard the Ship immediately 
D enlarged 


much larger than the Hole in the external: 


leſs as the former. In the mean time, the 


the Trepan was propoſed, and which would 
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enlarged the Wound, by making an Inci- 
ſion through the Integuments, but could 
not diſcover the Bullet; whereupon he dreſ- 
ſed him up, and the fame Day being ſet 
aſhore, he was diſpatched for London. On 
Thurſday the 6th Day of the ſame Month, 
he arrived, having walked much the greater | 

art of the way in that time, which is about 
66 Miles; the fame Day his Surgeon en- 
deayoured to extract ſome Pieces of the 
Bone, which diſcovered themſelves through 
that Aperture which was made by the Bul- | 
let, but without Succeſs; for they conſiſted | 
chiefly of the internal Table, which were 


Upon this the Wound was immediately 
dreſt up, and a ſecond Attempt was made a 
Day or two after; but it proved as ſucceſs- 


Patient continued to be very hearty and 
well, and ſeemed to be no more indiſpoſed 
than if he had only received a flight Wound 
of the Head. The opening the Skull with | 


probably have been put in Practice in a Day 
or two's time: But on the Sabbath-Day 
Morning following, after he had reſted well 
all Night, he was ſeized with ſuch violent 
convulſive Motions as were very ſurprizing ; 
during which he expired. The Body being 
laid on a Table to be diſſected, all it's Parts 

appeared 


cd 


et 
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appeared fo prodigiouſly inflated, that the 
Perſon, when a live, being one of the largeſt 
Stature, it ſeemed perfectly monſtrous. A 
Puncture being made in any Part through 
the Integuments, there was nothing diſ- 
charged but a ſubtile Matter or Air; im- 
mediately after which the Part ſubſided, 
though before on a Compreſſure of the Fin- 
gers it would receive ſuch an Impreſſion as 
is obſerved in Oedematous Tumours ; but 
it would ſuddenly return to it's former State. 
The Surface of ſeveral of the Parts appear- 
ed livid and veſicated. The Skull being 
opened, the Bullet dropped out of the Brain, 
all the Fore-part of which was corrupted, 
and abounded with a thick yellowiſh Juice, 
of a very offenſive Smell; there were two 
or three very large Pieces of the inner Table 
of the Skull, with ſome ſmaller that were 
found among the lacerated Membranes, and 
lodged in the corrupted Brain, 

This Caſe is fo particular, that it may not 
be amiſs if we make ſome Reflections on 
It, 


We are very well aſſured, Sir, that it 


has been'a Matter of very great Surprize to 
ſeveral ingenious Men, to conſider how the 
various Operations of the Body have con- 
tinued to be performed, when thoſe Parts 
which were fo abſolutely neceſſary to the 
Well-being of the Animal, have been natu- 
— D 2 rally 
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rally or accidentally diſordered to ſuch a de- 


gree, as to ſuffer a perfect Confuſion of their 
Parts: And of this we find Variety of In- F 


ſtances in thoſe Authors, who have very 


obligingly applied themſelves to relate the | 


Hiſtories of deceaſed morbid Bodies. But 


that the Brain it ſelf, which is the very | 
Source and Principle of all Animal Functions, 

ſhould, after it has undergone ſuch a Vio- 
lation as we have obſerved, continue ſeveral 
Days without incommoding the Perſon in 
the leaſt reſpect, is really very remarkable; 

for if we do but conſider what an abſolute | 
Neceſſity there is for a conſtant Supply of | 
Animal Spirits, to empower the Parts to 
perform their mechanical Actions, and at 
the ſame time reflect on the Diſorder and 
Corruption of that Part, whoſe Office it was 
to ſecrete a ſufficient Quantity of thoſe 
Spirits, we might very reaſonably expect a 
conſiderable Alteration in the whole Body. 
One might very well think, that from the 
Deficiency of Spirits that would enſue, the 
Parts could no longer continue to perform 
their Actions, but muſt gradually loſe their 
Power and Spring, and at length become in 
a manner deſtitute of Motion: For we can 
ſcarce perſwade our ſelves, that Nature in 
this Caſe is ſo provident as to ſuffer the 

Cerebellum and Medulla Spinalis to filtrate | 
the Spirits in a greater Quantity, that 
they 


- 
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they might ſupply the Exigencies of the 


There ſtill remains ſome coſiderable Phe- 
nomena to be accounted for, as the convul- 
five Motions, the prodigious Inflation of the 
Body, &c. As to the. former, it may be 
perhaps accountable from the violent Con- 
flict we may imagine to have happened on 
the mutual Engagement of the Juice that 
was found ſo. plentiful in the corrupted 
Brain, and that which had undergone no 
Alteration from it's original Purity. Add to 
this, that the Animal Spirits in the Nerves 
receiving ſome ill Impreſſions by the Acceſ- 
fion of ſome of thoſe impure Particles, 
could no longer ſally out upon the Command 
of the Will to any particular Part, but muſt 
conſequently ſo irritate the Nerves, as to 
cauſe their Extremities to contract them- 
ſelves; upon which Account the Blood be- 
comes impriſoned in the muſcular Fibres, 
which abridging their Length by enlarging 
their Diameters, the Parts muſt neceſſarily 
ſuffer involuntary Contractions: At the fame 
time thoſe minute Capillary Extremities, 
which terminated in the Miliary Glands, 
were probably. ſo contracted, or criſpt up, 
as perfectly to cloſe the Orifices of the ex- 
cretory Ducts of thoſe Glands, which are 
the only ſudatory Pores: By this means all 
that vaſt Quantity of Matter which is uſually 

ö | diſcharged 


tory Ducts, and criſping up of the Extre- 
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diſcharged by inſenſible Tranſpiration, be- 
came impriſoned underneath the Integu- 
ments of the Body, and ſo diſtended all its 


Parts to ſuch a prodigious Degree, as was 
obſerved. This Conſtipation of the excre- 


mities of the Nerves, might likewiſe have a 
conſiderable Effect on the ſmall Branches of 
the Arteries and Veins which accompanied 
them; for by this means the Blood they 
contained might be obliged to ſtagnate in 
the Glands, which muſt occaſion an En- 
largement of the Diameters of thoſe mi- 
nute Veſſels; and ſo the livid Colour which 
was extended on ſeveral Parts might be pro- 
bably procured: Beſides this, the Blood be- 
ing in ſuch a cornpreſt State, ſome of its 
more fluid Parts might be expreſt from it, 
which lodging underneath. the Cuticula, 
might make the Parts appear to be veſica- 
ted; there is nothing more certain, than 
that Animal Bodies perſpire after Death; or 
that the perſpirable Matter continues to paſs 
off as long as the Body retains any Warmth. 
This is confirmed by an Experiment of Sir 
Thomas Browne, in his Pſeudodoxica Epidemi- 
ca, where he tells us, That © upon exact- 
te ly weighing and ſtrangling a Chicken in 
e the Scales, upon an immediate Pondera- 
* tion he could diſcover no. ſenſible Diffe- 
* rence in Weight; but ſuffering it to lie 8 
| of 
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ce or 10 Hours, till it grew perfectly cold, 
ce it weighed moſt ſenſibly lighter. The 
« like, ſays our Author, we attempted and 
« verified in Mice, and performed their 


« Trials in Scales that would turn upon the 


« 8th or 10th part of a Grain.“ 


Jam, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 


W. B. 


. e tant din. ds dls. 
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| ADDRESSED 10 


1 Charles Bernard, Eſq; 


Serjeant-Surgeon, 
AND, 


Surgeon 1n Ordinary, to Her Maje ueen 
ANN E. N 


STIR, 
] LOOK upon it as a peculiar Happineſs, 


to live in an Age when Men of our 

Profeſſion conſider, that as the Art is 
capable of receiving daily Improvements ; 
uſeful Diſcoveries, confirmed by Experiments, 
ought to receive the joint Concurrence of thei 
good Wiſhes; notwithſtanding, they may 
contradict an Opinion that has been almoſt 
univerſally received. Theſe we ſhall always 
find, are the Gentlemen who in oppoſition 
| to 
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to thoſe Bigots whoſe Tempers diſcover them 
to be the Votaries of a few opinionative Men, 
endeavour to guide their Judgments by Rea- 
ſon, backed with judicious Obſervations, and 
whatever Arguments are produced, will 
never go about to controul Matters of Fact. 
It is a grand Truth that Neceſſity gave Being 
to Phyfck and Surgery, and Experience is the 
only Way to bring them to Perfection; but 
it is much to be lamented by them that are 
Well-Wiſhers to thoſe Arts that the Perſon 
which are perhaps capable of advancing 
them moſt, devote themſelves ſo much to 
ſpeculative Fictions (the Effects of teeming 
Brains) that ſome have pretended with a ma- 
giſterial Air to dictate, even to Experience it. 
ſelf. In ſuch a Caſe it would be needleſs to 
go about to offer Arguments ſufficient to dil. 
engage their Inclinations, Time only mu: 
diſcover to them their Error, when it mak«fi 
them ſenſible they have, to no Purpoſe, per. 
ſiſted in the Purſuit of frivolous Niceties; 
for in reality, the Benefit of Mankind in} 
general is deduced from Practical Truths, 
The Thoughts of this are ſufficient to inſpin 
every generous Soul with an ardent Deſire 
of diſcovering ſomething that may be of 6 
univerſal an Advantage: As for my ow 
Part, I was not animated to concern my {el 
in the Undertaking I have engaged in, by: 
Proſpect of gaining that Honour that is of: 
wh | tel 
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ten liberally beſtowed on thoſe that mint new 


Hypotheſes, or make new Diſcoveries; my 
only Deſign was to inform my ſelf, whether 
ſome of thoſe Diſeaſes, which are generally 
reputed incureable, are not actually in them- 
felves curable, and by this means to wipe off 
a Reproach which has been caſt on Nature, 
when in reality it proceeds only from our 
own Weakneſs, and the Infirmity of our 
Art. A diligent Application to thoſe Diſ- 
tempers which baffle us moſt, has been fre- 
2 recommended by very reputable Au- 

rs, and ſome of thoſe who have obliged 
us with the Hiſtories of Diſeaſed Perſons, 
have very often mentioned conſiderable Cures, 


which have been happily performed after the 


Patients have been looked upon by ſome as in- 
curable, Hippocrates tells us, Lib. 2 Apb. 
52. Si Medico ſecundum rectam Rationem 
Facienti, Curatio non ſtatim ſuccedat, non eff 
tamen mutanda Methodus, quamdiu id reftat 
quod d Principio viſum eff. I am fully per- 
ſuaded that moſt Practitioners in Surgery 
have at ſome Time or other, by an induſ- 
trious Application, been ſucceſsfull where 
Art could not warrant a Cure. As to the 
Diſcaſe J propoſe to make the chief Subject 
of this Letter, tho' it be generally branded 
with the Character of Incurable, I muſt 


freely own J never could diſcover any thing 
eſlential to it in general that ſhould make it 


"0:2 ſo; 
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ſo; it is true, there are many Diſeaſes that 
dre not to be cared, where certain Circum- 
ftances areconjoined, which very muchcon- 
fribute to. the Misfortune ; tho' Others of 
the ſame Claſs exempt from thoſe Adherents 
may, perhaps, be happily enough cured ; 
Thus for-Inſtance. In Cancers we have but 
little Reaſon to expect a Cure in a Perſon 
that is old, if the Cancer has been of many 
Years ſtanding, and is firmly fixed to the 
Ribs; but if the Patient be not ſo far ad- 
vanced in Years as to be uncapable of re- 
eeiving the Benefit of Nature by the regular 
Diſchargeof the Menſesand the Cancer be looſe; 
notwithſtanding, it be Ulcerated, over- ſpread 
with ſungous Fleſh, diſcharge a filthy Mat- 
ter, and ſmell very offenſively; we do upon 
Experience affirm that ſuch a Patient may 
be cured. We muſt own we cannot be of 
the Opinion of the Paracelſians, who affirm 
there is no Diſeaſe but what is curable im any 
Patient, for the Reaſon we have given; nor 
can we with the Galenifts, agree that the 
Gout, Dead-palfie, Stone, Cancer, &c. are 
Diſeaſes abſolutely incurable ; becauſe Ex- 
perience diſcovers the contrary. We find 
that Mr Boyle is of the ſame Opinion, and 
thinks it were no ill Piece of Service to Man- 
kind, if a ſevere Collection were made of 
the Cures of ſuch Perſons as have been judged 
irrecoverable by the Doctors; that Men might 
| C4 no 
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no longer excuſe their own Ignorance by the 
Impotency of Nature, and bare the World in 
Hand, as if the Art of Phyſicł and their Skill, 
were of the ſame Extent. There ſeems to 
be one very effectual Way to reſcue the medi- 
cinal Art from the Aſperſions of ſome bold 
Perſons; and that is that of a certain Number 
of regular Practitioners in Phy/ickand Surgery, 
each of them ſhould apply himſelf to the 
Study of one particular Diſeaſe: By this means 
we ſhould ſoon find they would be capable 
of ſurmounting thoſe Difficulties that have 
all along baffled the moſt Judicious of the 
general Practicers. How odd, and diſagree- 
able this Opinion may ſeem to ſome Men I 
know not; but I aſſure you, Sir, I find it of 
a very ancient Date; for Herodotus, a Greek 
Hiſtorian informs us, that before his Time, 
the Phyſicians in Egypt uſed to apply them- 
ſelves to the Study and Advancement of one 
Di/eaſe in particular. Baricellus, and Lionar- 
do di Capoa, obſerve the ſame likewiſe, in 
Relation to the Practice of Phyfc& in that 
Country. Baghwi, in the Scheme he lays 
down for erecting of Colleges for the Improve- 
ment of Phyjck, tells us, that every Fellow 
of his Literate Society muſt have one Di/ea/e 
allotted him for the Taſk of his whole Life ; 
and which elſewhere he ſays is not ſufficient 
for the illuſtrating the Province of one Di/- 
eaſe; but that we lie under a Neceſſity of 
41 . takin g 
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taking inMaterials from all Hands. But there 
is no Man that we know of, has ſpoke more 
agreeably of this Matter than Dr Harris, 
in his Pharmacologia Anti-Empirica, he 
owns that he took more than ordinary Pains 
in one particular Diſeaſe, and affures us he 
verily believes if learned Men, after a com- 
pleat Acquiſition of the univerſal Method of 
Phyfick, and a neceſſary Search into the Na- 
ture and Cures of thoſe manifold Infirmities 
and Diſeaſes, which, with a kind of infinite 
Variety, do afflict Mankind, would, with 
their utmoſt Vigour and Reſolution, proſe- 
cute the Knowledge of ſome one Diſeaſe 
eminently above others; they would, moſt 
certainly, find a particular Providence at- 
tending and aſſiſting them in ſo good and 
honeſt a Deſign. He adds, a few Pages far- 
ther, that wherever a Man's Thaughts are 
intent and fixed, wherever his Genius does 
naturally incline, and all his Aims and Ap- 
plication do continually tend, whether it be 
to pertinent or inſignificant Matters; 
whether it be ta uſeful, or elſe meerly cu- 
_ rious Things; if he has but tolerable Parts, 


and Education correſponding, he can hardly 
ever miſs; it is hardly poſſible he ſhould miſs 
the becoming Eminent, and in great Mea- 
ſure perfect, (I mean perfect (ſays he) ac- 
cording to the Madulum of Human Capa- 
city) in that one Point. But there is one 

Thing 
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Thing to be recommended to the Confi- 
deration of the Perſon, who takes upon him 
the Enquiry into the Nature of one particu- 
lar Diſeaſe, which perhaps he might be ve- 
liable to err in, if not cautioned againſt ; 
and that is, that he be not too bold and raſh 
in his Attempts ; for, as Galen ſays, The Phy- 
fician's Art is not liłe that of an Artificer, o 
may make what Experiments he pleaſes, to ſa- 
tisfy bis Curioſity ; becauſe if be ſpoils the Ma- 
terials he works on, nd Body is endangered 
the Miſcarriage : In Corpore autem bumans 
(adds he) ea tentare quæ non ſunt Experientium 
comprobata Periculo non vacat, cum temerariæ 
Experientia Fins fit totius Animantis inter- 
necio. I believe we ſhall find that one of the 
grand Reaſons, why Perſons, generally 
ſpeaking, have been ſo negligent in making 
any Attempts on Cancers, has been the ſeeming 
Diſcouragement they have all along met with 
from Authors. The Caution Hypocrates has 
iven us in his Thirty eighth Apbor. Sect. 6. 
ſcarce been omitted by any one conſidera- 
ble Perſon that has wrote of this Subject, tho 
perhaps the Sentence has often had an Ex- 
poſition put upon it, contrary to the Author's 
Meaning; but of this, more in it's proper 
Place. I proceed now to give an Idea of Can- 
cers in the Breaſt from an external Cauſe ; 
and this I ſhall do without concerning my 
ſelf with the Opinion of the Ancients ; for 
nce 
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fince we have been ſo happy as to live in an 
Age which will be remarkable for the many 
ſurpriſing Diſcoveries which have been made 
in Anatomy : Weſhould be reckoned unwor- 
thy the Advantages we enjoy, if we did not 
ſtudy. to apply them to the Benefit of Man- 
kind in general, The more inquiſitive and 
learned Part of the World, are at this time 
very well aſſured that the Animal Body is an 
exquiſitely framed Machine, and that it's 
Compoſure is little elſe than a Compages of 
branching and winding Canals, which are 
kept to a moderate Degree of Extention, 
by Fluids of different Natures ; and that the 
Motions of theſe were firſt determined by the 
divine Architect: Thus in a natural State, 
the whole Fabrick is governed by certain Laws 
impreſſed on the Fluids; and we often find 
the unhappy Conſequences of the Diſcom- 
poſure of a Part, to diſcover themſelves firſt 
| 8 Interruption of the Motion of the ani- 


. 


mal Juices. Thus in a Cancer of the Breaſt 
which proceeds from a Blow or Bruiſe (as 
upon ſtrict Enquiry we have found they moſt 
commonly do) is it not probable that by ſuch 
means @ Confuſion of the true Order of the 
little Glandulous Grains and their excretory 
Ducts may happen? and at the ſame time an 
extravaſated Lympha may lodge in ſuch a ſpun- 
gy Texture, which in time becoming viſcid, 
will coaleſce with the Glandular Subſtance, 


and 
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and form a Maſs conſiderably compact? Now 
this being ſo, it is reaſonable to believe that as the 
Lymphatic Juice continues its Motion till it 
arrives at the indurated Part, its Paſſage muſt 
beembarrafſed there; upon which, it will ſoon 
be qualified for an Union with the remaining 
Part of the glandulous Subſtance of the 
Breaſt; and ſo the hole be perfectly changed 
from what it was before. This Hypotheſis 
is in a great Meaſure grounded on Expe- 
riments; for if we expreſs a Juice from ſome 
of the Cancerous * and hold ſome of it 
in a Spoon over a Fire, there immediately 
flys off a ſmall Vapour, and the Remainder 
hardens not unlike the white of an Egg boiled; 
this ſhows it to have the Properties of the 
Iympba; for the Chymical Analyſis of that 
Liquor aſſures us it is a Compoſition of a great 
deal of fixt Sulphur, a little Volatile, ſome 
Phlegm, and much Volatile Alkatie; to which 
ſome add a little Earth: Now while the Vo- 
latile Alkalie keeps the Sulphur diſſolved, the 
Lympha remains in a State of Fluidity ; but 
when, by making the ſame Experiment, the | 
Volatile Alkalie is evaporated, the Remain- ih 
der hardens, and forms a pretty compact, 1 
whitiſh Subſtance. From hence the judi- 11 
cious SURGEON may cafily deduce: 
the Reaſon why theſe Sort of Tumours can 
never be brought to Suppuration. We ſhall not 


be ſo particular as to mention thoſe Cancers 
C which 
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which proceed from internal Cauſes, nor ſe- 
veral other things which relate to the former; 


for what we have here faid, we look upon 


to be commonly the Method of the Forma- 


tion of them; and as ſuch; we did endeayour | 


to calculate Remedies that ſhould peculiarly 


operate on the Maſs, ſo as to diſ-unite- the | 


firm Cohæſion of its Parts, and diſpoſe them 


to ſeparate and come away, without any | 
great Inconvenience to the Patient; which is | 
what we would recommend with all the Ear- | 
neſtneſs imaginable to thoſe that are deſirous 
of diſcovering a Method of curing Cancers. .þ 


We were before ſenſible that it was poſſible 
for one Body to operate on another determi- 
nate Body, without being able to have any 
ſuch Effect on innumerable Others; as Quzck- 


luer will deſolve Gold, Aqua: fortis Iron, 
Vinegar the Shell of an Egg, Oyl common 
Sulphur, Sc. which will not have any ſuch Ef- 
- fect on ſeveral other Bodies; for there is no- 
thing more certain than that the Operations 
of Diſſolvents are ſo determined by the various 
Texture of the Bodies on which they are 
employed, that a Liquor that is capable to 
corrode a more hard and ſolid Body, may be 


unable to diſunite the Parts of one more ſoft 


and thin, if of a Texture indiſpoſed to admit 


the ſmall Parts of the Menſtruum. It may be 
expected I ſhould ſay ſomething in relation 
tothat which is generally looked upon to be the 

grand 
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grand Cauſe of the Incurableneſs of Cancers, 
I mean the acid Humour in the Blood. But 
if thoſe Gentlemen who are fond of enter- 
taining this Opinion, do but conſider that 
Cancers are often formed in a perfect State of 
Health; and that during the Time the Can- 
cerous Subſtance diſſolves, and comes away 
according to our Method, the Sides will run 
a digeſted Matter, and heal by the Appli- 
cation of dry Lint only; they will be of my 
Opinion, that neither the Atrabile of the 
Ancients, the corrofive Alkalious Salt of the 
Chymifts, nor the predominant Acid of the 
Reſt of the Moderns, are capable of procu- 
ring thoſe Alterations that Cancers are ſome- 
times attended with. If we trace the Writ- 
ings of our Predeceſſors to their earlieſt Date, 
we ſhall find that many of them have made 
Mention of the Roots of the Cancer, which 
they took to be the large ble Veins that are 
often extended on its Surface ; and the entire 
Removal of theſe they thought to be abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, or the Patient could not be 
cured : But I believe there is no Body at this 
Time that conſiders the Mechaniſm of the 
Parts in ſuch a Condition, - but will agree 
they are the neceſſary Conſequentsofit, and that 
their Abſence, or Preſence is of no Impor- 
tance; that the Cancer is ſometimes attended 
with Adherents, or Appendices, which may 
very well reſemble Roots, we are aſſured; 
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but theſe generally lay deep, and not eaſily 
diſcovered ; the moſt confiderable One that | 
ever we faw was very near Five Inches long, s 
and of an unequal Bigneſs, ſome Part of it | 


did not exceed the Largeneſs of a Gooſe's | 


Quill, but ſome others were near as big as 
the Top of the Thumb, which reſembled ſo 
many Knots in it, it divided i in the Middle, : 
and continued ſeparated about an Inch and a 


Half, and then re- united, it was of a more 


tender Subſtance than the Body of the Cance- 
rous Maſs, but of the ſame Colour, and was 
probably the Juice that was laſt applied to 
the Cancer, which aſſumed a Form agreeable 


to the Cavities it lodged it {elf in. Such Ad- 


herents as theſe are, am more inclined to 
believe, are the Cauſe of the unſucceſsful | 
Attempts on Cancers, than any Acid in the 
Blood; for I am of opinion there are few 


Perſons unacquainted with Medicines that 
are capable of correcting its Acidity when it 


happens; and had the Cure of Cancers de- 
pended on that, I am poſitive they would | 
not at this Time have had ſuch ill Character. 
We have before ſhewed that Cancers have 
generally their Riſe from a Blow or Bruiſe, 
and that when the Body is in an healthful 
Condition, and the Blood and Lympha tem- 
perate and ſweet: Now if there always is an 
Acidity of the Blood when Perſons ate afflic- 
ted with 4 the Canan, muſt, ſome- 
tim es 
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times cauſe it, and not the Acid in the Blood 
the Cancers, as is the Opinion of moſt of the 
Moderns. What has been hitherto faid, is 
ſufficient to prove that if Men will be always 
ſo ſluggiſh as to acquieſce in the Dictates and 
Dogmatical Poſitions of their Predeceſſors, 
and not exert their Faculties in endeavouring 
to undeceive themſeves; we muſt no longer 
expect our Art will receive any Advance- 
ments, but as Slaves to their Opinions con- 
tent our ſelves with what we know already. 
Were not Pariſani, Riolan the Son, and 
Plempius, ſo much in the Intereſt of the An- 
cients, that when our Country-man, the aſ- 
ſiduous Harvey, had diſcovered the Circulation 
of the Blood, they not only oppoſed his 
plain Demonſtrations, but engaged in vigo- 
rous Diſputes againſt him, tho at the laſt they 
were obliged ſhamefully to recant their Fol- 
lies. Ceiſus tells us, Vix ulla perpetua Præ- 
cepta Ars Medicinalis recipit; ſcarce any 
of the Precepts of the Medicinal Art are per- 
. And ſhall we engage then in the 

iſt with a few opinionative Men, that ground 
their Courſe of Practice on thoſe Methods 
only, in which they have been brought up, 
and implicitly aſſent to the Conjectures of 
others. No certainly, this would be to ſtran- 
gle Truth, and extinguiſh the Vigour of our 
Wits with precarious Authorities. Conſonant 
to this, Dr Paxton, in his lately publiſhed 
* Treatiſe, 
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Treatiſe, tells us, Thus Men, out of @ trifling 
Diftruft of their own Parts, will not uſe 
them; or out of Lazineſs of Temper; vill not 
. employ them, chufing rather to be wiſe or learned, 
being adorned with Others Whimfies, than un- 
rgo any Labour, . Fatigue, or Trouble of be- 
ing really ſo. I believe there are ſome Men 


that would rather contradict their Senſes than | 


deny the Authority of a darling —— 
Of this, we have a ſufficient Proof 1 
Inſtance, related by an Italian Author be- 


fore- mentioned. He tells us, That à certain 
Publick Reader long Time 7 and grown | 


Old in the Books of Ariſtotle being one Day 


preſent at a Diſſection, and clearly ſeeing that i 
the Vena Cava takes its Riſe from the Liver, 
confeſſed with Aftomſhment what his Senſes diſ- | 
covered to him, but that he ought not 71 * ; 
by crediting his Senſes, to contradict his Maſ- | 
ter, who conſtantly affirms all the Veins in 
Man's Body to have their Original from the 


Heart; becauſe, ſaid he, it is much more eaſy 
for our Senfes to be ſometimes deceived, than 
the Great and Sovereign Ariſtotle, I here 
ſeriouſly confeſs, I have as much Veneration 
for Antiquity as apy Perſon whatſoever ; but 
it would be ridiculous, - if, as One fays, we 
ſhould fo far forego our own Judgments 
as always to follow the Foot-ſteps of Others, 
and to be certain of nothing our ſelves ; For 
this would be to ſee with others Eyes, to — 
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with others Ears, and to underſtand with 
other Men's Intellects; ſo that whenever we 
make Quotations from the Ancients to 
ſtrengthen our Opinions, we ought to do it 
judiciouſly, and fully confider, whether their 
Notions of Things are-conſonant to the Ex- 


perience of theſe Times. To prove to you, 


Sir, that I have not proceeded to apply my 


ſelt- to the Cure of ſo formidable a Diſeaſe, 


without a Precedent, I ſhall inſtance to you 
that Fuſchius, a learned Italian Surgeon, had 
ſuch a wonderful Reputation for it formerly, 
that ſome Authors ſay he was diſtinguiſhed 
by a particular Title, which diſcovered his 
Succeſs. His Method I have made uſe of, 
and tho' by paſſing thro' ſeveral Hands (the 
Author being mentioned by. few) it has been 
ſtampt with wonderful Encomiums, I have 
not hitherto found it deſerves it, notwith- 
ſtanding I did not omit the moſt minute 
Circumſtance in preparing/the Medicine, or 


8 proſecuting the Directions; but in its proper 
Place, I ſhall take particular Notice of this, 


and ſeveral other Remedies, that have been 
recommended by ſome Authors, as ſubſtan» 


tial and extremely uſeful; for if in One or 


Two Inſtances they have been crowned with 
Succeis, by Degrees they are handed down as 
infallible in all Diſeaſes of the like Form. 
To the former Account I may add, that 
Monſieur Alliot, Phyjician to the Duke of 


Loarrain 


* 
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Lorrain, has applied himſelf to the Cure of 


he publiſhed at Paris ſome Vears ago informs 


us; we are likewiſe aſſured by Mr Boyle 
that Dr Haberfie/d, one of the Principal | 


Phyjicians of Bohemia, has had extraordinary 


Succeſs in the Cute of Cancers; and the Sieur 


Gendron, Doctor of Phyjick in the Univerſi- 


ty of Montpelier, has done extreamly well 
on that Head; the latter of theſe Gentle- 
men I cannot mention, without making an 
Apology for not Publiſhing our Annotations i 
on his Enquiries relating to Cancers which 
was promiſed at the latter End of our Chi- 
rurgical Remarks, Printed above a Year ago; 
but I aſſure you, Sir, I was moreinclined for 
ſome Reaſons to offer what is therein con- 
tained, with ſeveral Obſervations made with 
the greateſt Exactneſs, and to which, per- 
haps I may have an Opporunity of making 
ſeveral Additions, in a particular Treatiſe, 
ſo that the whole may conſpire. to finiſh a 
compleat Account of this Diſeaſe. I had at 
firſt a Deſign of enlarging conſiderably on this 
Subject in this Letter by adding various 
Things, but conſidering they might bettet 


find a Place in what I juſt now mentioned, 


and that you did not deſire an exact Hiſtory | 
of the Diſeaſe, I reſolved to omit them, I | 


ſhall now proceed to give you ſome Inſtances 


of the Succeſs of our Method, as being what 


this Diſeaſe very ſucceſsfully, as a Schedule 
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you are moſt ſolicitous of, the Caſes I ſhall 
relate ſhall be each of them different from 
the other, for I know you do not approve of 
that pompous Method of ſome Perſons, that 
enumerate abundance of Inſtances of Cures 
when perhaps there is no great Difference 

in the Caſes or the Method of treating them. 
The moſt confiderable Caſe that offered it 
ſelf during our firſt Enquiries into the Na- 
ture of Cancers, was that of a Woman, who 
about Four Years before received a Blow on 
one of her Breaſts, upon which it began to 
ſwell, grow painful, and after ſome tume 
became all over livid, and of fo prodigious a 
Bigneſs and Weight, that ſhe was 1 55 
to keep it ſuſpended by a Napkin round her 
Neck: But in regard our Method was not 
put in Practice till by other Applications it 
was become ulcerated, we ſhall ſpeak of it 
as ſuch. The Patient, then, at this time 
complained of a very violent Pain, which 

extended it ſelf tothe Back and Shoulder, b 
the Communication of the Nerves (for hole 
of the Breaſt come from the fifth Pair of the 
pine, and from a Plexus about the Clavi- 
cel.) To remedy this, ſhe had taken no 
mali Quantity of Hypnotic Medicines, which, 
without Doubt, deſtroy the due Texture of 
the Blood, and fo become prejudicial to the 
Patient, and diſadvantagious to the Surgeon 
that propoſes a Cure. But becauſe Perſons 
D generally 


e — ——— —— 


18 Neu DISscovERIES 


generally find ſome Releif by Opiates, as 
they retard the determined Motion of the 
Blood, ſtraiten the Nerves, and check the 
tumultuous and diſorderly Influx of the Spi- 
rits; ſo, probably, in theſe Caſes, their Uſe 
will be continued. Beſides the acute Pain, | 
the Cancer was over-ſpread with fungous i 
Fleſh, its lower Part extreamly hard, knot- i 
ty, blackiſh, and its Baſis ſeemed inclinable 8 
to fix; the Matter which was diſcharged bn 
was thin, reddiſh, and ſtank abominably. 
This was the Condition of this poor Woman, 
when we firſt applied our grand Diſſolvent ; | 
the Pain ſhe was attended with the firſt and 
ſecond Day after was inconſiderable, nor did 
ſhe complain of more afterwards,” than would 
have been procured by the moſt mild and | 
ealy Remedy the Diſpenſatory affords. In 
four Days Time we found a very evident Al- 
teration for the Better; for the Conſiſtence 
of the Matter was changed, and the Surface 
of the Cancerous Maſs became ſomewhat 
ſoft, we continued the Uſe of the ſame 
Medicine, and in a few Days more ſome 
part of the Cancer came away with the 
drefling. In ſhort, in about ſix Weeks time, 
the whole Subſtance was entirely gone, and i 
nothing remained to be done but to heal the 
Ulcer, which was effected in about a Fort- 
night. During the time ſhe was under Cure 
we gave her a proper internal Medicine, not 
calculated 
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calculated to deſtroy the Acidity of the 
Blood, but to diſpoſe the whole Cancerous 
Maſs, with its Appendices to come away, 
which might otherwiſe, as the Seeds of the 
Diſeaſe, cauſe it to ſpring again: Thus was 
this Patient, (after ſo great a Fatigue ſhe 
had undergone before ſhe came to me) per- 11 
fectly cured, and has continued ſo to this It 
Time, without any manner of Inconveni- 
ence as ſhe lately told me, it being a long 
time fince ſhe has been well. 

A Gentlewoman near fifty Years of Age, 
by ſome Accident received a Blow on her 
left Breaſt, which in a few Days was ſuc- 
ceeded by a conſiderable Tumour, whereup- 
on ſhe applyed herſelf to a Surgeon, who 
immediately let her Blood, ordered her to 
take the Lap. Hibern. in Poſſet- Drink, and 8 
embrocated the Breaſt with O. Succin: : 10 
By the uſe of theſe Means the Swelling was t; 
much abated, a ſmall Hardneſs only remain- 4. 
ing, which did not exceed a ſmall Wall- = 
nut in Bigneſs ; in this State, with very little 
Pain, ſhe continued above a Year ; but being 
perſuaded to apply an Emp. de Ran. cum 
Mer. to it, it encreaſed very apparently, was 
extreamly painful, and in Seven Months time 
became as big as a large Egg: After this 
ſhe made uſe of a Woman who was reputed 
Famous for theſe Caſes; but by One or 
Two of her Applications the Tumour became 
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as big again as before: In ſhort it continued 
to encreaſe gradually from that time, till the 
whole Breaſt, which was of a monſtrous Big- 
4 neſs, and which was judged not to weigh leſs 
1} than Eight Pound, in time became entirely | 
| Cancerous. It was at this time that I ſaw i 
the Skin was very livid, looking fleck and | 
ſhining, and ſeemed ready to open, as be- 
ing ſcarce capable of longer containing ſuch i 
a prodigious hard Maſs as laid concealed un- 
der it, and was in all Probability as big as 
the Breaſts ofthe Ammonian Women, of which 
uvenal thus ſpeaks, In Meroe, craſſ ma- 
Jorem Infante Mamiliam. She had been with | 
various experienced and reputable Surgeons | 
before, among which was One nat long ago 
deceaſed, who was juſtly looked upon as an 
Ornament of his Profeſſion; but not one 
would willingly attempt a real Cute by cut- 
ting it off, or any other Way: They only i 
| preſcribed ſome palliating Remedies to re- 
move the Pain and prevent its Breaking, 
I was animated by my former Succeſſes, Þ 
and prevailed with my ſelf to undertake it, 
not thinking J was at all blameable if my 
Succeſs in o extraordinary an Affair contra- 
dicted the Prognoſticks of ſo many worthy 
Gentlemen; and though it did, I ſhall at | 
all times think my {elf obliged to pay a De- 
ference to them. I began the Cure by re- 


moving the Integuments from the == 
aſt 
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Part of the Cancerous Subſtance, but did not 
wait for a Separation of the Slough the Eſ- 
carotick made for fear of being incommoded 
in my Procedure by a Fungus; For this 
Reaſon I mixed ſome of our Diſſolvent with 
a digeſtive Ointment, by which Means I had 
a Part of the Cancerous Maſs came away with 
it, without any Trouble to my Patient. I 
continued this Method of Dreſſing ſeveral 
Days longer, with very little Alteration; but 
upon a Complaint of a Pain between the 
Shoulders, I was obliged to change my Me- 
dicine, and foment the Cancer with an Infu- 
ſion of ſome of thoſe Herbs that contain 
many Volatilè attenuating and active Parti- 
cles. And here I cannot but remark, by the 
by, that Applications to the pained Part 
would have been of no Effect, as I have 
many times obſerved, and particularly in a 
Woman which had a Cancerated Breaſt, that 
was violently afflicted with a Pain in her Arm 
on the ſame Side, which would not be re- 
moved by any of the Applications the Per- 
ſon that had the Care of her made uſe of 
the affected Arm. To this I might ſubjoin 
a very pertinent Caſe from Galen; but I fear 
I Hall digreſs too far. The Pain of my Pa- 
tient's Back being removed, I proceeded to 
apply the Diſſolvent, which ſo ſoftened the 
Superficies of the Cancerous _ that in 
Three or Four Days Time I take off 
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above a Quarter of a Pound of it with the 
Edge or Back of my Inciſion Knife, and my 
Patient not fo much as feel me, this I conti- 


nued to accuſtom my ſelf to, becauſe it would 
have been more tedious to have waited for the | 
coming away of the Cancerows Mafs of it ſelf. i 
Sometmnes I varied my Applications as I faw | 
Occafion, but, as my — confeſſed, I ſcarce I 

ut her to any more Pain during the Time her 
Breaft was diſſolving (abating for the Pain of 
her Back) than there is in the dreſſing of an 
Iſſue. The prodigious Bigneſs of the Cancerou: ih 
Mafs made the Cure the more tedious, for it 
was above Three Months before all of it was 
entirely diſſolved and gone; but this being at 
length ſurpriſingly and very happily effected 
the Cancerous Ulcer (the laſt Part of the Can- 
cer that came away left) was incarned and 
_ cicatrized by an Infuſion of vulnerary Herbs, 
to which was added a ſmall Quantity of 
Tincture of Myrrh : Thus was this Cure en- 


tirely compleated and my Succeſs in it con- 
firmed that French Proverb, which ſays, I 
rs better to be condemned to die by the Doctor, 
than by the Judge. I did not als uſe of that 
internal Medicine I mentioned in the former 
Caſe, becauſe here I found no preſſing Ne- 
ceſſity for the Uſe of it, but ſome other pro- 


per Phyſick was taken to diſpoſe the Ulcer 


to heal, as one would have done in any other 
Caſe, Upon the whole of this Cure, I can- 
\ not 
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not ſay whether I had more Trouble with 
the Cancer, or in endeavouring to oblige my 
Patient to a ſtrict Obſervance of ſome of the 
Non- Naturals ſhe ſo often erred in. There 
is nothing can create a greater Trouble to 
the Surgeon, than to. find Patients negligent 
of their Healths, by not endeavourjng to 
prevent or regulate Miſcarriages, nor taking 
ſo much Care of themſelves, as they expect 
the Surgeon ſhould take of them. The 
Rules and Directions of Phyſicians and Sur- 
geons, given to their Patients, we have Rea- 
ſon to believe were not fo often violated for- 
merly ; for in ſome Places they obliged them- 
ſelves very ſtrictly to the Obſervance of them, 
and ſome Hiſtorians give us an Account that 
Selucus made a Law; that if any of the Epi- 
zepbyrian Locrians drank Wine, contrary to 
the Phy/ician's Direction, though they eſcaped 
the ill Conſequents that might have attended 
it, Death was their Puniſhment, becauſe they 
did contrary to what was preſcribed them. 

A Woman about Thirty Years of Age had 
been for a conſiderable Time afflicted with 
a hard painful Tumour under her Tongue, 
for the Cure of which ſhe had applied her 
ſelf to various Perſons, but without Succeſs. 
When I ſaw her I found the Swelling to be 
hard, painful, of a livid Appearance, and 
incommoded her ſo much in ſpeaking, that 
ſhe could not pronounce her Words articu- 
ary lately. 
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tately. I was of the Opinion of ſome Gentle. 
men that had ſeen it before me, viz. That 
it was undoubtedly Cancerous, and as ſuch | 
Rs to cure it ; but I met with mor: 


ifficulties in this Caſe than I at firſt expec. 


ted, for after I thought the Cancerous Sub. 


flance had been entirely diſſolved, and I hafi 


reduced the Ulcer to a very narrow Compaſs 
it began to {well again, and in a ſhort Time 


enlarged it ſelf to almoſt the Bigneſs it wa 
at firſt : This S me upon a Neceſſity of 


making an Incifion into the Body of the Tu- 


mour, that I might commodiouſly come at 
the remaining Part, and fo diſpoſe ſome lit-W 
tle Doſſels of Lint, armed with our Diſſol. 


vent, that they might have their deſired Ef. 


fect, and this in every Reſpect anſwered 
what we propoſed ; ſo that we proceeded 


immediately to incarn the Ulcer, which we 


did by a Lotion prepared of an Infuſion off 
ſome vulnerary Herbs, and Mel. Raſar. Thus 
was this Woman perfectly cured, and ha 


continued well about a Year. | 

' Becauſe I have always found greater Difh- 
cultyin treating Cancers ofthe Mouth and Lips 
than thoſe of the Breaſt, I will here relate 
an Inſtance of one upon the lower Lip that 
proved extreamly troubleſome. It ſometimes 


happens that one, or more, of thoſe Glands i 


which are ſpread on the Inſide of the Cheeks 


and Lips, called Buccales and Labiales, re- 
ceiye 


1 


C 
de 


C 
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ieve ſome Damage by a Bite or Blow; upon 
hich they generally tumefy very much, be- 
ome painful, and in Proceſs of Time (if pro- 

der Means are not made uſe of) may become 
ancerous. Such was the Caſe of a Woman a- 
out Thirty Years of Age, who having had 
Blow on her lower Lip, neglected it till it 
Nas conſiderably tumefied, grew very painful, 
ind became extreamly troubleſome to her. 
he Circumference of the Swelling when 
ſaw it, which was many Months after the 
low was received, was very much inflamed, 
Ind a ſmall Quantity of Icorous Matter diſ- 
Wharged from ſeveral ſmall Puſtules, which 
Wver-{pread it; the Middle, which was the 
Body of the Cancer, was hard, of a whitiſh 
olour, and moveable; it's Sides being only 
onnected to the contiguous Parts by ſome 
ſmall Filaments that were detached from it. 
he ſame Thing Doctor Gendron has diſco + 
ered in an ulcerated Cancer on the Fore- 
Head of the Servant of a certain Margueſs, 
as he obſerves in his Third Chapter of the 
rat we have before mentioned. I began 
with my Patient by applying cool and tem- 
perate Remedies, till the Inflammation was 
conſiderably abated; after this I applied our 
Diſſolvent, which operated ſo mildly that 
my Patient was not ſenſible of near ſo much 
Pain as before ſhe was apprehenſive of: In 
ſhort, the Body of the Cancer was —_— 
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and a good digeſted Matter diſcharged from a 
the Sore. Now all the Difficulty was aftet 
what Manner we ſhould proceed to diſpoſe 
the little Cancerous Branches in the Skin to ; 
come away, but this we effected after the 
following Manner; the Conſiſtent of the 
Medicine we before applyed, was ſuch as wa 
no way qualified for rooting out the Cance- 
rous Filaments, whereupon we were obligetl 
to procure it's Diſſolution in a proper Men 
ſtruum, though it required a conſiderabł 
Time to do it; by this means, we ſoon found 
that what before was ineffectual was now 
capable of effecting what we deſired. Thi 
being done, the Ulcer was incarned by: 
Sarcotick Infuſion (for I never uſe Ointment 
in theſe Caſes) and cicatrized by the common 
drying Plaiſters. It is to be obſerved, that 
the Scar ſtill continues hollow (it having been 
healed near Two Years) and not like thoſ: 
that are the Conſequents of well ordere 
{imple Ulcers. : 
The following Obſervation contains an 
Account of one that was cured of an inc 
pient Cancer in her Breaſt, by Internals. | 
was the rather inclined to ſet down the whole 
Proceſs of this Cure, becauſe by theſe, 
ſuch like Medicines, Perſons under the ſame 
Circumſtances may perhaps be cured, though 
by ſome they may be thought incurabl, 
The Caſe is this; A Gentlewoman, Thirty 
1% Yeats 


777 
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Years of Age, of a thin ſpare Habit of Body, 


by ſome Accident received a Blow upon One 


pole BY of her Breaſts, which put her to an immediat®© 
n to Pain, and that very acute; but it leſſened 
the upon her being let Blood, and the Applica- 
the tion of a diſcutient Plaiſter: However, in 4 
Wal few Days, ſome of the glandulous Grains of 
nce. the Breaſt became indurated, and in Proceſs 
— of Time, by their Increaſe, they were ren- 


dered painful. At this Time ſhe fought out 
for freth Advice, and continued Two Months 
under the Care of a Perſon ſhe was recom- 
mended to; but Things not ſucceeding ac- 
cording to Expectation, ſhe became a Pati- 
ent to Three or Four more. During this 
Time the Lump continued to encreaſe but 
ſlowly, and at the Expiration of Six Months 
it appeared to be a very hard painful Tumour 
in the Middle of the Breaſt, but no bigger 
than a Hen-Egg; whereupon it was thought 
proper to commence her Method of Cure by 
exhibiting the following Pills. R Pill. Tar- 
tar. Quercetan. 3). Calomel gr. viii. F. Pill. 
Ne. 5. Theſe were likewiſe continued twice 
a Week during the whole Cure; after this, 
was ordered the following Infuſion, Vin. 
Rhenan. tbii. Milleped. zii. Ocul. Canc. 305 
Croci. zii. This was not to be taken alone, 
but when it had ſtood Four and Twenty 
Hours, three or four Spoons- full of it was to 
be mixed with a Draught of the enſuing 
| 2 Dietetick- 
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Dietetick-Drink, and taken in the Morning, 
and at Four of the Clock in the Afternoon. 
B: Rad. Sarſap arill. zii. Chinæ 3vi. Fig. 
Saſſafr. zi. Corn. Cervi, Zi, Sem. Correand. 
366. Sant. Rub. zii. Cog. in ag. Font. Con- 
gits 4 per Hore dimidium, deinde ent Clauſe 


ebulliant ad tertiæ Partis Conſumptionem. f 
By the Continuance of theſe Means about 
two Months, and obſerving a regular Me- 
thod of living, the Cure of this Patient was 
effected; though by ſorne the had been looked i 
upon as incurable, unleſs ſhe would ſubmit 
the cutting it out, which is not often attended 4 
with Succeſs. 7 

Perhaps, Sir, here you may object, that i 
it is acting diſengenuouſly, and not like a 
Friend, to give you an Account of thoſe Per- 
ſons only where J have ſucceeded. To thi | 
] anſwer, that excepting one Woman, - that 
was emaciated almoſt to the laſt Degree by 
the exceſſive Diſcharge of a fætid Icorous 
Matter from her Breaſt, and an Abſceſs un- 
der her Arm, and who was carried off by a 
violent Looſneſs, I never had a Perſon mi- 
carried under my Care, where I propoſed a 
Cure. That poor Woman I ſuffered my i 
ſelf :o be perſuaded to take care of, having i 
but {little Proſpect of effecting it, yet my 
End-avours ſucceeded fo well, that had it 


been in our Power to put a Stop to her 
Looſnels, 
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Looſneſs, I am of opinion ſhe might have 
been cured. | | 

What has been hitherto ſaid, I do not 
queſtion but is ſufficient to woe you, that 
this formidable Di/eaſe is not fo. rebellious, 
but that it may be ſometimes conquered by 
Art; and I might here relate a Caſe I have 
at this preſent Writing, wherein not only a 
Part of the Cancer was fixed, but there were 
hard Cancerous Knots extended to the Arm- 
pit; and yet this ſeems to be almoſt well; 
the Ulcer that remains, and which heals 
daily, not being much broader than a Crown 
Piece. But in regard the Patient is not en- 
tirely cured, I ſhall reſerve this Relation untill 
another Opportunity ; though I will embrace 
the preſent to aſſure you that I am, 


SIR, 


- Tour very reſpeci It ul Br other, 


and Humble Servant, 


WI. Beckett, 


- Hatton-Garden, 
Ju 12, 1111, 
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A Solution of ſome Curious Pro- 
blems concerning Cancers. 


PROBLEM I. 


r 
= 


Whether the Cancerous Fuice is Corroſive, or 
not. 


E cannot come to a certain Know- | 
| ledge of the Principles of the Juice | 
which is Todged in the Cancerous Subſtance, 
although. it enjoye the very ſame Properties, 
of that which is diſcharged from an ulcerated 
Cancer, | from the Account which Authors 
have given of the latter ; for they have dif- 
fered very much in determining the Nature 
of the palts, with which they ſuppoſe it 
abounds. Helmont, Van Horne, and moſt 
of thoſe. Gentlemen that were Chymically 
inclined, were of Opinion they belonged to 
the Alkaline Family, but a far greater Num- 
ber than thoſe, have thought they are Acid. 
Riolan, the Father, in his Chirur- % Rio. 
gical Works, without giving his lanus, Cap. 

Opinion what the conſtituent Parts 13. S4. 2. 
of the purplent Matter are, affirmed it to be 
as ſtrong as Poiſon, and that no Death could 
be deviſed too cruel for ſuch a One as ſhould 
give it to a Man. This brings to my Re- 


membrance a · very unhappy Accident a 
Gentleman 


r 
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Gentleman informed me of that befel 
Mr Smith, one of the Surgeons of St Thomas's 
Hoſpital, who being ſo curious as to taſte 
the Juice of a cancerated Breaſt preſently 
after it was extirpated, found himſelf very 
ſtrangely affected by it, in a very ſhort Time; 
he waſhed his Mouth with various Things, 
but nothing could free him from that pene- 
trating, malignant, and nauſeous Savour, he 
was continually attended with; in ſhort, 
he became conſumptive, and in a few Months 
died a Martyr to the Art of Surgery. Icon- 
feſs when I received this Account it did not a 
little ſurprize me, becauſe I had ſeveral times 
had the Curioſity to do the very ſame Thing, 
at the Hoſpital where that unfortunate Gen- 
man made the Experiment. I never found 
any remarkable Sharpneſs in it, though it 
was always attended with a very unpleaſant 
Savour. I proceeded at firſt very cautiouſly 
in making this Attempt ; for I deluted ſome 
Drops of the Juice in ſeveral Spoons-full of 
fair Water, till at length, not finding any 
Inconvenience from it, I came to the Juice 
it ſelf, We cannot imagine the Death of 
that Gentleman before-mentioned, - was pro- 
cured by the Action of any corrofive Salts, 
whether Acid or Alkaline, which would have 
cauſed a Corrofion of the Parts, but that it 
1s only accountable from the extraordinary 
Stench and Malignity of the Matter, which 
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impreſſing its Virulency on the Animal Juices 
muſt undoubtedly diſturb their regular Mo- 
tions, and cauſe the utmoſt Confuſion of the 


whole Oeconomy. It muſt certainly be a 


very tragical Scene, to obſerve how Nature, 
by ſo inconſiderale Means, confounds and 
inſults, over the Animal Syſtem; but ſtill 
there is nothing we are more certain of, than 
that her Method of Procedure is always con- 
ſiſtent to the Rules ſne acts by. Since the 
writing of this, looking over a little Tract 
which informs us of the Rarities in Neu- 
England, I met with a Relation which diſ- 
covers to us the peculiar and odd Quality of 


the Juice of a cancerated Breaſt, or Wolf, 


as our Author calls it. He tells us that an 
indulgent Huſband, by ſucking his Wite's 
ſore Breaſt to draw out the Poiſon, loſt all 
his Teeth, but was attended by no other 
Inconvenience. Now this does not prove that 
ſo ſtrange an Effect ſhould ſucceed the ſucking 
the Ulcer, becauſe of the Corroſiveneſs of 
the Matter ; for had it been ſo, ſuch tender 


Parts as the Gums, Lips, and Tongue, 


could not have eſcaped ſo well as to have re- 


ceived no Damage by it. 


PROBLEM II. 


r 
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PROBLEM I. 
Whether Cancers are contagious, or not. 


THERE has been a very great Diſa- 
1 greement in the Sentiments of our 
8 Predeceſſors as to this Point; 
Prax. Med. ad- but Zacutas Luſitanus propoſes 
Os Lib. 1. to prove it by Reaſon and Ex- 

18 perience. His Reaſons are, Firſt, 
becauſe in an ulcerated Cancer there is a Ca- 
daverous Stench and Rottenneſs, which in- 
fects the Neighbouring Parts with it's Viru- 
lency. Secondly, Becauſe a Cancer is the 
ſame Diſeaſe as an Elephantiaſis, and Leproſy 
of a particular Part. To this, Sennertus in 
his Poſthumous Works anſwers, that all cor- 
rupted and fætid Subſtances are not conta- 
gious; for in a Gangrene and Sphacetls, 
there is the greateſt Corruption and offenſive 

Smell, yet we do not find that a Perſon is 
killed by it: He adds, though a Cancer has 
ſome Similitude to an Elephantiaſis, they are 
different Diſeaſes. Tuſitanus deduces his 
Experience from an Obſervation of a poor 
Woman, that having an ulcerated Cancer in 
her Breaſt, and lying with three Children, 
they were affected after the ſame Manner by 
the Contagion. He ſays that Two of them 
died, but the Third, which was of a ſtronger 
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Conſtitution, had the Cancer cut 2 
oft by a Sur. geen and was eured. id Sennen. 
Sennertus is of Opinion that 7 . 
theſe Children did not contract Cap. rg. 
the Diſcaſe by Contagion, but | 7 
that it was by Hereditary Succeſſion. We] | 
likewiſe find that Cardan, Lib. de rene 
Cap. 12. is of Opinion chat Cancers are not. 
4 contagious. However, we will not makeſi 
' any particular Enquiry into theſe Author 
ll Reaſons, when they ſo ſtrenuouſly maintain 
this Point; but only relate a remarkable 
Hiſtory, which will prove the contrary, i 
the Cancerous Matter comes to an immediate 
Contract with a ſoft and glandulous Part. 
The Relation I had (ſome time ago) from 
Gentleman not Jong ſince deceated, who | 
out of a pious Diſpoſition, had devoted him ; 
( 


ſelf for ſeveral Years laſt paſt, to be ſervices 
ble to the greateſt Objects of Charity. Hl 
informed me that a Tradeſman's Wife i 
Nottingham, being ſo unhappy as to labou' 
under a Cancer in one of her Breaſts, he f 
Tuſband was of Opinion he could relieve hel 
on ſucking it; accordingly he put this Me. 

thod in Practice, in hopes without doubt be 
5 1 effect a Cure, by drawing the Cane p 
rous Matter out of the Nipple; he continued| 
his Attempts for ſome Time, but found | 8 
did not anſwer his Deſign; for though 9 


mall Quantity of Matter was diſchatged 
thi | 
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this way, the Diſcaſe ſtill became worſe, 
and ſhe terminated her Life ſoon after. 
 & Two Months were ſcarce expired before the 

Huſband of the Deceaſed came up to Lon- 
ve! don, upon Account of a ſwelling he had 
„ aroſe on the Inſide of the upper Jaw ; he 

g applied himſelf to ſome ingenious Surgeons 
ke for Advice, who affured bim he muſt un- 
dergo the drawing of feveral Teeth on that 
Side of the Jaw which was affected, and 
have the Swelling, and Part cf the Jaw-Bone 
(if neceſſary) dit away; he went away very 
much difatistyed with ſo harth a Propoſal, 
and became a Patient to a Perſon, who un- 
dertook to cure him with Gargels, and ſuch 
inconſiderable Remedies; however, by the 


2 Uſe of tfeſe Things he was of Opinion he 
became much better, and thought he ſhould 

Ceci . 7 . 

17.0 be cured. Upon this he retired into the 


Country to his Buſineſs, but in leſs than a 
Month's Time he was obliged to come up a- 
gain, and have the former Method pur in. 


Practice. But the Event was according to 
that Expreſſion of Galen, Quibus 


t he em funt Cancri in cavitate Cir- Vie Galen. 
ö ö \ in Aph. Hip. 
eie, aut Palato, ſede utero, fi Com. I ib. d. 
oct eentur, aut urantur, ulcera cica- Aph. 38. 
mL induci non foſſunt, For the 

1 Sore could never be brought to cicatrize, but 


the Cancer continu'd to ſpread, till it had ex- 
tended in ſelf over moſt of the internal Parts 
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of the Mouth, and to the inner Part of che 
Noſe: In this 1 Condition, he lived 


ſome time, but at laſt became 10 fright- | 
ful an Object, and the Stench that continu- | 
ally proceeded from the Parts was fo offen- 
- five, that he retired himſelf from theWorld, 
and finiſhed his miſerable Life in a Garret. 
Since the, finiſhing the Solution to the fore- | 
going Problem, 1 met with a Surgeon (a Fo- 
reigner) who giving me an Account of the 
preſent State of the Practice of Surgery in 
the Country where he lived, and relating 
ſome conſiderable Caſes which bad-happen: 
ed within his own Knowledge, in anſwer 


n 


— P 


to my Deſire, among other things, told me, 
without any particular Intimation from me, 
he knew a very odd Accident, which ha- ; 
pened upon a Woman's having an ulcerated 
Cancer in her right Breaſt, which was, that] 
ſhe being poor, for want of other Conve. | 
niencies, ſuffered two Children ſhe had to lie] 

with her in that Condition; at length on} 

of them, a Girl about five Years old, be- 

gan to be afflicted with a ſmall painful Tu- d 
mour in one of her Breaſts, which encreaſ- 

ing to near the Bigneſs of an Egg, became 
Livid, and entirely Cancerous; the Mother] 
died ſome time after, and the Child did not] 
long ſurvive her; but the other Child con- 
tinned well. Goveral Surgeons gave theit 

Sentiments of this Caſe ; ſome thought it 
. to 
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to be an Hereditary Indiſpoſition; but con- 
ſidering the Mother had no Appearance of a 
Cancer before or at the Birth of the Child, 
I cannot but readily embrace the Opinion of 
thoſe Gentlemen, that were inclined to be- 
lieve that it was contracted by Contagion, 
ſeeing the Poſition of the Child's Body was 
ſuch in Bed, that that Part of it which was 
affected was almoſt always diſpoſed to rub 
againſt the Dreſſings ſoaked in Matter, (for 
I underſtand the Mother took but very little 
Care to change them often.) Now it is not 
at all probable, that the malignant Effluvia, 
which continually paſs off from the Cance- 
rous Maſs, and the putrefied Matter, can 
diſpoſe a Perſon at any little Diſtance to be 
affected with the like Diſeaſe, for then the 
other Child would have became a Sufferer; 
but it may happen in ſome extraordinary 
Caſes, where the corrupted Fluid has at- 
tained an exalted Pitch of Malignity, to 
communicate ſome of its more active Parti- 
cles to the Blood and Spirit; and ſo cauſing 
a very great Diſorder in their Motions pro- 
duce a violent Fever, and Confufion of the 
whole Oeconomy, ſo as to occaſion a Per- 
ſon's Death. But ſee a remarkable Caſe in 


Tulpius, Lib. 4. Oh. 8. That there are 


ſeveral cutaneous Diſeaſes that may be pro- 
pagated by Contagion, if a Perſon lies with 
another, is by all allowed of; and that the 


lying 
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lying with a Perſon that bas a Cancer may be 
attended by ſuch a Diſcaſe, from the Proofs 
we have brought, I ſuppoſe will be agreed 
to be equally as certain. But this cannot 
happen unleſs the matter be very malig- 
nant, and be ſuftered, by the Negligence of 
the Patient, to come to an immediate Con- 
tract, with a Part of the Body of the other 
Perſon; for then, without doubt, it may 
contuminate the Fluids, and incline them to 
aſſume a Viſcidity, to which the Efuvia 
will immediately adhere, becauſe they are 
beſt qualifyed for a Union with thoſe Sub- 
{ſtances that are viſcous. To this we may 
add, that in thoſe Perſons that are nearly 
related, the Malignity may be more eafily 
communicable becauſe of their Analogy to 
each other; for conſonant hereto, Diemer- 
broeck ſays in his Treatiſe of the Plague, that 
Kindred more eaſily receive the Infection from 

one another. But ſee more in 


Vide Dine, that Author's excellent Book 
droeck de Peſt. . 

Page 58. where you have likewiſe ſome 
curious Thoughts relating to 


Contagion. 


PROBLEM II. 
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PROBLEM III. 


6 ws (3 UP 


Whether if the extirpating a Cancerous 
Breaſt happens to be ſucceſsful, it ought 
to be look'd upon as a Conſequence of Per- 
forming the Operation better than our Pre- 
deceſſors. | 


1 1 
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Y the Account we receive from Au- 
thors we cannot be poſitively affured, 
whether there was any particular eſtabliſh- 
ed Method in the firſt Ages of this Art, 
for the Performance of this Operation : 
This we are only aſſured of that there are 

ſome Circumſtances which 
relate to 1t,_ that have been 8 _— 
taken Notice of; the mot Bo hy! 
conſiderable of which is, &:-4 
that the actual Cautery was to be applied 
immediately after the Abſciſion; this they 
adviſed, not only to put a Stop to the Flux 
of Blood, but likewiſe to correct the ill 
Quality of it: It is to be obſerved, that they 
ordered always, upon ſuch an Occafion, De- 
fenſatives to be applied to the contiguous 
Parts, to prevent their being inflamed: ; but 
tor as much as they were ſenſible the actual 
Cautery would procure an Eſchar, they re- 
commended the Uſe of Digeſtives to ſeparate 
it; after which, they propoſcd to heal it as 
| a common 
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a common Ulcer. The very next Advance 


this Operation received, that we have met 


with, was by that Ac- EE PR 
curate Writer Francifcus (ae 6 ID: 2, 
Arceus, who obliged the — N 
World with an exact 
and methodical Account of the whole Me- 
thod of Procedure in extirpating a Cancer in 
the Breaſt; though this Author would only 
venture on thoſe that were not Ulcerated, 
thoſe that were he looked upon as incurable. 
We do not find that this Method was recom- 
mended to the World by any remarkable 
Hiſtories of Cures effected by it; whether 
it proceeded from the Unſucceſsfulneſs of the 
Attempts, or its Diſuſe, we cannot deter- 
mine. Fabritius Hildanus likewiſe made a 
conſiderable Step towards the Encourag- 
ing the Performing this Operation; and he 
aſſures us, he has more than once done it 
with Succeſs; he did not only influence his 
Cotemporaries to revive an Operation, that 
was, perhaps, almoſt grown out of Date, 
by the Hiſtories of ſome Caſes he recites; 
but obliged them with the Figure of a Pair 
of Forceps, which in this Operation are 
very convenient to engage the Breaſt, and 
thereby prevent the Pain the Patients are 
ſometimes put to, by piercing the Breaſt 
with Needles armed with Silk to ſuſpend it. 
(There are ſeveral Ways of performing the 
Operation, 
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Operation, mentioned by later Practitio- 
hers, but at this Time there are few that are 
willing to be concerned in it. A very con- 
ſiderable Author ſpeaking of extirpating a 
Cancerous Breaſt, adviſes us to take care we 
do not cut the Pectoral Muſcle in the * 
tion: But we have ſeen a very remarkable 
Caſe of this Nature, where a Part of that 
Muſcle was cut away, and the Cartilages of 
the two of the Ribs laid bare, and the Patient 
happened to be cured. Now if our Prede- 
ceſſors had ſo great a Reſpect to the avoid- 
ing the wounding of this Part, as to make 
their Inciſions too ſuperficial, their Opera- 
tions muſt be in all Probability unſucceſs- 
ful; for we are very well aſſured by Expe- 
rience, that their actual Cauteries will have 
no good Effect here, nor will they conſume 
the remaining Part of the Cancerous Maſs. 
We have elſewhere ſhewed, that this Sub- 
ſtance upon boiling becomes hard and fria- 
ble; and we will here take the Liberty to 
give our Opinion of the Uſe of Cauter ies in 
this Caſe. . The Cancerous Subſtance we take 
to be nothing more than a Transformation 
of the ſmall glandulous Bodies, which form 
the Breaſt, and a Lymphatick Juice, inti- 
mately incorporated therewith, into a hard, 
cloſe, whitiſh, and (by common Medi- 
cines) indiſſolvable Maſs. In ſome Caſes, 
perhaps, it may receive ſome Addition from 
ſome 
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ſome Juices, which may diſtil from the 
contiguous Fibres. This being granted, 
what Benefit, can we reaſonably imagine, 
will enſue on this painful Method? Will 
not the Fire, by cauſing the more Fluid 
Parts of the Maſs to evaporite, actually dry 
up, torrefy, and harden it; and ſo diſpole 
it for diſplaying a Train of miſchievous Ef- 
fects, on the contiguous Parts? and all this 


without any very apparent Decreaſe of it Wl: 


too: Nay, the very reducing of it to ſuch 
a Conſiſtence, which very much reſemblesa 
Piece of burnt Horn, is ſufficient to pro- 
cure a perpetual Pain, ſeeing Medicines can 
hardly ſoften it, ſo as to reduce it to its firſ 
State. 3 


PROBLEM Iv. 
Whether Sallvation will Cure a Cancer. 


I E extraordinary Succeſs this Method 

has been attended with, in ſome Caſe 

of the greateſt Difficulty, has ſo far recom: 
mended it. to the World, that it is at thi 
Time become of ſo great Repute, that there 
are few Perſons but what will willingly em- 
brace it, if propoſed to them, provided they 
have found former Methods prove ineffec- 
tual. We once knew a Perſon, who k- 


boured under an ulcerated Cancer in het 
| | Br eaſt, 
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Breaſt, adviſed to it, and who had certain- 
ly under-gone it, though contrary to the 
Opinion of ſome Perſons concerned, if in 
three or four Days time the had not been 
reduced to fuch a weak Condition, that it 
put an End to the Controverſy. That a 
Saltuation has cured the moſt malign and 
WT ſpreading Ulcers, and thofe that have been 
of ſeveral Years continuance, notwithſtand- 
ing their Edges have been high, inverted and 
Waſflumed the Conſiſtence of a callous Body, 
be have found by ſeveral Inftances ; but 
chat it ſhould cure a Cancerozs Ulcer, an 
Ulcer which is chiefly ſeated in a transform- 
ed animal Subftance, and which has no 
Correſpondence with the contiguous Parts, 
is what we cannot believe. One of the 
principal Effects of Mercury, if prudently 
given, is, that it attenuates the Juices, ctears 
the Canals, deſtroys the ill Quality of that 
Fluid that has a Hand in caufing any Ob- 
ſtruction, and renders the Fuices temperate 
and fweet. By effecting this, it is, that it 
cures ſo many different Diſeaſes, which per- 
haps have not ſo great a Diverfity in their 
Cauſes, but have different Appearances, 
which depend upon the Variety af Parts, 
where the Cauſe operates. From hence any 
One may judge, that a Perſon who diſcovers 
2 certain Method of caring Cancers by Me- 
dicines only, will find that it will not con- 
N G 2 A(t 


44 New DISscovERIES 


ſiſt in a Secret for purifying the Juices, 
which can have no Effect on the Cancerous 

Maſs, fo as to procure it's Diſſolution; and 
without a Remedy for which his Method 
will be always unſucceſsful. Merck/rn, in 
his Treatiſe de Transfus Sanguinis, page 45, 
tells us we have no Reaſon to believe we 
may have Succeſs from Transfuſion in a 
Cancer, nor indeed would Injections ſucceed i 
better; though, perhaps, by this Means, i 
it is poſſible ſo to alter the Fluids, that UV 
cers, not Cancerous, may be cured in a ſhort if 
Time, as it once happened to a certain Per- 
ſon, who being under Cure for an inveterate 
Pox, had ſome Rin of Scammony infuſed 
in the Eflence of Guaiacum, injected into 
his Veins, which Vomited him exceflively; 
but his Ulcers were healed in three Day 
Time. From what has been hitherto ſaid 
it is evident, that a Salivation can nevet 
cure a confirmed Cancer, becauſe it is not 
capable of procuring a Diſſolution of that 
hard Subſtance, which is the real Cancer i 
ſelf, The Glands we have obſerved, witi 
the extravaſated Lympha, and its Veſlelz 
are perfectly changed to a different Subſtance 
to what they were before, all which make! 
Maſs of ſuch a Nature, that it will be in- 
poilible to procure it's Diſſolution by any in- 
ward Means, If the Cancer was nothing 
more than a Coagulation of the . 
5 the 
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the Veſſels, or other Canals, or Pipes, the 
Cure might be much more eaſily effected, 

but as the Cancer is conjoined with ſuch 

Circumſtances as we have mentioned, we 
may affirm the Cure will be altogether im- 
poſſible without the whole Subſtance with 
it's Appendices or Branches (which we have 
found they often have) be taken away; or 
a perfect Diſſolution of all of it be qo 
ed by ſome external Remedy, which is ca- 
pable of operating on it after ſuch a peculiar 
Manner, as to diſſolve the Cancerous Sub- 
ſtance, without having any ſuch Effect on 
the contiguous Parts, 


PROBLEM V. 
Whether Cancers are Curable by Cauſticks. 


HE Difficulty that thoſe of our Pre- 
deceſſors who had Courage enough 

to attempt the Cure of Cancers, muſt un- 
avoidably meet with, obliged them to enter 
upon ſeveral Methods of Practice, in order to 
be capable of ſurmounting it; and there have 
not been wanting for theſe ſeveral hundred 
Vears laſt paſt, ſome Gentlemen in the Re- 
publick of Medicine that have propoſed to 
conquer this Rebellious Diſeaſe, by the uſe 
of ſome particular Cauſticks, they have re- 
commended. It is foreign to my Deſign, 
| | to 
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to give an Account of the Compoſition of 
the ſeveral Remedies, they have been big 
with the Expectation of Succeſs from; I 
ſhall only take notice of one or two not 


very pompous Preparations,” that by ſome 
Perfons I know, have been looked upon as 


extraordinary as any that have been tranſ- 


mitted to us. Guido, who I think I may 
juſtly fay is one of the beſt Authors of fo 
ancient a Date, has been very laviſh of his 
Encomiums on Arjfaick, and after him 
Fallopius, Rodericus a Caſtro, Offentus, Pe- 
u2tus, Faber, Borellus, and others, have re- 
commended it in fome particular Prepa- 
rations. That of Fuſchius, who is faid to 
have cured abundance of Perſöns of Cancers, 
in England, Germany, and Poland, having 
had the moſt ſaid in it's Com mendation, re- 
ired our more particular Natice ; Hark- 
mam calls it Pu Benedictus, which whether 
it deſerves that Title, we will. leave the to 
Reader to judge, after we have faithfully re- 
counted the 2 — of it. Its Preparation 
is as follows: I Arſenici albi zi ſubtiliſe 
Ame pulueriſetur per dies 15 de die tertia in 
tertium affundatur Ag. vitœ, ut csoperiat 
fulverem, poſt triduum Ag. vitœæ abjiciatur, 
ac neva affundatur, ac miſceantur. Rad 
Dracunouli Major, menſe Julio vel Agu. cal- 
leet & in taleclas ſciſæ ac in laco ventis per- 
N exſiccate Fu. Fuliginis Camini ſblendza: 
3 
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Silt redigantur omnia in ſubliliſſim um pul- 
verem ſuper lapidem marmoreum, & ſerve- 
tur in Vaſe bene clauſo vitreo. Ante annum 
vero ad uſum non erit it à commodus. This 
Powder I applied to a Cancerated Breaſt of 
a Woman, under thirty Years of Age, at- 
ter having made a Sore by applying one of 
the milder Cauſticks; the firſt Night it was 
made uſe of, it cauſed a great deal of pain, 
and the next Day, the Breaſt appeared very 
much tumefied and inflamed, a ſmall quan- 
tity of Gleet, having diſcharged' on the 
Bolfter : in ſhort for fifteen Days ſhe was 
not free from pain, ſhe had a Fever, wasat- 
tended with frequent Vomitings, Farntings, 
and ſeveral other Diſorders. I could afford 
her but very little Relief by Internals, or 
the moſt cool and temperate Applications to 
the Breaſt ; nor was it in my Power to re- 
move the dreſſing, it adhered fo faſt to the 
Sore. There was a Difcharge of a bloody 
ſerous Juice for twelve Days in a moderate 
quantity, after which the Matter thickned, 
and it began to ſwell ſomewhat offenſive, 
at the end of fifteen Days the Drefling 
dropped off, and with it came away about 
two Ounces of the cancerous Maſs. The 
Reader may caſily imagine that making ſo 
ſmall a Progreſs in ſuch a time, and that at 


the Expence of fo much Pain, I could eaſi- 


Iy prevail with my ſelf to deſiſt from the 
8 Undertaking, 
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Undertaking, for the ſecond Application 
would have been attended with the ſame 
Inconveniencies as the firſt, which to any 
Perſons that entertains ſuch a concern for 
his Patients as he ought to do, muſt be ve 
fatiguing ; in ſhort, after this I made as 
of that Remedy I had elſewhere mention- 
ed, and which from its Effect was properly 
enough called a Diſſolvent, with this by the 
Bleſſing of God the Cancerous Subſtance was 
conſumed in about three Weeks, and a per- 
fect Cure compleated in not many Days 
after, the Patient which I ſaw lately con- 
tinuing perfectly well, it being the firſt Caſe 
that ever Providence directed me to the uſe 
of the Remedy in. Hildan has an Ob- 
ſervation very pertinent to what we have 
before related; he tells us, that the Powger 
ſo much celebrated by Penotus, and which 
is much the ſame with that juſt now men- 
tioned, being applyed to a Cancer, was ſuc- 
ceeded by ſuch ill Sypmtoms, that it killed 
the Patient in a few Days. Weare inform- 
ed in the communicated Obſervations of 
Ri verius, that a Foreigner extirpated a Can- 
cer, that had began to Ulcerate in the Breaſt 
of a Woman of fifty Years of Age, by the 
following Application: R Arſenici gi. Salis 
Armoniaci zii. Sublimat. crud. Fiiii. Ag; Fortis 
Zi. Theſe were to be diſtilld to Dryneſs, then 
an equal Weight of diſtilld Vinegar put 
ay thereto, 
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thereto, which was to be diſtilled again, till 
the remaining Matter became of the Conſi- 
ſtance of a Paſte. The Surgeon bathed the 
Cancer with hot Wine, and rubbed it with 
Cloths for ſome time to zrr:zate it, then 
he ſpread ſome of his Compoſition on a 
Bolſter ſix times leſs than the Tumour, and 
applied it; in twenty four Hours time, 
it made an Eſcar as large as the Swelling, fo 
that it wholly conſumed the Cancer ; atter 
the Separation of the Eſcar he incarned the 
Ulcer and cicatrized it. It is very obſervable, 
that he did not engage in this painful Pro- 
ceſs, without immediately cauſing a Fever, 
which was attended with a Vomiting, Looſ- 
neſs, and much Provocation of Urine ; which 
Symptoms laſted two or three Days, for 
Nature was diſordered by the deſtructive 
Quality of a venemous Remedy. Paracel- 


ſus, Faber, and ſome others, make mention 


of Arſnical Preparations, that procure but 
little Pain in their Operation; I had a De- 
ſign of making a Trial of ſome of theſe 
Remedies, had I not in my Enquiries met 
with what was very ſatisfactory to me, 
though after knowing what I have related, 
I ſhould have always cautiouſly avoided the 
uſe of any Remedy, in which the Ar/nick 
Had not undergone ſuch a Preparation as I 
ſhould have approved of, becauſe I am aſ- 
ſured it may procure very miſchievious Symp- 

| toms, 
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toms, though in Subſtance, it do not ſo 
much as touch the Skin, witneſs the Amu- | 
lers, in which it has been the chief Ingre. : 
dient, and of which there have been ſuch | 
direful Accidents related by Crato, Maſſaria, f 
and Zacutus Lucitanus. I do not think 1 it 
impoſſible, but that Arſnicł may be pre- 
pared after ſuch a manner as may, by the ad- 
dition of ſome convenient Body, or ep. 
ing it of its noxious Particles, quality it for 
effecting uncommon things in the Cure of 8 
this Diſeaſe, without cauſing the Surgeon to ; 
repent the uſe of it. Iremember that Hel. 
mont ſomewhere ſays one may eaſily enough 
correct ſeveral ſorts of Poiſons, ſo that they iſ 
ſhall not be deprived of their Force, when 
we deſtroy their Virulency. Many Inſtan- 
ces of this Nature we meet with in Mr 
Boyle, and ſome others; but that which 
makes moſt for my preſent purpoſe, is, 
what is mentioned by the laſt Honourable 
Gentleman, of a very ingenious Man he 
knew, that was famous, as well for his 
Writings, as for a Remedy to cure ulcerated 
Cancers in Womens Breaſts, without any 
conſiderable Pain. He aſſured our Author 
that his Medicine was indolent, and mor- 
tified the ulcerated Parts as far as they were 
corrupted, without diſordering the Party, 
and this Remedy it ſeems partly by the 
Confeſſion of the Gentleman, was reaſon- 


ably 
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ably enough ſuppoſed to be a Dulcification 
of Arſnick; one would think that the men- 
tion of this very Remedy, with Monfieur 
Alliot's, and that recommended in the pre- 
ceeding Letter, ſhould be ſufficient to in- 
fluence the inquiſitive of our Profeſſion to 
farther Enquiries, which muſt be certainly 
an Undertaking, worthy the nobleſt Spirits. 
To conclude, we cannot ſay, but there are 
many. Cancers that may be cured by Cau- 
ſticks, but the Perſon that is to undergo it, 
may very well anſwer, as a certain Patient 
did, who's Thigh was to be cut off, Nan 
eſt tanto digna dolore Salus. The Preſerva— 
tion of Life would be too dear bought at the 
Price of ſo much Pain. This puts me in 
Mind of what is related of Galienus the 
Emperor, who it ſeems had for a conſider- 
able time been very grieviouſly afflicted with 
a Sciatica, a certain Phyſician undertaki 
to cure him, performed indeed his Promiſe, 
but nevertheleſs made him undergo a thou- 
fand painful Experiments; whereupon, the 
Emperor one Day ſent for, and thus faid to 
him, Take Fabatus two Thouſand Seſterces, 
but withal, be informed T give them not far 
curing my Sciatica, but that thou may'ſt never 
cure me again. 
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PROBLEM VI. 


Whether Cancers are Cur alle by internal 
Medici nes. 


5 wil GH this Problem at firſt View N 
ſeem to be too near allied to 
that which proves the Impoſſibility of cu- 1 


ring cancerous Tumours, whether ulcerated 


or not, by Salivation ; yet in regard there 
are ſome Perions, that tell us the Diſeaſe is 
ſuperable by ſome internal Remedies, Which 


operate after a quite different Manner, to 
thoſe generally given to procure a Salivation, 
we ſhall enquire into one of the moſt con- 
ſiderable of them, related by a Perſon 
whoſe Memory we have a very great Value 
for. And we ſhall the rather take Notice 
of this particular Remedy, becauſe we have 
elſewhere ſpoke of the Succeſs of it. -It 
were no very difficult Matter for me to 
mention ſeveral internal Medicines, out of 
our Chirurgical Writers, more eſpecially 
thoſe that have been Favourers of Chemi- 
ſtry ; but I ſhall purpoſely decline it, be- 
cauſe to ſpeak freely, I ſuſpect that moſt of 
the Remedies, though much has been faid 
in their Praiſe, have not been ſufficiently 
examined by thoſe that recommended them. 
To this we may add, that had the r- 

0 
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of them conſidered the vaſt Difference 
there is to be obſerved in Cancers, they 
would not have ſo ſuddainly and poſitively 
determined, that their Medicines were of 
uſe in theſe Caſes in general; ſeeing we 
muſt have regard to abſolutely different In- 
tentions, in thoſe that are not ulcerated, and 
thoſe that are, and thoſe that are a hard 
Tumour, and thoſe that are flat, and like- 
wiſe when they are conjoined with Circum- 
ſtances, which are often enough to be met 
with. The Honourable Mr Boyle in his 
Uſefulneſs of experimental Philoſophy, tiells 
us, that he was informed by credible Per- 
ſons, of a certain Engliſb Woman above 
ſixty Years of Age, who had lain long in- 
diſpoſed with a Cancer in her Breaſt, in an 
Hoſpital in Zeeland, and was by Doctor 
Harberfeld, with one ſingle inward Reme- 
] dy perfectly cured in three Weeks; the Re- 
lation was made by a Doctor of Phyjick, 
| who was an Eye Witneſs of the Cure, and 
another Perſon who not only ſaw the Cure, 
but knew the Woman before, and out of 
Charity, carried her to him that healed her. 
Our Author was informed, that the Chemi- 
cal Liquor the Doctor conſtantly made uſe 
of, does in the Doſe of about a Spoonful or 
two, work ſuddainly and nimbly enough by 
Vomit,” but hath very quickly ended it's 
Operation, ſo that within an Hour, or leſs, 

after 
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after the Patient has taken it, he is com- 
monly well again, and very hungry. He 
adds, that having ſome of the Liquor pre. 
ſented him, he found the Taſte to be offen- 
five enough, and not unlike that of Vitriol, 
which by the Taſte and emetick Operation, 
was gueſſed to be it's principal Ingredient. 
The Relators aſſured our Author they had | 
been in England, as well as elſewhere partly 
Eye Witneſſes, and partly Performers of 
wonderful Cures by the help of it alone, 
under God, in the King's Ev:/; mſomuch, Þ 
that an eminent Gentleman of this Nation, 
hath been cured by it, when that Diſtemper i 
had brought his Arm to ſuch a paſs, that the 
Surgeons had appointed a time to cut it off. 
Now, who is there, that upon reading this 
Account would not think the Doctor a very 
happy Man, that was Maſter of ſo valuable 


a Secret; but alas! How fatisfactory would 


it be to the World if the hundredth part of 
the Remedies that have been handed down 
ta us, had a Power of effecting thoſe things 
that are aſcribed to them, without being at- 
tended with any ill Confequences. I aſſure 
you, Reader, I have made uſe of this very 
Remedy, for fince I mentioned it as the 
Dactor's having great Succeſs from it; I 
met with the true Preparation of- it, as it 
was communicated to Sir Kenelm Digby by 
Doctor Havervelt, or Haberfield, for the 
| | Cure 
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Cure of Cancers, the King's Evil, and old 
Ulcers, It is as follows. RR Dantzick Vit- 
niol, calcine it till it be yellow, then grind it 
vith Salt, or Salt Petre, the ordinary pro- 
Portion with this Sublime Mercury, which Sub- 

ine once again by it ſelf, then take only the 
8 Criftaline part of it; ꝙ this take Fi, grind it 
Wo 2 Subtile Powder in a Glaſs Mortar with 
2 Glaſs Peſile. Put this into a Glaſs Bot- 
te, and pour upon it a Quart of Fountain 
Water, ſtop the Bottle cloſe, and let it 
W ſtand thus for ſome Days, ſhaking it often; 
after it is well ſettled pour off the clear, 
W and filtre it; take a Spoonful of this Liquor, 
which put into a Vaal, and = to it two 
Spoonfuls of fair Water; ſhake the Vial 
well, and let the Patient Drink it in the 
Morning Faſting: As to the quickneſs of 
its Operation, and the making the Patient 
Hungry, I found it at firſt to agree with 
what Mr Boyle ſays of it; but upon giving 
it three or four times, the Patient would 
afterward complain of a Languidneſs, which 
was uſhered in by a Sickneſs at the Stomach; 
after this, they would be attended with a 
Heat or Soreneſs of the Throat, immode- 
rate Thirſt, convulſive Motions of the Sto- 
mach, &:. Some of which Inconvenien- 
cies would continue for many Hours to- 
gether. It was upon Account of the Me- 
lancholy Reflections of bringing the Patients 
into 
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into ſuch Diſortler, and their Unwillingneſs 
to endure ſuch Fatigues, that I had never 
Courage enough to proceed in this Method, 
J cannot but fay, upon the Alteration [ 
found in a Patient of mine, from the uſe of 
fix Doſes of this Medicine, that it may as 
well as ſome other chutliſh Remedies, cure 
ſome flat ulcerated Cancers, where there is no 
Tumour to diflolve, in Perſons that are ca- 
pable of often repeating it, which I think 
is ſufficient to put us upon farther Enquiries, 
that we may be able to accompliſh ſuch 
Undertakings without bringing upon the 
Patient ſuch a Train of miſchievous Acci- 
dents. PRES 1 
POSTSCRIPT, 

What follows is taken from a Manuſcript 
which. at this time 1714-15, belongs to one 
of the Family of the Pains, that have fora 
Jong time pretended to'cure Cancers: In the 
Margin is this Note, (Lied by my Father, 
and Grandfather, and Brothers, and known 
as a thing excellent by long Practice in our 
Family of the Pains:) The Book was lent 
me by my Brother Dobyns, who had it from 
one of the Family, a Patient of his. 

pe Red Cauftick. © 

To eat all Superfluous Cancerous and 
Schirrous Matters gathered hard in the Edges 
or Sides of any Ulcer or Cancer, breeding 

upon 


ec 
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upon the Mouth, Face, Noſe or Valva. Take 
of Bole Armoniac one Ounce, of yellow 
Arſnic three Ounces, powder them and 
ſearſe them fine, pare an Apple or two and 
take of the Pulp and put ſo much of it 
to the Powder (beating of it together in a 
Mortar) as will make it of the ſtiffneſs of 
Dough, then make it up into round Balls- 
Wot the bigneſs of a Walnut, dry them in 
Wa Chamber-Window till they be hard enough. 
When you uſe theſe Balls ſhave a little off 
from them into your Hand, and moiſten the 
Flame with a little Spittle, and rub it well 
about the hard Foot of the Noli me Tangere, 
and all over the Head of the ſame, and after 
chat you have gathered him up into the Li- 
gature and knit him hard up (for it ſeems 
they uſed a Ligature ſmeared with the Me- 
dicine) then apply your Preparation before- 
mentioned, and lay fine Holland Raggs dipt 
in the following Red Water, all over the 
ſaid Cauſtic, and ſo let it lye till it fall off 
its ſelf. Note, The Quantity of Cauſtic 
laid on, ought not to be much, and yet 
ſufficient to work its effect. It worketh with 
great Pain for twelve Hours or more, and 
after that by Fits, like the Tooth-Ach; as the 
Pain worketh off it cauſes great Inflamma- 
tion and Swelling about thoſe Parts it is ap- 
plied to, but this does not continue above 
tour or five Days; ſo meddle not with it till 
. the 
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the Cauſtick comes off. Then you may fol 
three or four Days dreſs the Inflammatiaſ 
with Diachylon Plaiſter, or the Red Wade 
warm. | 2 


The Red Water for 4 Cancer, 


Quench unſlacked Lime in boiling well 
ter, which let ſtand ſix Hours, the cle | 
Water poured off, put to the Fire again; vM 
a Gallon'and half of which, put Gamphr | 
3 Alces Succatrine 3bb. Common Bol: i 
W bite Copperas or Allum zii all powder 
which boil in the Liquor a little while: H 
ſometimes gave a Pill made of Deflograti 
Red Precipitate, which ſometimes mat 
them ſpit a little, 


The Mufilage Plalſter to diſſe Schirru 
Knots in the Breaſt. ; 
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Take of the white and inward Bark « 
the Witch-Haſel half a Handful; cut it ſhot 
and ſtamp it, then take of the Roots d 
Marſh Mallows, Holy-hock Roots two « 
three Roots, clean them and throw away 
the Pith, ſtamp all together, then take of 
F enugreek and Linſeed of each two Ounce 
powdered, put all in an Earthen-pot, then 
take a Pint of white Wine or Water, heat 

it ſcalding hot, put it to the Things _ 
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ſaid, cover it cloſe, ſtirring it every Day for 
nine Days, then ſtrain out the Mufilage Li- 
quor with which you make the following 
Plaiſter, Take a Pint of Salad Oyl, Cerus 
finely powdered 8 Ounces, boil them to- 
gether, conſtantly ſtirring them, a ſufficient 
time, which you may know by its coming 
clear off a Pewter Diſh when dropt on, let 
it cool a little and put in your Muſilage, 
which tir till it be as white as you would 

have it, and until almoſt all the Muſilage 
be boiled away, then remove it from the 
Fire and put to it four Ounces of yellow 
Wax, probably Galbanum may be better, 
which when diſſolved and the Plaiſter cold, 
work up for uſe. This Plaiſter is ſometimes 
uſed with equal Parts of Galbanum. 
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CASE 
Dr JAMES KEIL, 


FOHN RUSHWORTH. 


Should not have been induced to make 
theſe Papers publick, barely on ac- 
count of the raſh Cenſures, that are fre- 
quently caſt upon the Practice of Surgery, 
not attended with Succeſs ; tho' that Conſi- 
deration alone, in the Caſe of a Perſon of 
ſuch Value and Eminency in Phyfick, as 
Dr KEIL is known to have been, may 
be thought ſufficient to have moved me to 
it: But being certainly informed, That 


ſeveral Phyſicians and Surgeons have before, 


and ſince his Death, given themſelves the 


Liberty to reflect, not only upon me for 


Uſing, but alſo upon the Deceaſed for ſub- 


mitting to the Methods that were taken with 
him ; 
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him; I think I ſhall not diſcharge my Duty, 


either to my Friend, or to my Self, or in- 
deed to the Profeſſion, if I do not, as far as 
I am able, endeavour to ſet what was done 
in a True Light. 

In order thereunto, it may be requiſite to 
look back to the Time He firſt mentioned 
any Diſorder in his Mouth to me, which 


was in Auguſt 17 16. He then told me, He 


. 
3 


had preceived a Fulneſs in his Mouth for 
very many Years ; but in the laſt Three or 
Four Years it was much encreaſed, and by 
the Bulk began to be troubleſome to him, 
tho' not in the leaſt painful: Upon examin- 
ing it, I found the Tumour not only large, 
but alſo to fluctuate, and therefore told him, 
until I was ſatisfied what was contained in 
it, I could not come to a Reſolution, as to 
the manner of treating it; but, if he pleaſ- 
ed, I would make an Inciſion into it, and 
then would tell him what I thought was fit 
to be done; He was very well ſatisfied, 
and reſolved I ſhould proceed accordingly. 
Upon Opening it, there appeared to be 
nothing contained in it, but Blood; not in 
the leaſt altered in Colour, Conſiſtence, or 
Smell, from what is contained in the Veſ- 
ſels. The Tumour preſently funk very much, 
and I dilated the Inciſion with my Probe- 
Sciflers, and preſſed in ſome Doſſels; and 
then told him, it was a fleſhy Tumour, 8 
\ | ; le 
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led a Sarcoma, and that the Blood contain 
cd in it was only accidental; and that the 
beſt way of extirpating it was by the actual 
Cautery; but I let him know, that I feared 
it would be more troubleſome to him, and 
take longer Time to cure, than he ſeemed 
to expect. 

We preſently ſent for the beſt Inſtrument- 
Maker the Country afforded, and gave him 
Directions: But that Night: talking with 
him of his Caſe, I deſired him to confider, 
Whether it might not be thought a Slight, 
by the Learned of both Profeſſions, if I 
ſhould Perform the Operation, upon a Man 
of his Character, without a Conſultation; 
there being no Reaſon (but the Loſs of his 
Time) to be in haſte, At firſt he ſeemed un- 
willing to. loſe ſo much Time, yet upon 
Conſideration, he reſolved for London the 
next Day, where ſeveral Phy/icrans and Sur- + 
geons were conſulted ; they all agreed, it 
was a {imple Sarcoma, and that the actual 
Cautery was the propereſt, if not the only 
means of curing it, This Account I receiv- 
ed from the Doctor by Letter; as alſo, that 
the Surgeons, upon probing, found the Bone 
bare, and from the ill Smell concluded it 
was foul : Which, ſaid the Doctor it was 
<** impoſſible for you to diſcover; becauſe 
«after Ileft Northampton, Two Dofſels of 
< the ficſt Dreſſing dropt out. I was very 
EY glad 
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glad to hear That, for thoſe Daſſels lodging 
ſo long, in that warm Part, I was in hopes 
might be the Occaſion of the fœtid Smell; 
which the Surgeons, not being acquainted 
with, might fairly be induced to take for 
that of a toul Bone: Which I mentioned 

to the Doctor by the firſt return of the Poſt ; 
and alſo, that I was farther encouraged in 
that Hope, by conſidering that the Blood, 
that was diſcharged at the firſt Opening, 
was not at all altered, neither was any Smell 
perceived; until after the lodging of thoſe 
Dojje ls. 

Whether the Doctor ever mentioned this 
my Opinion, to the Surgeons in Town, I 
know not; but when he returned to me, 
to have the Operation performed, he ſeem- 
ed diſcouraged by the Opinion the Surgeons 
gave of the Bones being foul, But I 

thought I might make bold to confirm him, 
in my former Opinion, the ill Smell ceafing 
without the Aſſiſtance of Medicines, The 
Conſequence proved the Aſſertion: For 
when, by ſeveral Applications of the Cau- 
teries, I had removed the whole Tumor, | 
it was plain to me, the Bone was not affec- ( 
ted; and the Part healed as ſmooth, and 1 
with as much Eaſe, and in as ſhort a Time, 
as ever I met any thing of that Nature, 
and the Doctor continued well, without 
the leaſt Diſorder or Complaint, a Yeat 
and about Eight Months, But 
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But then in April 1718. He ſhewed me 

a ſmall Ulcer, near that Part of the Mouth 

that was before affected, and told me, He 

perceived it began upon eating fome hot 

Meat, that ſtuck to it: At firſt this healed 

without much Trouble, but ſoon excoria- 

ted again; and then I could not again per- 

fectly ſkin it: For as ſoon as it was almoit 
healed, it would begin to excoriate a- freſh 

at the Edges, which is what is uſual in 
Phagedenical Ulcers, And tho' I could di- 
geſt it, and keep it eaſy, yet it got ground 
of me, and ſpread towards the Teeth; and, 
near the Root of One of the Molares, laid 
the Bone bare, which appeared to me at the 
firſt not to be injured, but being long ex- 
poſed became foul. It not exfoliating in 
due Time, with the Tincture that is com- 
monly uſed, I propoſed the touching of 
it with a ſmall Cautery, I being able very 
eaſily to come at it without making uſe of a 
Cannula ; which, by confining the Heat, 
very much injures the neighbouring Parts: 
The good Effect of which Practice, of not 
making uſe of a Cannula, where you can 
conveniently omit it, 1 had good Experience 
of in Doctor KEIL's former Cate : For 
tho' he had ſeveral Cannulas made in Lon- 

don, by the beſt Hand, yet after Twice 

uſing of them, I told the Doctor, That if a 

Patient could be truſted, it would be much 


K more 
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more eaſy to him, and the Surgeon would | 
ſee much better to uſe the Cautery, than | 
when obſtructed by a Cannula. The Doctor 
was pleaſed with the Thought, and preſſed Þ 
me, at the next making uſe of the Cause, f 


| 


to do it without the Cannula: The Advai.. 
tage he had by it was, that it bore four 
Burnings, and ſaid, It gave him not the 
Pain, or Trouble he had from but One be- 
fore, and that the Parts were much lets Diſ- 
ordered by it afterwards. But to-return : 


It will not I ſuppoſe be doubted, but that 


proper internal Means were all along made £ 


uſe of : But the Ulcer ſtill appearing to me 
more threatening, his Friends preſſed him, 
-and I more than any, that he would go a- 
gain to Town, and have the beſt Advice it 
could afford; and I reſolved to accompany 


8 


Him, in the Beginning of Auguft 1718. 


And I cannot forbear ſaying I was fur- 


prized, when, upon a Conſultation, my 
Brothers, Palmer and Brown, made light of 
it; add, without ſo much as hearing what 


I had to ſay, concluded, That it was chiefly 
owing to the Bones being foul ; and that 
by drawing a Tooth or Two which they 
ſaid were affected, and by Purging with 
Mercurius dulcis, all would be well; and 
ſo they took their Leave. Says the Doctor 
to me, What ſay you to this? I anſwered 
him, That I * they would find them- 
ſelves 


f 
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ſelves again miſtaken as to the Surgery 
Part; and that as to the Mercury, though 
a good Medicine, He knew he had taken 
it already ſeveral Times, without any con- 
fiderable Advantage. The Doctor ſmiled 
and faid, But fince I came fo far for Ad- 
« vice, I will not only give them a Tooth, 
ce but alſo try again what Effect Mercury 
* may have.” 

Another Meeting was ordered, and the 


$ Tooth-Drawer to be there: Upon Drawing 


the Tooth, it appeared to be very ſound. 


f The Firſt Doſe he took of Mercury, whe- 
ther by Cold, or any other Accident, I 


know not, very much diſordered him. I 
could not conveniently be abſent any longer, 
and therefore the next Day returned into 
the Country, and do not know how many 
more Doſes the Doctor then took; but in a 
few Days I received a Letter from him, in 
which he ſaid, I know nothing that has 
c ſucceeded right with me, ſince I came 
<* here: You know what State you left me 


ein, and I was a great deal worſe for ſome 
e Days afterwards; though I hope the 


* Mercury has had no ill Effect, yet I ſhould 
te have been loath to have been fo ſwelled 
ein thoſe Parts, as I have been, willingly. 
The old Ulcers are not yet healed, they tell 
** meindeed, there is no Appearance of any 
-* new Ones, and that the moſt effefFual Me- 
K 2 * thods, 
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ce thods, which have been taken here, will 


* ;n/allibly prevent every thing, Cc.“ 
But by his next, which I ſoon received, 


J had the melancholy News from him, | 


That the Ulcer was broke out again larger 
than ever, and therefore that he would be 
down with me in a Day or two, and he 
came accordingly, but in a worſe State than 
ever before. And though it again digeſted, 
and did as before near heal, yet the returns 
were quicker, and upon every new Erup- 
tion it was larger and worſe; and ſo con- 
tinued to be, notwithſtanding all the good 
internal Methods continually uſed by the 
concurring Advice of Dr Mead, Dr Friend, 


ee e 
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and ſeveral other Eminent Phyſicians; 
which no doubt was owing to the malignant 


Nature of it. 


And therefore in the Beginning of F. 


bruary laſt, I could no longer forbear ex- 


preſſing my Fears to the Doctor that it M 
would terminate in a raging Cancer. He 


was too ſenſible of it, and told me, That 


« fince I thought I could keep it within 


« Bounds no longer, He was reſolved to try 
what a Salivation would do:“ And though 
I could ſay nothing as to the Advantage he 
might expect from it, yet I frankly owned 
to him, that if it was my own Caſe, I 
ſhould be of his Opinion, that I might 


make bolder with my ſelf, than with any 
other 


2 
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other Patient: But deſired by all means, he 
would firſt hear if his Friends, the Phy- 


ficians and Surgeons in London, had yet any 


other Method to propoſe, or elſe would ap- 
prove of that. He wrote to them, the 
Anſwer was long in coming, which made 
the Doctor expreſs himſelf to me with more 
Warmth, than I ever knew him to do be- 
fore: (For he was a Man of the greateſt 
Command of himſelf, as weil as of the 
ſweeteſt Temper) © What, fays he, is not 
ee their Silence enough? And will not you, 
te whom I take for my Friend (for fear of 
c lofing your Reputation) atiiſt me in what 
] deſire?“ With a great deal more to aſ- 
ſure me of his Confidence in me, and of 
his Opinion of my, Ability to take Care of 
him in the Courſe, I am not ſo vain, as to 
mention all his kind Expreſſions, yet if it 
be defired, by any of his Friends, I will 
give them the Satisfaction of ſeeing the Let- 
ters I had from him, when he was abſent 
from me in London. | 


At this Time his Brother, Doctor Jahn 


Keil, came to him from Oxford; and, as I 


underſtood afterwards, had ſeen Dr Friend 
there, who was for having him falivated at 
London: But the Doctor being determined 


to the contrary, did not at that Time ac- 


quaint me with it, but began his Courſe, 
which I deſired might be in the mildeſt 
| Method, 
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Method, by ſmall Doſes of Calomel, en- 
creaſed gradually, which Method pleaſed 
him very well : But Dr Fr:end (to whom Dc 
FJoln Keil conſtantly ſent an Account of our 
Proceedings) gave it as the Opinion of Mr 
Palmer and Mr Brown, that it ſhould be 
done by Un#:on : I gave my Reaſon to the 
Patient againſt it, but they ſtill preſſed it, 
notwithſtanding the ill Symptoms, that! 
thought, at that Time, forbad it ; which 
Symptoms they had been acquainted with. 
They ſtill perſiſting, I defired the Doctor 
would give me leave to write my Opinion 
my felt to Mr Bron, which I did haſtily 
in the following manner. 


Good Brother, 

Have ſeen Dr Friend's Letter to Dr 

Keil; and Dr Friend I underſtand has 
been ſo kind as to conſult you, and ſeveral 
Others in the Caſe ; whoſe Tudgments, though 


1 have all due Regard for, yet in the preſent 


Circumſtances (though I give the Preference 
to Unction in ſome ſtubborn Caſes) I dare not 
encourage it in this: For my Reaſon at firſt, 
for beginning -ſo mildly, was, that in this 
uncommon Caſe, we might by degrees, make 
fome Fudgment of the Effefts Y Mercury, 
and then proceed accordingly: For had I not 
been prevented by the Accidents you have, by 


Dr Friend, been acquainted with, I ſh:uld 
, bave 
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have been very defirous to have gone at leaf} to 
the Heighth mentioned by Dr Friend. But 
fince I find, by encreafing the Quantity of 
the Doſe to a Scruple (of which be bas taken 
| four) it has not affected the Glands at all, 
or made him Spit the more; but his Stomach 
is much more oppreſſed by it, with vaſt Yuan- 
tity of Phlegm, viſccus to a degree I have net 
met with, and gives bim more than common 
Difturbance, not to be relieved but by often 
Vomiting, to which purpoſe the. Turpith, 
has * By very well for the preſent: My 
great Fear is, all things conſidered, that if 1 
ſhould proceed to Unction, and it lould pro- 
duce the ſame Effect, that it will be too many 
for him. if my Fears are loo great, 
more than common Concern and Friendſhip 1s 
ſome Excuſe for me; as alſo I defire it may 
be to You, for this tedious Account from, 
Sir, 


Yours, Cc. 
Feb. 22d, 1718. | 
J. RusyworTH. 


I not receiving, in due Time, an Anſwer 
to this, and the Patient being reduced to a 
great Weakneſs, and to ſo great a Diſorder, 
that he could not bear Talking to, I writ * 
theſe few Lines for him to conſider of. 


Dear 


72 The Caſe of Dr KEIL, 


Dear Sir, 


S your Caſe now flands, I muſt own my 
ſelf a Coward : Though Dr Friend is much 
miſtaken to think I am either unacquaint- 
ed with, or fear the common Accidents that 
often ariſe in Salivating: But that irregular 
and uncommon Effefts are, in extraordinary 
Caſes, produced by Mercury, Hale's Caſe is 
to me a ſufficient Precedent, of which I have 
formerly told you the Particulars ; and though 
your Friends in Town took no Notice of the 
unuſual Diſerder in your Stomach, yet | 
ſhould think myſelf Inexcuſable if I ſhoull 
not. And if, upon uſing an Unction, an 
irregular Ferments ſhould again ariſe, weak 
as you now are, I ſhould dread the Conje- 
quence. In theſe Circumſtances, I thin 
it moſt prudent for me, to adviſe you, to lt! 
what is already taken, go fairly off, and 
if you find it not effettual, you may with 
much better Proſpect, when you have Strengll, 
begin de Nova, by Unction, and have an 
Opportunity to have it done by the intallibc 
Men. | 


Upon this the Doctor no longer, at pre- 
ſent, preſſed me to uſe the Unction, and in 
a few Days, the Force of what he had 

taken being ſomewhat ſpent, he began to 
get Strength, and the very great Slough 
| SES (which 
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(which was one of the Accidents mention- 
ed to Dr Friend) not only caſt off, but alſo 
healed, as did alſo the old malignant Ulcer, 
and all the Parts of the Mouth looked very 
ſmooth and well; and the Doctor was 
very chearful, and in great Hopes of gain- 
ing the Point. | 

At this Time, it being eighteen Days 
ſince I wrote to Mr Brown, I received a 
Letter from him, in which he mentioned 
nothing to the Purpoſe. This, I muſt con- 
fels, did not a little warm me; and I the 
ſame Night wrote to him again, but never 
received any Anſwer : Perhaps he thought 
mine too hot; if ſo, if he deſires it, both 
mine, and his that occaſioned it, ſhall be 
produced. 

The Doctor ſeeing what had been done 
to have ſo good Effect, and hoping what 
was before adviſed by Mr Palmer and 
Mr Brown, would effectually prevent any 
return of his Diſorder, reſolved to uſe a 
Mercurial Unction. He had now more 
Strength, and therefore J complied with 
him; I began with a ſmall Quantity, and 
encreaſed 1t every Time, until I had uſed 
even a larger Quantity than had been pro- 
poſed by Dr Friend: But it not in the leaſt 
affected the Glands, or made him to ſpit 
near ſo much, as when he took the Ca lo- 
ne!; neither did the Union or Calomel 

8 L produce 
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produce the Smell, which generally attends 


Mercurial Courſes; and to my .great Sur. 
prize and Concern, whilſt he was uſing the, 


Un#ion, the Ulcer broke out again, And 
by this we were diſcouraged from proceed- 
ing any farther; and in due Time the Doc- 


tor endeavoured to Purge this off, but he 
had always ſo untoward a Conſtitution, that 
neither now, nor at any Time before, could 

he by Purges have any regular Evacuation; 
which was, no doubt in his Caſe, very In- 


jurious to him. 


Now I perfectly deſponded: But a Friend 
and Kinſman of the Doctor's, a Surgem WW 
of no ſmall Reputation, aſſured him, tha 
he had known, when other Methods fail. 
ed, a Mercurial Fumigation had anſwered i 
And what is it that a rational Man will n« 


try to prevent the excruciating Pains of MW 
Cancer? When the Doctor mentioned thi 


to me, I confeſſed I knew nothing of that 
Practice, and always had an ill Opinion di 
the Fumes of Mercury: And he alſo ownel 
to me, that he was wholly unacquainted witl 
it; but ſatisfied in his Friend, and therefore 
would try it: He began the Courſe ac- 
_ cording to his Friend's Directions; I neter 
pretended to order any. thing afterwards ; 
but however {till frequently viſited my Good 
Friend, though with an aking Heart, The 
Fumigation not only made him ſpit, W 
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he was uſing it, but alſo for ſome Hours 
afterwards; and the Patient continued to 
uſe it for ſeveral Days, but without any good 
Effect upon the Ulcer. In about ten Days 
after he had left off the Fumigation, a very 
hard Tumour began to ariſe, upon the 
Muſcles of the lower Part of the Face and 
Neck, and increaſed very faſt, and ina very 
ſhort Time ſpread it ſelf from Ear to Ear: 
and, by the Bulk, in a great meaſure pre- 
vented his Swallowing, and ſoon ſuffocated 
him. He was Chearful, and to all out- 
ward Appearance tolerably eaſy to the laſt, 
and had what he now deſired, a gentle Re- 
leaſe, July 16, 17 19. | 

And thus, to the Misfortune of Mankind, 


it is manifeſt to me, that Mercury is not 


adequate to this Herculean Diſtemper: but 
however, this Caſe, and That I mentioned 
before to the Doctor, gives me good Reaſon 
to believe, that Mercurials do at leaſt blunt 
the Acrimony of the Humour, and ſo pro- 
cure Eaſe. For, though that Patient had 
moſt acute Pains, before he entered into a 
Mercurial Courſe, yet after wards he was 
eaſy all a long, as he told me; for I was 
called in but a few Days before he died. 
Theſe, and other melancholly Caſes, ſhould 
not however, I think, wholly diſcourage 
Surgeons from making rational Attempts 
upon a Diſtemper, which I fear is more 

5 L 2 frequently 
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frequently met with, than formerly, in | 


this Part of the World: It is to be hoped, 


there is in Nature a Specific that may 
anſwer ; and happy will that Man be who | 


ſhall diſcover it. He will deſerve to be 
placed next to the Great Hippocrates, and 
allo to be rewarded, by the Publick, e- 
qually with him that ſhall find out the 
Longitude. 

I will not pretend to determine, how far 
the Fumigation might contribute to the 
ſudden growth of the Tumour mentioned ; 
but I ſhould be very glad that the Surgeon 
who recommended it, would be ſo inge- 
nuous, as to vindicate himtelf, by giving 
Inſtances of it's Innocency, and of the 
Advantages he has met with in the Practice 
of it. | 

And now I heartily beg Pardon of the 
Friends of the Deceaſed, who ſhall give 
themſelves the Trouble of Reading this 
Account, that I could not bring it into a 
narrower Compaſs. 


Having truly related what was done, in 
the Caſe of Dr Keil, I hope it may appear, 
that I have acted an honeſt, and not an 
unſkilful Part in it: If what was preſcrib- 
ed by others of greater Fame, when it came 
to be tried, bac not better Succeſs, I pre- 
{ume I ſhall no longer be blamed for it. 
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No Man would willingly loſe any Reputa- 
tion, who is to live by it. I queſtion not, but 
the beſt Surgeons in the World will allow, 
there are Caſes for which there is no Reme- 
dy: And he who frankly owns thus much, 
no more loſes any Reputation, than the 
Quack, that promiſes greater Matters than 
he afterwards performs, gets any: And J 
think they, who have cenſured me, would 
have done more ingenuouſly, if they would 
{ rather have looked upon the preſent Caſe as 
incurable by any Surgeon, than have thrown 
their Aſperſions upon me, as not treating it 
properly. | 

VN. B. The foregoing remarkable Caje 
of Dr Keil, was publiſhed by Mr Ruſhworth 
of Northampton, Surgeon at Oxford, in the 
Year 1719*. Under the Imprimatur of 
Robert Shipfen, Vice-Can. Oxon. 


Some curious Obſervations made (by my 
Friend John Ranby, E/; Surgeon to his 
Majeſty's Houſebold, and F. R. S.) in the 
Diſſection of Three Subjects, 1728. 


HI E rf, a Man aged 70 Years, who 
| died of a Suppreſſion of Urine, occa- 
ſioned by a Stone ſtopping in the Uretbra, juſt 


within the Glans, of the bigneſs of a Horſe 
Bean, 


Mr Ryſhworth died 1737, and it is here inſerted 
in Juſtice to his Memory, 


4 
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Bean. This Appearance, with the Symp- 
toms that had attended this miſerable Man, 
gave me reaſon to expect ſomething remark- 
able in the urinary Paſſages. The Ureter, 
and Pelvis were very much diſtended; 
which is common where great Numbers of 
Stones have deſcended down them, from 
the Kidneys to the Bladder. The Bladder 
contained about 60 Stones, the largeſt of 
which was about the Size of a Walnut, 
the others ſmaller; and juſt within the 
Neck, was a hard Tumour, as big as a Nut- 
meg, which almoſt cloſed the Orifice : 
and indeed the Situation of this Tumour 
was ſuch, that it not only made the paſſing 
the Catheter very difficult, and hindered our 
feeling the Stones, by directing the Inſtru- 
ment upwards: but like wiſe would alone pro- 
duce the Symptoms of the Stone in the 
Bladder, by obſtructing the free Diſcharge 
of Urine through the Urethra; the inner 
Membrane of which appeared as if lacreated 
in ſeveral Places, and the Tube filled with 
a glutinous Matter tinged with Blood. On 
the back Part of the Veſiculæ Semi nales, 
near the Proſtata, were ſeveral Stones, as 
large as Peas, which cloſely adhered to the 
adjacent Membranes. 

The ſecond, a Boy aged 10 Years, killed 
by a Blow on the Skull; whoſe Spleen 
weighed two Pounds, and poſſeſſed — 
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all the left Side of the abdominal Cavity. 
The Bladder, when diſtended to its greateſt 
Capacity, would not contain an Ounce. 

The 7Zhird, a Man aged 25, who died of 
a Pocky Hectick, and ſome Days before 
complained of a painful Swelling in the 
Teſticle, which he ſaid came the Night 
before. I examined it, and found it to 
be a Hernia Aquoſa, and would have punc- 
tured it, if I had not felt (beſides the 
Water) a hard Body, which I could by no 
Means reduce. In a few Days he died, 
which gave me an Opportunity of being 
ſatisfied, Opening the Scrotum, and ſepa- 
rating the common Membranes to the 
Proceſſus Vaginalis, it contained about 4 
Ounces of Water, beſides a great Part of 
the Omentum; ſome Portions of which ad- 
hered to the Bottom of the Cavity, and the 


 Albuginea that immediately covers the 


Teſticle, 


It has been likewiſe thought proper to 
preſerve a /mall Treatiſe of curing Conſump- 
tions by a new Method, of adminiſtring 
wSpecific-Medicines, more eſpecially ſuch as 
proceed from Ulcers of the Lungs. f 

This excellent Piece was written by the 
late eminent Mr Thomas Nevett, of Fen- 


Church Street, Surgeon. 
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: Of Curing 
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BY | 
Specific Medicines, 
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Remember a remarkable Paſſage in ſome 
E Obſervations upon the Bermudus Ber- 
E ries, by a Doctor of Phyſic in the Country, 
addreſſed to the Hon. Rebert Boyle, Eſq; 
who profeſſeth he had been for 50 Years 
an exact Obſerver of the Methodus Meden- 
i; yet faith the Doctor for my part I firm- 
ly believe, that (Luiverſal Evacuations be- 
ing promiſed) the greateſt Cures wrought in 
the World, are by the uſe of Specifical 
Medicines. The higher the Attainments of 
any have been in Underſtanding, the more 
treely have they acknowledged that the 
greateſt part of thoſe things they did know, 


was 5 the leaſt of thoſe things they did not 
' M ut; 
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know ; ſuch Men account it not ſhame- 
ful to renounce an Errour, tho' ever ſo an- 
cient, when perſuaded thereunto by Truth 
and plain Demonſtration : There are other 
narrow Spirits (abundantly fatisfied in thei 
wn Knowledge) who believe the Art of 
Phyſic hath been taught by our Anceſtors 
in ſuch an abſolutely perfect manner, 
that nothing remains. to the Induſtry and 
Diligence of Poſterity; it being too much 
their Humour to undervalue every Medicine 
that they themſelves are not Maſters of, be. 
cauſe they preter their private Intereſt to the 
public Good: But in the mean tim: 
where is that cordial Love to Mankind, 
Which is one of the Badges of true Chriſtiz 
nity ? Nay, where is the Exerciſe of Re 
ſon? For how can a Man give his Opinion 
againſt a thing that he never heard of before 
or at leaſt never experienced? I am ſure, thi 
unjuſtifiable Practice is the way to put a ſto 
to all uſeful Knowledge and Improvements: 
It is therefore expected from the Ingeniou 
and Candid Reader, that he ſhould adher: 
to the Cauſe of Truth, by whomſoever i 
is pleaded, weigh every Invention, not i 
the deceitful Balance of Cuſtom, but it 
the juſt and even Scales of Reaſon; approit 
what is agreeable, and reject what is con- | 
trary o it, | 
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That I who am by Profeſſion a Surgeon, 
ſhould in ſuch a polite and inquiſitive Age, 
venture my Thoughts in public concerning 
a Phyfical Caſe, may be to ſome matter of 
Admiration, and to others of ſevere Cenſure; 
eſpecially ſuch as may think I have invaded 
their Province. As for the latter, I am 
perſuaded nothing that I can ſay will re- 
move their Prejudices ; and for the former, 
I ſhall only tell them, that being alarmed 
by ſome of the Symptoms mentioned in the 
following Diſcourſe, whereby I plainly 

erceived the Conſtitution of my own Body 
inclined to a Conſumptive State, I ſtrenuouſ- 
ly applied my Mind to ſtudy the Nature of 
this Diſeaſe, and to find out, if poſſible, 
ſome noble Specific Medicines, which might 
indeed deſerve that Name, and be able to 
oppoſe the growth of ſo fatal a Diſtemper, 
which hath inſenſibly flattered ſo many in- 
to the Chambers of Death, What I then 
laboured for, and ſearched after, I have 
ſince (by the Bleſſing of God) found, and 
with great Advantage experimented on my 
ſelf and many others, and now think fit to 
diſcloſe for the good of All, not doubting 
but if a more excellent Method and Medi- 
cine than hath bitherto been generally ad- 
miniſtered, or preſcribed, be treaſured, up 
in the Hands of any Perſon whatſoever, he 
doth more faithfully perform the part of a 
M 2 juſt 
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juſt Steward, by a due Improvement, than 
a cloſe Concealment of it. And on the | 


fame Account, I judge it more my Duty to 
ſerve my Native Country, than mind the 


Clamours of cenſorious Critics; not at all 


queſtioning but in a little time, the Efficacy 
of theſe Medicines will at once bring Health 
to the Patient, and Reputation to their 
Author: And the World will be convinced 
of the Power of theſe Remedies, by theit 
Effects; tho' ignorant Perſons may be apt 
to contemn and neglect, till their Opinions 
be altered by Experience, and their Preju- 
dices removed by Demonſtration. _ 


Of the Nature, Cauſes, and Symptoms of 

Conſumptions. | 

- Conjumption, in general, is a waſt- 

ing of all the ſolid parts of the 

Body, for want of a due Diſtribution, or 
Aſſimilation of the Nutritious Juices. 

Buy ſome learned Men this is obſerved to 
be the Endemical Diſtemper of England; 
and indeed our Yeekly-Blls at once declare 
both the Strength of the Diſeaſe, and the 
Weakneſs of the Medicines wherewith it's 
Cure hath been hitherto attempted. Be- 
ſides, that which ſeems to juſtity this Ob- 
ſervation, is the pernicious Cuſtom of the 

Inhabitants of this Iſland, who immode- 
: rately 
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rately and unſeaſonably indulge their Appe- 
tites with ſeveral ſorts of Meats and Drinks, 
whereby the Tone of the Stomach is ſo 
vitiated, as that it cannot perfectly ferment 
and volatilize the Chyle, which is com- 
monly the internal procatartic Cauſe of moſt 
Diſtempers among us, and conſequently of 
Conſumptions from thoſe Diſtempers, from 
whence comes a Colliquation of the Chyle 
in Lienteries and Dyſenteries, tormenting 
Cholic and Thac Pains, hypocondriac Me- 
lancholly, hyſteric Fits, ſcorbutic T witches, 
troubleſome Catarrhs, ſluggiſh Paſſage of 
the Chyle thro' the milky Veins, ſcrophu- 
lous Tumours and Inflammations of the 
meſenteric Glands, ſpaſmodic Contractions 
or Convulſions of the Nerves, preternatural 
Fermentation of the Blood and Spirits, Ca- 
chexies, Atrophies, Obſtructions, Fevers hec- 
tical, inflammatory and -putrid, Exulcera- 
tions of the Lungs and Maraſmus, with 
many other Diſeaſes, whence come they 
originally and for the moſt part, but from 
the Weakneſs, ill Habit and Indiſpoſition of 
the Stomach ? 

Now the proper Action of the Stomach 
is Chylification; for tho' the Meat we take 


into our Mouths receives ſome Alteration 
there in Maſtication, by the fermenting . 


Juice that flows from the falivatory Glands, 
together with the acrimonious Particles, 
and 
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and fermentaceous Spirits of Liquors which 
we drink, yet it is not turned into a thick 
white Juice, 'till it hath pafſed down thro' 
the Oeſopbagus, or Gullet, into the Sto- 
mach, where by the help of it's Fibres it is 
cloſely embraced, and mixed with ſpecific 
fermentaceous Juices, ſeparated by it's inner 
Coat, and impregnated by the Saliva, then 
by a convenient Heat there is made a mix- 
ture of all; for that the fermentaceous Par- 
ticles -entering into the Pores of the Meat, 
do paſs thro' agitate and eliquate it's Parti- 
cles, diſſolving the whole Compages, in 
which the purer parts were intimately uni- 
ted with the Craſs, and making them more 
fluid, ſo that they make another form of 
Mixture, and unite among themſelves into 
the reſemblance of a milky Cream, after 
which together with the thicker Maſs with 
which they are yet involved, by the Con- 
ſtriction of the Stomach they paſs down to 
the Guts, where by the Mixture of the 
Bile and Pancreatic Juice they are by ano- 
ther manner of Fermentation quite ſepara- 
ted from the thicker Maſs, and ſo are re- 
ceived by the Lacteal Veſlels, as the thicker 
is ejected by Stool. 

After the purer part of the Chyle hath 
been thus ſtrained thro' the narrow and ob- 
lique Pores of the milky Veins, by the conti- 


nual and periſtaltic Motion of the Inteſtines, 
| 1¹ 
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it is yet farther attenuated and diluted with 
a very thin and clear Zympha from the 
Glands of the Meſentery to expedite its 
paſſage thro' thoſe numerous Meanders in- 
to the common Receptacle, from whence 
by the conſtant Supply of ſuch like Lym- 
pha from the ſmall Glands of the Thorax, 
it is ſafely conveyed thro' the Ductus Chyli- 
8 ferus Thoracius, ſubclavian Vein, and the 
= Y-na Cava into the Heart. 

The Chyle now mingled with the Blood, 
paſſeth with it thro' the Arteries of the whole 
Body, and returns again with the Blood by 
the Veins to the Heart, undergoing many 
Circulations before it can be aſſimilated to 
the Blood ; for every time the new infuſed 
Chyle paſſeth thro' the Heart with the 
Blood, the Particles of the one are more in- 
timately mixed with thoſe of the other, in 

it's Ventricles, and the Vital Spirit, and 
other active Principles of the Blood work 
upon the Chyle, which being full of Salt, 
Sulphur and Spirit, as ſoon as it's Compages 
is looſned by it's Fermentation with the 
Blood, the Principles having obtained the 
Liberty of. Motion, do readily aſſociate 
themſelves, and are aſſimilated with ſuch 
parts of the Blood as are of a like and 
luitable Nature. 

After the Chyle hath been thus elabora- 
ted, if becomes fit as well to recruit the 

Maſs 
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Maſs of Blood, as to nouriſh the whole 
Body, ſeeing it conſiſts of divers Principles 
and Parts of a different Nature; therefore, ac- 
cording to the various Uſe and Neceſſity of 
every part, and alſo that it may conform 
and faſhion it ſelf to the different Pores and 
Paſſages, it is ſeverally appropriated; the 
moſt volatile and ſubtil part is ſeparated in 
the Brain, and adapted to refreſh the Ani- 
mal Spirits, the glutinous to nouriſh the 
Body, and the ſulphureous to revive the 
native Heat: And in it's Paſſage with the 
Blood thro' all the parts of the Body, all 
the Maſs of Chyle that is capable of being 
turned into Blood is ſanguified ; the ſerous 
and ſaline part precipitated by the Kidneys, 
and evacuated by Sweats or inſenſible Tran- 
ſpirations, the bilious is depoſited in the 
Liver, and the reſt of its Excrements retire 
to the ſeveral Emunctories of the Body. 
Thus it comes to paſs by the wonderful 
Sagacity of Nature, ſuch extraordinary Pro- 
viſion is made, that the purer part of the 
Chyle by theſe ways and means is more 
purified ; and when it is thus purified and 
ſublimed, it is more capable of reinforcing 
the Blood and Spirits, as alſo of corroborat- 
ing the Tone of. every particular Part: 
Whereas when the Chyle is ſour and di- 
ſpirited, the Blood neceſſarily becomes vap- 
pid, the animal Spirits which reſide in the 
| Syſtem 
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Syſtem of the Nerves are infected with a 
Morbid Diſpoſition, and all parts of the 
Body begin to flag and waſte. For indeed 
there is no other way to recruit the daily 
Expence of Blood and Spirits, but by a 
continual Influx of laudable Chyle into the 
Blood-Veſſels, which Chyle is made by the 
Fermentative Juice of the Stomach, and 
this Fermentative Juice ſupplied from the 
Maſs of Blood, fo that there plainly ap- 
pears to be a fixed Correſpondence betwixt 
the Blood and the Chyle, and a neceſſary 
Dependance all the Humours in the Habit 


of the Body have on the Stomach ; from 


whence it is reaſonable to infer, That if the 
Chilifying Faculty of the Stomach be de- 
praved, the Blood and Humours muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ſympathize therewith, and in a 
manner proportionable to the Diſtemper of 
this part. ba | =— 

II. The immediate Cauſe of a Conſum 
tion of the Lungs is ſtore of ſharp, malig- 
nant, wateriſh Humours, continually diſ- 
tiling upon the ſoft ſpungy Subſtance of 
the Lungs, ſtuffing, inflaming, impoſtuma- 


ting, and exulcerating them, whereby their 
Action, which is Reſpiration, or a receiv- 


ing-in and driving- out Air, is depraved, as 
will more clearly appear by the following 
Deſcription of theſe Parts. It will not be 
impertinent to our Diſcourſe if we ſhould 
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uſher in the Deſcription of the Lungs, with 
a ſhort Account of the Trachea, Afpera 
Arteria, or Wind- pipe. 8 
III. The Trachea or Aſpera Arteria is a 
long Pipe, conſiſting of Cartilages and 
Membranes, which beginning at the Throat 
or lower part of the Jaws, and lying upon 
the Gullet, deſcends into the Lungs, thro 
 whichit ſpreads into many Branchings, and 
is commonly divided into two parts, the 
Larynx and ' Bronchus ; the Larynx is the 
upper part of the Wind-pipe, the Bronchu: 
is all the Trachea beſides the Larynx, 
as well before as after it arrives at the 
Lungs. | 
The Subſtance of the Lungs is ſoft, 
ſpongy and rare, curiouſly compacted of 
molt thin and fine Membranes, continued 
with the Ramifications of the Trachea or 
Wind-pipe, which Membranes compoſe an 
infinite number of little, round and hollow 
Veſicles, or Bladders, ſo placed as that there 
is an open Paſſage from the Branches of the 
Aera Arteria, ont of one inte another, 
and all terminate at the outer Membrane 
that inveſteth the whole Lungs : Theſe lit. 
tle Bladders by help of their muſcular Fi- 
bres contract themſelves in Expiration, and 
are dilated in Inſpiration, partly by the 
Preſſure of the Atmoſphere, and partly by 
the elaſtic Power of the Air, inſinuating 
| wt a 8 
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it ſelf into theſe Veſicles thro' the Wind- 
pipe and it's ſeveral Branches: Their Lobes 
are two, the right and left, parted by the 
Mediaſtinum, each of which is divided into 
many leſſer Lobules, according to the Ra- 
mifications of the Aſpera Arteria; they 
have all ſorts of Veſſels that are common 
to them with other parts, as Arteries, Veins, 
Nerves, Lympheducts, but peculiar to 
themſelyes they have their Bronchia, or the 
Branches of the Wind-pipe, for bringing-in 
and carrying-out Air ſo neceſſary to Life, 
that we cannot Live without it: And when 
we conſider, their admirable Structure, (as 
well- as the Structure of every individual 
part of our Body) how ought we to adore. 
the infinite Wiſdom of our Creator! Now 
when theſe ſmall Veſicles or Bladders are 
replete with extravaſated Serum, or puru- 
lent Matter, the natural Tone of the Lungs 
is ſo weakned, that we cannot enjoy the 
Benefit of free and full Reſpiration, hard, 
{cirrhous Tumours and Tubercles are bred, 
attended with a dry and troubleſome Cough, 
Oppreffion of the Breaſt, difficult and ſhott 
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IV. The external Procatartic Cauſe of a 
Conſumption of the Lungs is cold Particles 
of Air, conſtipating the Pores of the Body, 

whereby 'the Serum which ought to ex 
dite the Motion, and temperate the Heat of 
the Blood is ſeparated from it, and thrown 
upon the Glands of the Larynx, and the 
ſpungy Subſtance of the Lungs themſelves : 
For as the Lympha helps the Motion of the 
le, ſo the Serum accelerates the Circula- 
tion of the Blood, - being carried about with 
it thro' the ſmalleſt Capillary Veſſels and 
remoteſt parts of the Body, leſt it ſhould 
be inflamed with a burning Heat, or ſtag- 
nate by exceſſive Thickneſs ; during which 
circular Motion they are both called by the 
fame common Name, but when ſome Por- 
tion of Serum is ſeparated from the Maſs of 
Blood, and retreats to ſome one or more of 
the Emunctories, according to their various 
Diſpoſitions, it derives a Name from thoſe 
articular Parts on which it ſeizeth, as when 
it diſtils upon the Eyes, we call it Opthal- 
mia, when upon the Noſe Coryza, and 

when upon the Thorax it goes by the pro 
Name - 5 Catarrh. TE FAC 
Now foraſmuch as there is nothing 
makes a Separation of the Blood more 
commonly than the want of uſual Tran 
ſpiration, ſo nothing more conduceth to the 
. Preſervation of . Health, than that the 
OMe Fr WT oo Poreg 
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Pores of the Body ſhould continually let out 


the hot Streams and Vapours that ariſe from 
the Ebullition of the Blood; but when 
after taking Cold the Skin and Habit of the 
Body are on a ſudden ſtopped -up, that 
the ſulphureous and wateriſh Excrements of 
the Blood cannot paſs through the Pores, 
they are again reſorbed into the Maſs of 
Blood, from whence proceeds a feveriſh 
Diſpoſition ; unleſs they are carried off by 
Stool, or precipitated by the Kidneys, are 
ſometimes tranſlated to the Glandulous Parts 
of the Lungs, where by Degrees contract- 


ing more and more Heat and Sharpneſs they 


inflame and exulcerate theſe tender Parts. 
Nevertheleſs tho' a Conſumption of the 
Lungs is ſometimes thus cauſed by taking 
Cold, yet this comes to paſs but ſeldom, 
unleſs in ſuch Bodies whoſe Maſs of Blood 
being rendered Cachectic, thro' fraquent In- 
fluxes of difpirited- Chyle, is pre-diſpoſed 
to receive, and unable to free it ſelf from 
this New Influx of Catarrhous Rheum : 
For ſuppoſe Two Perſons in like manner 
deprived of the Benefit of uſual Tranſpira- 
tion, by ſome great Cold, which tho' trou- 
bleſome in the beginning, becauſe of a vio- 
lent and continual Diſtillation of Extrava- 
lated Serum upon the Glandulous Coat of 
the Wind-pipe, and other adjacent Glands, 
yet in the One of theſe it ſurviyes not the 
JV 
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accidental feveriſh Diſpoſition of the Blood, 
occaſioned by the Stoppage of the Pores: 
For as ſoon as the Ferment ceaſeth, the 
ſeparated Humours, partly for want of a 
new Influx of Ser#, and partly by the 
natural Heat of theſe Parts, are concocted 
into a thick fort of Phlegm, and coughed 
up; after the Expectoration of which ſepa- 
rated Serum the glandulous Parts preſently 
recover their natural Tone, without any 
Remains of a Tumour, Cough, Shortneſs 
of Breath, or other Inconvenience ; but in 
the other this feveriſh Ferment, occaſioned 
by taking Cold, is not tranſitory, but fo 


habitually fixed by means of ſome previous 


Indiſpoſition, as to encreaſe the Efferve- 
ſcence and Colliquation of the Blood and 
Spirits; from whence all the Glands which 
are ſeated in the upper part of the Larynx, 
as alſo the glandulous Coat of the Wind- 

ipe it ſelf are overflown with a Deluge of 
hot diſtempered Humours, the Subſtgpce of 
the Lungs diſtended with hard Tumours, 

the Branches gf the Wind-pipe compreſt, 
and the Wind-pipe it ſelf from theſe Swell - 
ings irritated to Cough, by a continual tick- 
ling, which promotes a frequent ſpewing 
out of hot ſharp Humours all along the 
Aſpera Arteria, till at length theſe Tuber- 
cles growing very large, begin to inflame 

and ſuppurate; immediately upon the break- 


ing 
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ing or opening of thoſe Apoſtemes, ſome- 
times ſuch a Flood of © corrupted Matter is 
poured out of their Baggs or Cavities, into 
the Branches of the Trachea, as compleat- 
ly ſuffocates and choaks the Patient ; but at 
other times this Purulent Matter, mixt 
with ſtreaks of Blood, and ſome thin Phlegm 
that is continually diſcharged from the 
glandulous Coat of the Wind-pipe, is 
coughed up by degrees, and then this ; de- 
plorable Caſe requires Specific Medicines, to 
cleanſe and heal theſe Ulcers. 

V. Such kind of Conſumptions whoſe 
Original is ſtore of malignant acrimonious 
Humours, which are moſt apt to inflame 
and putrify, may be termed acute, when 
compared to others that proceed from Hu- 
mours more mild and benign, There may 
be likewiſe ſome difference made by omit- 
ting Bleeding, and committing ſome egre- 
gious Errors in Diet, Exerciſe, Paſſions of 
the Mind, or any other of the Non-Natu- 
rals : However, all Conſumptions of the 
Lungs ought to be reckoned in the Number 
of Chronical Diſtempers, becauſe they are 


contracted and augmented by degrees, and 


no other way to be remedied; yet this doth 
not prove them incurable in their own Na- 
ture, for Reaſon and Experience both teach 
the contrary: And indeed I muſt confeſs, 
it was from the maryelous Succeſs of theſe 
is Remedies 
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Remedies that I firſt imbibed this Notion, 


viz. Ulcers of the Lungs are in themſelves þ 
curable. Sometimes a Fever or other acute 


Diſtemper may be jugulated, when either 
Nature or Art carries off the Morbific Mat- 


ter by a ſudden Criſis or plentiful Evacua- 
tion, but all hopes of diſpatching a con- 
firmed Conſumption of the Lungs inſtantly 
are groundleſs, ſeeing many inveterate Ob- 
ſtructions muſt be removed, abundance of 


tough glutinous Humours attenuated and 
evacuated, the whole Maſs of Blood and 


Spirits rectified, the Habit of the Body me- | 


liorated, and the Tone of ſeveral parts re- 
covered, before we can eradicate this fixed 
Diſtemper. | 25 
What will be the Iſſue and Reſult of 
this Conſumptive- Diſeaſe, may rationally be 
* from it's ſeveral Stages or 
Degrees: For when the Maſs of Blood by 
a continual Influx of ſour diſpirited Chyle 
is reduced to a ſharp and hectical State, and 
the Serum which is ſeparated from this cor- 
rupted Blood only ſtuffs the Bladders and 
Glandules which are diſperſed thro' the 
Body of the Lungs, this Diſtemper may 
be faid to be in it's Infancy or beginning, 
(and if ſovereign Remedies were then pre- 
' ſented, they might obtain an. eaſy Conqueſt) 
but the Increaſe is attended with a greater 


Diltention of the Glands and Bladders, a 


i... 
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alſo an Inflammation of theſe Tubercles 
tending to ſuppuration : For when the Ani- 
mal Spirits which are neceſſary to the natu- 
ral Fermentation of the Blood are vitiated 
with unwholeſome Particles of a foggy and 
thick Air, and the Humour which tor a 
long time hath been contained in the Baggs 
or Cavities of the Lungs 1s over-heated by 
ſome extraordinary Ebullition or Fermenta- 
tion of the Blood, with a total Suppreſſion 
of Expectoration, the Cough becomes more 
violent, the Fever inflammatory, and 'all 


parts more tabid. In it's further Progreſs or 


State all Symptoms advance apace towards 
their Extremity, Suppuration now ſucceeds 


the Inflammation of theſe Tubercles, for 
that the Purulent Matter is either breeding 
or already made, the Inflammatory Hectic 


is changed into a putrid Intermitting Fever, 
attended with ,an Univerſal Colliquation of 
the Nutritious Juices and plentiful Separa- 
tion of them from the Maſs of Blood by all 
ways of Evacuation that Nature affords ; 
| whence the Patients ſtrength ſuddainly de- 
cays, and in a ſhort time he is reduced to 


the higheſt State of a Maraſmus, with an 
Hippocratic Face. | 
VI. Thus having demonſtrated to the 
meaneſt Capacity the Power of this prevail- 
ing Evil, with it's efficient and material 
Cauſes, Reaſon it ſeli preſently ſuggeſts 
nothing leſs than great and noble Medictaes 
can 
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can tame a Diſtemper ſo formidable. It 5; 
no leſs obvious to the Underſtanding of 
every one that profeſſeth any thing of Phy- 
fic, that the ſooner the Cure is begun the 
better, the more moderate the Patient is in 
the uſe of the Six Non-Naturals, the mor: 
likely to ſucceed; the Spring-time is the 
beſt Seaſon, Univerſals are to be premiſed 
extraordinary Symptoms and Circumſtance 
_ peculiarly attended, and ſuch like thing 
muſt run through the whole Courſe d 
Practice. Bey | | 
No doubt but the Chalibeate Mineral 
Waters when impregnated with the Vol. 
tile Salts and Spirits of a ferene Air, ples 
fant Society, delightful Recreations, Morn- 
ing and Evening Walks, regular Diet 
Freedom from Buſineſs, vexatious Thought; 
Exerciſe , and the reſt may be ſerviceabl: 
But if the Jeſuit were ſentenced to perpe 
tual Exile, I think the Conſumptive har 
no reaſon exceſſively to lament, for I cu 
tell them who hath a Febrifuge Antihect 
cal, without a Grain of the Fe/u1t, mor 
excellent far than the Peruvian Bark, be. 
cauſe it makes a ſafe, not a treacherou 
Peace, and can give a Reaſon of it's work- 
ing ſo ſtupendiouſly, tho" they who knov 


 * Particularly that of Riding; relating to which 
Conſult Mr FuLLER's Medicina Gymnaſtica. 
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not how a thing can be done, think it 


impoſſible to be done. ; 
For my part, I do not believe any Me- 


dicine can work a Cure in the way of a 
Charm, yet they who either know or uſe 
no other (at leaſt for the moſt part) than 
ordinary Medicines, cannot conceive how 
ſuch wonderful Effects can be wrought, un- 
leſs by Inchantment“. 

The common Method of Cure is by 
Bleeding to abate the Efferveſcence or Col- 
liquation of the Blood, and prevent the 
Tumour and Inflammation of the Lungs, 


. by Vomits to relieve the Stomach oppreſt 


with ſtore of ill Humours, and remove di- 
vers Obſtructions of ſeveral Bowels and 
fmall Veſſels, by, Stomach Purges gently 
to carry down the peccant Humours ; and 
laſtly by Diuretics and Diaphoretics with 
ſome mixture of an Opiate, plentifully to 
carry off the Colliquated Serum by Urine, 
or the Pores of the Skin, without raiſing a 


freſh Catarrh by a new Commotion of the 


Blood. After a due Adminiſtration of theſe 
univerſal Evacuations, (which in, their re- 


ſpective Seaſons are highly neceſſary) the fre- 


quent Uſe of Pectoral Apozems and Pulmo- 
nary Linctuſes is next enjoined, to retund 
the Acrimony of the Humours which 


ouze out of the Wind- pipe, by their mu- 


cilaginous and incraſſating Quality, and ſo 


See Boyle on Specific Medicines; 
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mitigate the troubleſome Cough. How far 
ſerviceable to this end and purpoſe the neat- 
eſt Forms of ſuch Diſpenſations that I ever 
yet ſaw may be, I will not diſpute, only 
this I muſt take leave to ſay, becauſe to me 
(as alſo to the unprejudiced I humbly con- 
ceive) it ſeems evident that ſuch fulſom In- 
gredients of which they are compounded, 
are more apt to ſpoil a weak than recover 
a loſt Stomach, and conſequently not the 
fitteſt Medicines Conſumptive Perſons may 


have recourſe to: For how many by woful 


Experience have found the conſtant and 
frequent uſe of ſuch Anti-Stomachics led 
them from one Degree of this Malady to 
another, till their decaying Appetite hath 
been quite overthrown, (and conſequently 
their hectic Heat inflamed) their Bodies ſo 
emaciated, as to render them uncapable of 
neceſſary Evacuations, and they themſclves 
at laſt given over to a Milk Diet, Aſſes 
Milk, ſome Chalibeate Mineral Waters, or 
fuch like Liquids, to which the poor diſ- 
treſſed Stomach ecchoes aloud, Mzſerable 
Comforters all ! If therefore I can, as I 
have Reaſon to believe, with Medicines leſs 
offenſive in Quantity, and more uſeful in 
Quality, reſtore the loſt Appetite, and do 
the ſame, if not greater Service towards 
the Concocting and Expectorating that load 
of ſeparated Serum with which the Pi 


of the Lungs are ſtuffed, (which will cafily | 
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be perceived by the Patient in a few Weeks. 
with due Care and Management) I think I 
have gained a great Point, foraſmuch as 
the Recovery of the Stomach may reaſon- 
ably be looked upon as an Earneſt of the 
Cure. ® 

The Medicines I do here recommend 
to my Countrymen as Specific in the Cure 
of Conſumption of the Lungs, ariſing from 
the fore- mentioned Cauſes, have a peculiar 
Faculty of warming, comforting and 
ſtrengthening weak Stomachs, attenuating 
and gently carrying off that load of Tar- 
tareous Matter which is lodged in their ru- 
gous Coat, depraving both Appetite and 
Digeſtion, In their Paſſage thro the whole 
Circumference of the Guts, they likewiſe 
diſſolve that cruſted Slime and Filth which 
hinders the Preſſure of the Chyle into the 
Milky Veſſels by the Periſtaltic Motion of 
their Spiral Fibres: Thus having removed 
theſe Fundamental Obſtructions, they haſten 
together with the Chylous Mixture, which 
by this time 1s ſomewhat Invigorated to- 
wards the Relief of the Sanguineous Maſs, 
preſently upon their Conjunction the Blood 
revives, and by degrees becomes briſk and 
vigorous, able to cope with, and give ſome 
check to the preternatural hectic Heat, ſtop 
the Influx of the Rheum into the Glandu- 
lous Subſtance of the Lungs, concoct that 
which is already collected, and releaſe the 
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Animal Spirits, intangled with a vitious 
diſpoſition of the Nervous Juice. Having 
gained theſe Advantages, things begin to 
look with another manner of Aſpect, the 
Habit of the Body grows firmer, the Mind 
chearfuller, the Countenance fieſh and 
briſk, the emaciated Parts gather Fleſh and 
Strength, the Lungs and Glands of the 
Larynx recover their natural Tone, and the 
whole Conſtitution improves towards a State 
of Health, Moreover, Theſe Anti-Phthi- 
fies are really impregnated with ſuch Vola- 
tile Spirits and Salts, that as Lightning they 
penetrate the remoteſt Corners of the Body, 
exterminating the very Seeds and Roots of 
this grievous Diſeaſe, powerfully and effec- 
tually, yet pleaſantly and ſecurely, if plen- 
titully taken in the manner of a Diet: For 
thus in time they chear up the drooping 
Animal Spirits, fortify the Syſtem of the 
Nerves, and ſo influence the whole San- 
guineous Maſs, as that the Blood it ſelf be- 
comes the moſt precious of all natural Bal- 
ſoms, marvellouſly cleanſing the putrid Ul 
cers of the Lungs, and finally reducing them 
to a perfect Cicatrix, 
| Wherefore let none be deceived by the 
flattering Nature of this Diſtemper in the 
beginning, nor give themſelves over for loſt 
in the higheſt State, becauſe theſe reviving 
Cordials are calculated for the weakeſt Con- 
ſtitutions, ſeeing at the fame time * 
en 


r co c-_-. ama ao as *2..c a a». ano tote 


curing CONSUMPTIONS. 103 


fend the Diſeaſed Matter on the one Hand, 
they ſupport Nature from ſinking under 
any Evacuations on the other. It is there. 
fore my Advice to the Conſumpti ve, or Con- 
ſumptively-inclined, and their Intereſt (by 
way of Prevention) to acquaint themſelves 
in time with theſe Sovereign Antidotes. Bet- 
ter Counſel I cannot give to the beſt of my 
Friends, if they are deſirous to fave them- 
ſelves a great deal of Pain and Miſery, as 
well as Charges, and render their Lives 
comfortable to themſelves and ſerviceable to 
others, | 
The Warmneſs of theſe Medicines, which 
is the only Objection that ever I met with 
in the uſe of them, is ſo far from being a 
real Diſcouragement, as that upon ſerious 
and judicious Conſiderations, it becomes a 
Notable Argument to enforce the taking of 
them; for otherwiſe they would be too weak 
to engage the Original Cauſe of hectic, 
burning and putrid Fevers; whereas by this 
active Principle of Heat, they work fo ef- 
fectually upon the whole Maſs of Chyle, as 
to ſeparate the ſharp and diſpirited from the 
nutritiovs Particles thereof, thoroughly in- 
ſinuate themſelves into all the Avenues of 
the Adverſary, cut and divide the tough viſ- 
cous Humours which diſtemper the Veins, 
Arteries and Nerves, deſtroy the Acidity of 
the Nervous Juice, recover the Natural 
Temper of the Animal Spirits, a = 
. | : > 
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| Maſs of Blood, by ſeparating the Impurities 
thereof by the Cutaneous Glands, gently 


forcing a Tranſpiration of the Feveriſh Par- 
ticles of the whole, and fo baniſh that Pre- 
ternatural Heat which is Proof to all com- 
mon Remedies. And that Diſeaſes which 
carry m their outward Appearance a ſhew of 


Preternatural Heat are thus to be treated 
with warm Medicines, is indeed obſervable | 


to every diſcerning Eye : For the moſt ma- 
lignant Fevers are attacked and conquered by 
the briſkeſt and warmeſt Alexipharmics and 
the moſt violent Eryſipelus, or St Anthony's 
Fire, is diſcuſſed and breathed out by ſtrong 
and ſpirituous Fomentations, but are both 
of them exaſperated by refrigerating or cool- 
ing Medicines, and their preternatural Heat 
more and more increaſed, till the one at 
length terminates in the cod ſweats of Death, 
and the other in a compleat Morti fication. 
To multiply Encomiums of this kind is 
remote from my intended Brevity, there- 
fore take this remarkable one for all: The 
Efficacy of Specific Medicines may be ex- 


perienced from Mr Boyle's unparalelled 


Treatiſe, herein referred to, and from the 
full Deſcriptions I have given any Chymiſt 
of Eminence, upon conſulting each reſpec- 
tive Patient's Caſe, can effectually prepare 
them. But I would more particularly re- 


commend for this Purpoſe the Skilful Mr 


Boyle Godfrey, in Covent-Garden. 


Tuo. NEVETT. 


8 


* 


SOCIETIES 


FOR 


Reformation of Manners. 


GENTLEMEN, 


HE great Pains and Diligence 

You have employ'd in the De- 
i2nce of Modeſty and Vartue, give You 
an undiſputed Title to the Addreſs of 
us Treatiſe; tho' it is with the utmoſt 
Concern that I find myſelf under a Ne- 
ceſſity of writing it, and that after fo 
much Reforming, there ſhould be any 
ug left to ſay upon the Subject, be- 
hae congratulating You upon Your 

95 a happy 


11 8 Dedication. 
happy Succeſs. It is no ſma Addi, 
to my Grief to obſerve, that Your |; 
deavours to ſuppreſs Lewdre's ha 
only ſery'd to promote it; and thatt 
Branch of Immorality has grow und. 
Your Hands, as if it was pry d inte: 
of being Jopp'd. But how:ver Vo 
ill Succeſs may grieve, it cannot ator! 
me: What elſe could we hope «| 
from Your perſeeuting of poor (trol!) 
Damſels? From your ſtopping.up th. 
Drains and Sluices we had to 1. t ou 
Lewdneſs? From your demolithin; 
thoſe Horn-4works and Breaſt-æ r , « 
Modeſty? Thoſe Ramparts and Dis.“ 
within which the Virtue of our Wine 
and Daughters lay ſo convenientl/ 
treuch'd? An Intrenchment ſo much th: 
ſafer, by how much the Ditches wei 
harder to be fill'd up. Or what bots 
could we expect from Your Carting «: 
Bawds, than that the Great Leviatha 
of Leachery, for Want of theſe Tub: 
to play with, ſhould, with one WU. 
of his Tail, overſet the Veſſel of Mo- 
. deſty 


ali 


—— — —— > I 


Dedication. ili 
deſty ? Which, in her beſt Trim, we 
now to be ſomewhat /caky, and to have 

Py | 
a very unſteady Helm. 

An ancient Philoſopher compares 
Lewdneſs to a wild, fiery; and head- 
ſtrong young Colt, which cahmever be 
broke till he 1s rid into a Bog: And 

Dato, on the ſame Subject, has theſe 
Words; The Gods, fays he, have given 
one diſobedient and unruly Member, 
ohich, like a greedy and ravenous Ani- 
nal that wants Food, grows wild and 
urious, till having imbib'd the Fruit o 


he common Thirſt, he has plentiful 


reſprinkled and bedewed the Bottom of 


he Womb. 
And now I have mentioned the Phi- 
olophers, I muſt beg Your Patience for 
Moment, to hear a ſhort Account of 
heir Amours: For nothing will con- 
ince us of the irreſiſtible Force of 
ove, and the Folly of hoping to ſup- 
reſs it, ſooner than reflecting, that thoſe 
ſenerable ages, thoſe Standards of Mo- 
ality, thoſe great Reformers of the 
* % World, 
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we Dedication. 
World, were ſo ſenſibly touch'd with 
this tender Paſſion. 3 
Socrates confeſs'd, that, in his ol 
Age, he felt a ſtrange tickling all over 
him for five Days, only by a Gul; 
touching his Shoulder. 

. made open Profeſſion «f 
his paſſionate Love to Clineas. 

Ariſtippus of Cyrene, writ a lem 
Book of ancient Delights; he compar 
a Woman to a Houſe or a Ship, the 
was the better for being uſed: He a. 
ſerted, that there was no Crime in Ple. 
ſure, but only in being a Slave to i 
And often . to ſay, I enjoy Lais, hi 
Lais does not enjoy me. IT 
| Theodorus openly maintain'd, that 
wile Man might without Shame « 
Scandal, keep Company with comme 
Harlots. | * 
Plato, our great Pattern for chaſte: 
Love, propoſes, as the greateſt Rewa 1 
for Service, that he who has pe MW ow! 


form'd a fignal Exploit, ſhould not |: 4 
deny'd any amorous Favour, He un 2 5: 


7 


Dedication. v 
a Deſcription of the Loves of his Time, 
and ſeveral amorous Sonnets upan his 
own Minions: His chief Favorites were 
Afterus, Dio, Phedrus, and Agatho; 
but he had, for Variety, his Female 
Darling Arc heanaſa; and was ſo noted 
for Wantonneſs, that Antiſthenes, gave 
him the Nick-name of Satho, 1 1. e. Well. 
ſarniſſb d. 
Polemo was proſecuted by his Wife 
for Male-Venery. * | 
Crantor made no Secret of his Love 
to his Pupil Arceflaus. | 
Arcefilaus made Love to Demetrius 
and Leocharus; the laſt, he ſaid, he 
would fain have open'd: Beſides, he 
publickly vifited the two Elean — 
tezans, Theodota and Philæta, and was 
himſelf enjoy'd by Demochares and 
Pythocles : He ſuffer'd the laſt, he ſaid, 
for Patience-ſake. 
Bion was noted for debauching his 
own Scholars, | 
Ariſtotle, the firſt Peripatetic, had 
2 Son call'd . Nichomacus, by his Con- 


cubine 
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Erillus, a Scholar of Zeno S, was a et 1 
notorious Debauchee. ud 
I need not mention the Epicurean ſons 

1 "= were remarkable for their Ob. Men 
ſcenity. | | Or, 
Epreurus uſed to make a ; Bends of WT icl 
his own Brother; and his Scholar, thi B 
Great Metroderus, viſited all the noted upo 
Courtezans in Athens, and publicly ¶ and 
kept the famous Leontium, his Maſter, pair 
NLuondam Miſtreſs. Yet, if you wil the 
beliere Laertius, he was every Way: I 


Man. 

good | what ſhall we * of our Fa. 
vourite Seneca, who, with ff his Mer 
rats, could never acquire the Reputa- 
tion of Chaſiity? He: was | indeed 
ſomewhat = Hg in his Amours, like 
the Famous Flora, who was never 
enjoy'd by any Thing leſs than a Dic- 
tator or a Conſul; for he ſcorn'd to 
intrigue with any Thing leſs than the 
Empreſs. 

Now, if thoſe Reverend School- 


Maſters of Antiquity, were ſo looſe in 
their 


heir Seminals, ſhall we, of this Age, 
et up for Chaſtity? Have our Oxford 
tudents more Command of their Paſ- 
ons than the Stozcs? Are our Leung. 
Fenplars leſs Amorous than Plato 
Or, is an Officer of the Army leſs 
Tickliſh in the Shoulder than Socrates? 

But I need not waſte any Rhetoric 
upon fo evident a Truth; for plain 
and clear Propoſitions, like Windows 
painted, are only -the more Obſcure 
the more they are adorn d. 

I will now ſuppoſe, that you have 
gren up the Men as Incorrigible ; 
ince You are convinc'd, by Experi- 
ence, that even Matrimony 1s not able 
to reclaim them. Marriage, indeed, is 
jafſt ſuch a Cure for Lewdneſs, as a 
Surfeit is for Gluttony ; it gives a 
Man's Fancy a Diſtaſte to the particular 
Diſh, but leaves his Palate as Luxuri- 
ous as ever: for this Reaſon we find ſo 
many marry'd Men, that, like Fampſon's 
Foxes, only do more Miſchief for 
having their Tails ty'd. But the 
[1 B Women, 


| 
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Women, You ſay, ate weaker Veſſel; 


| houſes to prevent Uncleanneſs, put 


and You are reſolvd to make then 
ſubmit ; rightly judging, if You cou 
make all the Females Modeſt, it woul, 
put a conſiderable Stop to Fornication 
It is great Pity, no doubt, fo Fine: 
Project ſhould Miſcarry: And I woul 
wor entertain Hopes of ſeen 


one of theſe Bridezell Converts. I R 
the mean Time it would not be amikMrofit 
if You chang'd ſomewhat your preſet a 
Method of Converfion, eſpecially uM 5» 
the Article of Whipping. It is vent! 
poſſible, indeed, that leaving a Poaſſſrov' 
Gul Penny. leſs, may put her in a Wa Rain 
of living Honeſtly, tho the want arne 
Money was the only Reaſon of he! a 
living otherwiſe; and the ftrippinſWrve 
of her Naked, may, for aught I knon us, 
contribute to Her Mode Ys and put ad) 
Her in a State of Innocence; but furely, He 
Gentlemen, You muft all know, that oft. 
Flogging has a quite contrary Effect. {Wruc 
Ibis Project of pulling down Bawdy rar 


me 
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e in Mind of a certain Over- nice 
ntleman, who cou'd never ſan 
ais Garden look d ſweet, till he had 
Wemoliſh'd a Bog-houſe that offended 
Wis Eye in one Corner of it; but it 
s not long before every Noſe in the 
Family was convinc'd of His Miſtake. 
1 Reaſon fails to Convince, let us 
Wrofit by Example: Obſerve the Policy 
| fa Modern Butcher, perſecuted with 
8 Swarm of Carnivorous Flies; when 
Wl his Engines and Fly-flaps have 
toy d ineffectual to defend his Stall 
ainſt the Greedy Aſſiduity of thoſe 
Warnal Inſects, he very Judictouſly cuts 
H a Fragment, already blown, which 
ves to hang up for a Cure; and 
us, by ſacrifiſing a Small Part, al- 
ady Tainted, and not worth Keeping, 
e wiſely ſecures the Safety of the 
teſt. Or, let us go higher for In- 
Iraction, and take Example by the 
Frazier, who far from denying his Herd 
ne Accuſtom'd Privilege of Rub- 
ing, when their Sides are Stimulated ' 
x with 
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with ſharp Humours, very Induſtriouſſy 


fixes a Stake in the Center of the Field, 


not ſo much, you may imagine, to 
Regale the Salacious Hides of hi 


Cattle, as to preſerve his Young Trees 


from Suffering by the Violence of their 
Friction. 


I could give You more Examples d 


this Kind, equally full of Inſtructios, 


but that I'm loth to detain You fron 
the Peruſal of the following Treatik; 
and at the ſame Time Impatient u 
have the Honour of Subſcribing My. 
ſelf 


Tour Fellow-Reformer, 
and Devoted Servant, 


PHIL-PORNET 


STAY!D 


EST any inquiſitive Reader ſhould puzzle 
his Brains to find out why this Found/ing is 
thus clandeſtinely dropt at his Door, let it ſuf- 
fice him, that the Midwife of a Printer was un- 
willing to help bring it into the World, but upon 
that Condition, or a much harder, that of my 
openly Fathering it. I could make many other 
reaſonable Apologies, if requiſite: For, beſides my 
having follow'd the modeſt Example of ſeveral other 
pious Authors, ſuch as that of Eu Baoikny, of 
the hole Duty of Man, &c. who have ſtudied ra- 
ther their Country's Publick Good, than their own. 
Private Fame; I think, I have alſo play'd the 
Politick Part: for ſhould my Of-/pring be de- 
fective, why let it fall upon the Pariſh. - On the 
other hand, if accidentally it prove hopeful, *tis 
certain J need be at no further Trouble, There 
will then be Parents enough ready to own the Babe, 
and take it upon themſelves, . Adoption amongſt 
the Machiave/lian Laws of the Muſes is ſtrictly kept 
up, and every day put in Practice: How few of 
our now bright Noblemen would otherwiſe have 
Wit? How many of our preſent thriving Poets 
would elſe want a Dinner ? *Tis a vulgar Error to 
imagine Men live upon their own Wits, when 
generally it is upon others Follies ; a Fund that 
garries by much the beſt Intereſt, and is by far bpon 
b the 


E 2 R EFT. 


to make it the better reliſn and go down. Beſides, 


the moſt certain Security of any: The Excheguy 
has been ſhut up, the Bank has ſtopt Payment, Mecipe fc 
South-Sea has been demoliſh'd, but White's va To c. 
never known to fail; and indeed how ſhould it, Wally ex 
when almoſt every Wind blows to Dover, or Win wit 


Holyhead, ſome freſh Proprietor, amply qualified Man (a 
with ſufficiept 57g 1 N | 

"Fam in ſome path for the Event of this Scheme, 
hoping the Wicked will find it too Grave, and 
fearing the Godly will ſcarce venture beyond the 
Title- Page And ſhould they, even, I know they {Whvails it 
object, tis here and there interwoven with too ludi conc 
crous Expreſſions, not confidering that a dry Ar. Md 400 


gument has occaſion for the larding of Gaiety nal, 
Be th 


50d | 
{fs heal 
ountr\ 
iſhop 

pllowir 
my I 
0 Thee, 


finding by the exact Account tack'd to that moſt 
edifying- Anti-Heidegger Diſcourſe, F that eighty 
fix Thouſand Offenders have been lately puniſh'd, 
and that four hundred Thouſand religious Book; 
have been diſtributed - about Gratis (not to men. 
tion the numberleſs Three- penny Jobs daily pub- 
Iiſh'd to no Ends, or Purpoſe, but the Autbor's; 
I fay, finding all theſe Meaſures have been taken, 
and that Lewdneſs ſtill ſo much pre vails, I thought Neir or 
it highly proper to try this Experiment, being fully tuo. 
convinc'd that oppoſite Methods often take place. depen 
Own, Preferment-Hunter | when failing on with the 
Tide avails nothing, does not tacking about ſteer 
you ſometimes into that ſnug Harbour, an Employ- 
ment? Speak Hibernian Stallion! when a meck 
fawning Adoration turns to no Account, does not 
a pert aſſuming Arrogance frequently forward, nay, 


+ The Bp. of L—»'s Sermon againſt Maſquerades, 


PREFACE. xv 
jin the critical Minute? And fay, Meſobin! 
here a Purge fails, is not a Vomit an infallible 
cipe for a Looſenels ? | 

To conclude z when my Arguments are impar- 

ally examin'd, I doubt not but my Readers will 
din with me, that as long as it is the Nature of 
lan (and Naturam expellas furca licet uſque re- 

urret) to have a Salt Ich in the Breeches, the 
rimſtone under the Petticoat will be a neceſſary 
gemedy to lay it; and let him be ever fo ly in 
e Application, it will ſtill be found out: What 
vails it then to affect to conceal that which cannot 
concealed, and that which if carried on openly 
nd above-board, would become only leſs detri- 
ental, and of conſequence more juſtifiable ? | 
Be the Succeſs of this Treatiſe as it happens, the 
od of Mankind is my only Aim; nor am I 
ſs hearty or zealous in the Publick Welfare of my 
ountry, than that Noble Pattern of Sincerity, 
ſhop B-—7, who finiſhes his Preface with the 
blowing Paragraph. And now, O my G-, the G- 
my Life, and of all my Mercies, I offer this Work 
o Thee, to whoſe Honour it is chiefly intended; that 
bereby I may awaken the World to juſt Reflections on 
heir own Errors and Follies, and call on them to 
cknowledge thy Providence, to adore it, and ever 
0 depend on it. 


* An able Member of the College of Phyſicians. 
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| Modeſt Defence, &c. 


K-1 HERE is nothing more idle, or 
TE) ſhows a greater Affectation of Wit, 
chan the modern Cuſtom of treat- 
ing the moſt grave Subjects with 

' Burleſque and Ridicule. The pre- 
ſent Subject of M boring, was I diſpos d, would 
furniſh me ſufficiently in this kind, and might 
poſſibly, if ſo handled, excite Mirth in thoſe who 
are only capable of ſuch low Impreſſions, But, 
as the chief Deſign of this Treatiſe is to 
promote the general Welfare and Happineſs 
of Mankind, I hope to be excus'd, if I make 
no farther Attempts to pleaſe, than are con- 
bſtent with that Deſign. The Practice of 
Whoring has, of late Years, become fo uni- 
verfal, and its Effects fo prejudicial to Man- 
kind, that ſeveral Attempts have been made 
to put a Stop to it; and a certain Society of 
Worthy Gentlemen have undertaken that Af- 
fair with a Zeal truly commendable, tho 
the Succeſs does but too plainly make it ap- 
pear, that they were miſtaken in their Mea- 

| B ſures, 


* * 
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ſures, and had not rightly confider'd the Na. 
ture of this Evil, which we are all equally 
ſollicitous to prevent, however we may differ 
in our Opinions as to the Manner. And tho 
the Method I intend to propoſe, of erecting 
Publick Stews for that purpoſe, may ſeem at 
firſt fight ſomewhat ludicrous, I ſhall, never. 
theleſs, make it appear to be the only Meanz 
we have now left for redreſſing this Grie- 
vance. As this Redreſs is the whole Scope 
and Deſign of this Treatiſe, I hope to be ac. 
quitted of my Deſign, when I have prov 
the following Propoſitions : . That publick 
Whoring is neither fo criminal i in itſelf, nor 6 
detrimental to the Soczety, as private MI boring 
and that the encouraging of public: Mb 
ring, by erecting Steus, will not only prevent 
moſt of the ill Conſequences of this Vice, but 
even leſſen the Practice of Whoring in gere- 
ral, and reduce it to the narroweſt Bound 
which it can poſſibly be contain'd in. But 
before we proceed, it is requiſite that we exa- 
mine what thoſe miſchievous Effects are 
which boring naturally produces, that we 
may the better judge whether or no they 
will be prevented by this Scheme. 

The greateſt Evil that attends this Vice, 
or could well befall Mankind, is the Props- 
gation of that infectious Diſeaſe, called the 
French-Pox, which in two Centuries; has 


made ſuch incredible Havock all over Europe. 
( +$14k ns In 


1 

In theſe Kingdoms it ſo ſeldom fails to attend 
Mloring, now-a-days miſtaken for Gallantry 
and Politenzſs, that a hale, robuſt Conſtitu- 
tion is eſteem'd a Mark of Ungentility ; and 
a healthy young Fellow is look'd upon with 
the fame View, as if he had ſpent his Life in 
a Cottage. Our Gentlemen of the Army, 
whoſe unſettled way of Life makes it incon- 
venient for them to marry, are hereby very 
much weaken'd and enervated, and render'd 
unfit to undergo ſuch Hardſhips as are neceſ- 
fary for defending and ſupporting the Honour 
of their Country : And our Gentry in general 
ſeem to diſtinguiſh themſelves by an ill State 
of Health, in all probability the Effect of this 
pernicious Diſtemper: for the Secrecy which 
moſt People are obliged to in this Diſeaſe, 
makes the Cure of it often ineffectual; and 
tho the Infection itſelf may poſſibly be re- 
moy'd, yet for want of taking proper Methods, 
it generally leaves ſuch an ill Habit of Body as 
is not eaſily recover'd. Tis to this we ſeem 
to owe the Riſe of that Diſtemper, the Krng's- 
Evil, never known till the French Diſeaſe 
began to prevail here. But what makes this 
Miſchief the more intolerable, is, that the 
Innocent muſt ſuffer by it as well as the 
Guilty; Men give it to their Wives, Wo- 
men to their Huſbands, or perhaps their 
Children ; they to their Nurſes, and the Nur- 
les again to other Children; ſo that no Age, 
B 2 Sex, 


(4) 
Sex, or Condition can be intirely fafe fron 
the Infection. 25 
Another ill Effect of this Vice, is, its making 
People profuſe, and tempting them to live be 
yond what their Circumſtances will admit of 
for if once Men ſuffer their Minds to be le 
aſtray by this unruly Paſſion, no worldly Con. 
fideration whatever will be able to ſtop it 
and Wenching as it is very expenſive in itſelf 
without the ordinary Charges of Phyſic « 
Children, often leads Men into a thouſand othe 
Vices to ſupport its Extravagance: Beſides, a 
ter the Mind has once got this extravagant 
Turn, there naturally follows a Neglect and 
Contempt of Buſineſs; and Whoring of it 
diſpoſes the Mind to ſuch a fort of Indolenc, 
as is quite inconſiſtent with Induſtry, the mai 
Support of any, eſpecially a trading, Nation, 
The murdering of Baſtard Infants is ano. 
ther Conſequence of this Vice, by much 
worſe than the Vice itſelf: and tho' the Lay 
is juſtly ſevere in this Particular, as right) 
judging that a Mind capable of diveſting i- 
ſelf ſo intirely of Humanity, is not fit to live 
in a civiliz'd Nation: yet there are ſo many 
* of evading it, either by deſtroying the 
Infants before their Birth, or ſuffering them 
afterwards to die by wilful Neglect, that 
there apppears but little Hope of putting any 
Stop to this Practice, which, beſides the Bar- 
barity of it,” tends very much to diſpeople the 
| Country. 
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duntry. And fince the Proſperity of any 
ountry is allow'd to depend, in a great mea- 
ure, on the Number of its Inhabitants, the 
Government ought, if it were poſſible, to pre- 
vent any Whoriog at all, as it evidently hin- 
ders the Propagation of the Species: How 
many thouſand young Men in this Nation 
would turn their Thoughts towards Matri- 
mony, if they were not conſtantly deſtroying 
chat Paſſion, which is the only Foundation of 
it? And tho' moſt of them, ſooner or later, 
find the Inconvenience of this irregular Life, 
and think fit to confine themſelves to One, yet 
their Bodies are ſo much enervated, by the 
untimely or immoderate Increaſe of this Paſ- 
fion, together with the Relics of Venereal 
Cares, that they beget a moſt wretched, fee- 
ble, and ſickly Offspring: We can attribute it 
to nothing elſe but this, that ſo many of our 
ancient Families of Nobles are of late extinct. 

There is one thing more we ought to con- 
ſider in this Vice, and that is the Injury it 
does to particular Perſons and Families; ei- 
ther by alienating the Affections of Wives 
from their Huſbands, which often proves pre- 
judicial to both, and ſometimes fatal to whole 
Families; or elſe by debauching the Minds 
of young Women, to their utter Ruin and 
Deſtruction: for the Reproach they muſt un- 
dergo, when a Slip. of this nature is diſco- 
ver'd, prevents their marrying in any Degree 
Ya ſuitable 
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ſuitable to their Fortune, and by degree od; 
-hardens them to all Senſe of Shame; and * 
vhen they have once overcome that, the pre. in u 
ſent View of Intereſt as well as Pleaſure, ſpa 
ſways them to continue in the ſame Courk, eaſon 
till at length they become common Proſtitute Th, 
Theſe are the ſeveral bad Effects of Who ot 
ring; and it is an unhappy Thing, that World 
Practice ſo univerſal as this is, and alway aſes, 
will be, ſhould be attended with ſuch mike 
chievous Conſequences: But fince few de vi 
none of them are the neceſſary Effects of Who Nauen 
ring, conſider d in itſelf, but only proceti here: 
from the Abuſe and ill Management of it; ing, < 
our Buſineſs is certainly to regulate this Af. ay; 
fair in ſuch ſort as may beſt prevent thetM,. \ 
Miſchiefs. And I muſt here beg pardon divert: 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen of the Society, if Nreak 
can't conceive how the Diſcouragement the 222 
have given, or rather attempted to give, 6 Hit 
publick Whoring, could poſſibly have the Hrruth 


defied Effect. If this was a Vice acquired I of 
by Habit or Cuſtom, or depended upon Edu Nirictl 
cation, as moſt other Vices, there might be Much 
ſome Hopes of ſuppreſſing it; and then it Nularl 
would, no doubt, be commendable to at- Nonde 
tack it, without Dictinction, in whatevet Wor. ſt 


Form or Diſguiſe it ſhould appear: But alas! Wet n 
this violent Love for Women is born and he n. 
bred with us; nay, it is abſolutely neceſſi- Entire 
ry to onr being born at all: And 3 

; ome 
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me People may pretend, that unlawfol En- 


yment is contrary to the Law of Nature, 


in us largely with this Paſſion, tho' ſhe is of- 
"Wn ſparing to beſtow upon us ſuch a Portion of 
"Mcaſon and Reflection as is neceſſary to curb it. 
That long Courſe of Experience which 
oſt of tbeſe Gentlemen have had in the 
orld, and which is of ſo great Uſe in other 
aſes, may probably occaſion their Mi- 
ake in this; for Age is very liable to forget 
e violence of youtliful Paſſions, and, con- 
quently, apt to think them eaſier curb' d: 
hereas if we conſider the true Source of Who- 


is is certain, that Nature never fails to fur- 


ing, and the ſtrong Impulſe of Nature that 


ay, we ſhall find, it is a Thing not to be 
do violently reſtrain'd; leſt, like a Stream 
liverted out of its proper Channel, it ſhould, 
reak in and overflow the neighbouring 
ncloſures. 011 | 

Hiſtory affords us ſeveral Inſtances of this 
ruth; I ſhall mention but one, and that 
of Pope Sixtus the Fifth, who was. fo 


uch Severity may be call'd Juſtice, and parti- 
ularly, againſt Offenders of this kind, that he 


for. ſnatehing a Kiſs of a Damſel in the Street: 
yet notwithſtanding this his Halineſi's Zeal, 
he never attempted once to extirpate Whoring 
intirely: But like a true Paſlor ſeparated the 

B 4 clean 
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ondemned a young Man to the Galleys; only 


rictly ſevere; in the Execution of Juſtice, if 
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clean Sheep from the unclean, and confin'd al deed 
the Courtezans to one Quarter of the City. Iti Ame 
true, he did attempt to moderate this Vice, andi by { 
baniſh'd- as many Courtezans as he though Crin 
exceeded the neceſſary Number; but he wa Prof, 
ſoon convinc'd of the Error of his Computa. Nobſer 
tion, for Sodomy, and a thouſand other unn. Nof C 
tural Vices ſprang up, which forc'd him foon 
to recal them, and has left us a remarkable 
Inſtance of the Vanity of ſuch Attempts. 

Let us now proceed to the Proof of our 
Propoſition, in the firſt Part of which, it ws 
aſſerted, That publick Whoring is neither 9 
Criminal in itſelf, nor ſo Detrimental to the 
Society, as private Whoring. 

Publick Whoring conſiſts in lying with: 
certain Set of Women, who have ſhook of 
all Pretence to Modeſty ; and for fuch a Sum 
of Money, more or leſs, profeſs themſelves 
always in a Readineſs to be enjoy'd. The 
Miſchief a Man does in this Caſe is intirely 
| to himſelf; for with reſpect to the Woman, he 
| does a laudable Action, in furniſhing he 
with the Means of Subſiſtence, in the only, « 
at leaſt moſt innocent way that ſhe is caps- 
ble of procuring it. The Damage he does 
to himſelf, is either with regard to his Health, 
or the Expence of Money, and may be con- 
ſider d under the fame View as Drinking, 
with this conſiderable Advantage, that it 
reſtores us to that cool Exerciſe of our RN 

| which 
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which Drinking tends to deprive us of. In- 
deed was there a Probability of a Woman's 
Amendment, and of her gaining a Livelihood 
by ſome honeſter Method, there might be ſome 
Crime in encouraging her to follow ſuch a 
Profeſſion: But the Minds of Women are 
obſerv'd to be ſo much corrupted by the Loſs 
of Chaſtity, or rather by the Reproach they 
ſuffer upon that Loſs, that they ſeldom or ne- 
ver change that Courſe of Life tor the bet- 
ter; and if they ſhould, they can never re- 
cover that good Nome, which is fo abſolutely 
neceſſary to their getting a Maintenance in 
any honeſt Way whatever; and that nothing 
but meer Neceflity obliges them to continue 
in that Courſe, is plain' from this, That they 
themſelves in Reality utterly abhor it: Aud 
indeed there appears nothing in it ſo very al- 
luring and bewitching, eſpecially to People 
who have that Inclination to Lewdneſs in- 
tirely extinguiſh'd, which is the only thing 
could poſſibly make it ſupportable, 

The other Branch of Whoring, viz. Pri- 
vate, is of much worſe Conſequence; and a 
Man's Crime in this Caſe increaſes in pro- 
portion to the different Degree of Miſchief 
done, if you conſider his Crime with regard 
to the Society; for as to perſonal Guilt, Al- 
lowance ought to be made for the Increaſe of 
Temptation, which is very conſiderable in 
the Caſe of debauching Married Women ; 

C upon 
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| ſtances of Life, does a Man a deal of Prejudice, 


* * ( | 


upon accont of the Safety to the Aggreſſor, 
either with Reſpect to his Health, or the 
Charge, and, if that affects him, the Scandal 
of having a Baſtard. On the other hand, 
the Injury done, is very conſiderable, as ſuch 
an Action tends to corrupt a Woman's Mind, 
and deſtroy that mutual Love and Affection 
between Man and Wife, which is ſo neceſlary 
to both their Happineſs, Beſides, the Riſqne 
run of a Diſcovery, which at leaſt ruins 2 
Woman's Reputation, and deſtroys the Hu 
band's Quiet; nay, where Virtue does not 
intirely give way, if it warps but ever 6 
little, the Conſequence is ſhockingly fatal: 
for tho' the good Man, ſuſpicious of the 
Wite's Chaſtity, the Wife of the Gallant 
Conſtancy, and the Gallant of the Huſband's 
Watchfulneſs, by being a Check upon each 
other, may keep the Gate of Virtue ſhut ; yet 
then even all Parties muſt be attended with a 
never- ceaſing Miſery, nor to be imagin'd, but 
by thoſe who too fatally feel it. 

The Crime of debauching young Virgin 
will appear much greater, if we confider that 
there is much more Miſcheif done, and the 
Temptation to do it much leſſen'd by the fear 
of getting Children; which, in moſt Circum- 


and keeps at leaſt three Parts in four of our 
ſober Youth from gratifying this violent Paf- 


fion, Beſides, the Methods that are neceſſaty 
to 
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to be taken, before a Man can have ſuch 
an Action in his Power, are in themſelves 
Criminal; and it ſhows a certain Baſeneſs of 
Mind to perſuade a Woman, by a thouſand 
folemn Vows and Proteſtations, into ſuch a 
good Opinion of you, and Aſſurance of your 
Love to her, that ſhe truſts you with all that 
is dear and near to her; and this with no 
other View but the Gratification of a preſent 
Paſſion, which might be otherwiſe vented, 
than at the certain Expence of her Ruin, and 
putting her under the Neceſſity of leading 
the Life of a Publick Courtezan. 

From this general Confideration of Who- 
ring, it is evident, that tho” all the ſeveral Spe- 
ies of it proceed from the ſame Cauſe, our 
natural Love and Paſſion for Women, yet 
they are very different in their Natures, and 
fully as diſtin Crimes as thoſe which pro- 
eed from our Love to Money, ſuch as Mur- 
der, Shoplifting, &c. And I hope I have faid 
enough' to prove, that the Publick Part of it 
s by far the leaſt Criminal, and leaſt Detri- 
mental to the Society; which of itſelf is a ſuffi- 
cent Motive for the Legiſlature to confine 
it to that Channel. I ſhall now proceed 
farther, and ſhow, as I before propos d, that 
the encouraging of Publick Whoring, will 
not only prevent moſt of the miſchievous 
Effects of this Vice, but even leſſen the Prac- 


tice of ' Whoring in general, and reduce it to 
C 2 | the 
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the narroweſt Bounds which it can poſſibly be al 


contain'd in. 

When I talk'd of encouraging publick 
Whoring, I would be underſtood to mean, 
not only the erecting Publick Stews, a 
I at firſt hinted, but alſo the endowin 
them with ſuch Privileges and Immunitic; 
and at the fame time giving ſuch Diſcourage. 
ment to private Whoring, as may be mol 
effectual to turn the general Stream of Lewd 

[neſs into this common Channel. 

I ſhall here lay down a Plan for this Pur 
poſe, which, tho ay well ſerve to ill. 
ſtrate this Point, and make good the Proof d 
my preſent Argument, would doubt 
receive infinite Improvement by comin 
through the Hands of a National Senat 
whoſe auguſt Body, being compos'd of Shin. 
tuals as well as Temporals, will, I hope, tak 
into Conſideration this Important Affair, which 
ſo nearly concerns both. 

The Plan I would propoſe, is this: Let 
hundred or more Houſes be provided in ſom 
convenient Quarter of the City, and propot 
tionably in every .Country-Town, ſufficiel 
to contain two thouſand Women: If a hun. 
dred are thought ſufficient, let a hundrl 
Matrons be appointed, one to each Houle, d 
Abilities and Experience enough to take up" 
them the Management of twenty Courtezani 


each, to {ce that they Keep themſelves * 
al 
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and decent, and entertain Gentlemen after a 
civil and obliging Manner. For the encou- 
ragement of ſuch Matrons, each Houſe muſt 
be allow'd a certain Quantity of all forts of 
Liquor, Cuſtom and Exciſe free; by which 
Means they will be enabled to accommodate 
Gentlemen handſomely, without that Impoſi- 
tion ſo frequently met with in ſuch Houſes. 
Beſides the hundred abovemention'd, there 
muſt be a very large Houſe ſet apart for an 
Infirmary, and Proviſion made for two able 
Phyſicians, and four Surgeons at leaſt, Laſt- 
ly, there muſt be three Commiſhoners a 
pointed to ſuperintend the whole, to hear and 
redreſs Complaints, and to fee that each 
Houſe punctually obſerves ſuch Rules and Or- 
ders as ſhall be thought neceſſary for the 
good Government of this Community. For 
the better Entertainment of all Ranks and 
Degrees of Gentlemen, we ſhall divide the 
twenty Women of each Houſe into four Claſ- 
ſes, who for their Beauty, or other Qualifica- 
tions may juſtly challenge different Prices. 

The firſt Claſs is to conſiſt of eight, who 
may legally demand from each Viſitant Half 
a Crown, The ſecond Claſs to confiſt of fix, 
whoſe fix'd Price may be a Crown. The third 
Claſs of four, at half a Guinea each. The re- 
maining two make up the fourth Claſs, and are 
deſign'd for Perſons of the firſt Rank, who can 
afford to pay a Guinea for the Elegancy of their 

| Taſte, 
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Taſte. To defray the Charges of this Eſta. 
bliſhment, will require but a very moderate 
Tax: For if the firſt Claſs pays but forty 
Shillings Yearly, and the reſt in Propor. 
tion, it will amount to above 10,000 | 
a Year, which will not only pay the Commil. 
fioners Salaries, Surgzons Cheſts, and other 
Contingencies, but likewiſe eſtabliſh a good 
Fund for the Maintenance of Illegitimate Or. 
phans and ſuperannuated Courtezans. 
For the better Government of this Soctety, 
it will be neceſſary that the Miſtreſs have an 
abſolute Command in her own Houſe, and 
that no Woman be ſuffer'd to go abroad 
without her Leave. No Woman muſt be 
ſuffer'd to lie in, within the Houſe; nor any 
young Children admitted under any Pretence. 
No Muſick or Revelling to be allow'd in any 
Room, to the . Diſturbance of the reſt. No 
Gentlemen diſorderly or drunk, to be admit- 
ted at an unſeaſonable Hour, without the 
Conſent of the Miſtreſs: And, in caſe of Vio- 
lence, ſhe muſt be empower'd to call the Ci 
vil Aid. | | 

For the Society's Security in Point of Health, 
it muſt be order'd, That if any Gentleman 
complains of receiving an Injury, and the 
Woman, upon Search, be found tainted, with- 
out having diſcover'd it to the Miſtreſs, ſhe 
ſhall be ſtripp'd and caſhier'd. But if a Wo- 


man diſcovers her Misfortune before any Com- 
plaint 


plain 


n 

plaint is made againſt her, ſhe ſhall be ſent 
o the Infirmary, and cured at the Publick 
harge. No Woman that has been twice pox'd 
hall ever be re-admitted. Note, That three 
laps ſhall be reckon'd equivalent to one Pox. 
But as no Society ever fram'd a compleat 
Body of Laws at once, till overſeen Ac- 
idents had taught them F oreſight, we ſhall 
efer the farther Regulation of theſe Laws, 
with whatever new ones ſhall be thought 
eceſſary, to the Viſdom of the Legiſlature, 
The Public Stews being thus erected and 
tovern'd by good and wholeſome Laws, there 
mains nothing to compleat this Project, but 
hat proper Meaſures be taken effectually to 
liſcourage all other Kinds of Whoring what- 
dever. And here it is to be hoped, that thoſe 
rorthy Gentlemen of the Society, who have 
itherto diſtinguiſh'd their Zea/ to ſo little 
Purpoſe, will now exert themſelves where 
hey have ſo good a Proſpect of Succeſs ; for 
ltho” a poor Itinerant Courtezan could not 
dy any Means be perſuaded to ſtarve at the 
Inſtigation of a Reforming Conſtable, yet a 
tle Bridewell Rhetorick, or the Terrors of 
a Tranſportation, will ſoon convince her that 
e may live more comfortably and honeftly in 
Publick Stew. If there are any fo fooliſh as 
o love Rambling better, or who are not qua- 
170 to pleaſe Gentlemen according to Law, 
they ought to be tranſported; for Bridewell, 
as 
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as it is now manag d, only makes them poorer, 
and conſequently lays them under a greater I grec 
Neceſſity than ever of continuing Proſtitutes. can 

Let us now ſuppoſe, for Brevity fake, ¶ Rec 
that the Publick - Stews are as much 23 Lyi, 
poſſible favour d and encourag'd, and thathe( 
all the other Branches of this Vice have the ness 
utmoſt Rigour of the Laws exerted againſt N 
them. | Tre 

It now remains for me to ſhow what Be. NW O 
nefit the Nation would receive thereby, 1 
and how this Project would prevent or in Ndity 
any Degree alleviate thoſe Miſcheifs which 
I have mention'd to be the neceſſary Con- 
ſequences of this Vice. As for any Objection 
that may be rais'd againſt me, either Chriſti 
an or Moral, I ſhall refer them to the Clos 
of this Diſcourſe. 13 

Firſt then, I fay, the Nation would re. 
ceive a general Benefit by having ſuch a con- 
ſiderable Number of its moſt diſorderly In- 
habitants brought to live after a regula 
civiliz d Manner. There is, one Year wit) 
another, a certain Number of young Women 
who arrive gradually, Step by Step, at the high- 
eſt Degree of Impudence and Lewdneſs. Theſe 
Women, beſides their Incontinence, are com- 
monly guilty of almoſt the whole Catalogue of 
immoral Actions: The Reaſon +is evident; 
They are utterly abandon'd by their Px 
rents, and thereby reduc'd to the laſt De- 


gree 
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er gree of Shifting - Poverty; if their Lewdneſs 
cannot ſupply their Wants, they muſt have 
Recourſe to Methods more criminal, ſuch as 
Lying, Cheating, open Theft, &c. Not that 
theſe are the neceſſary Concomitants of Lewd- 
neſs, or have the leaſt Relation to it, as all 
lewd Men of Honour can teſtify; but the 
Treatment ſuch- Women meet with in the 
World, is the Occaſion of it. 

Thoſe Females, who either by the Frigi- 
dity of their Conſtitutions, a lucky Want of 
Temptation, or any other - Cauſe, have pre- 
ſerv'd their Chaſtity; and the Men, in gene- 
al, Chaſte or Unchaſte, are ſo outrageous 
againſt theſe Delinquents, that they make 
no Diſtinction: all of them are branded 
with the ſame opprobrious Title, they are 
all treated with the ſame Contempt, all 
equally deſpis d; ſo that let them be guilty 
of what other Crimes they pleaſe, they 
cannot add one Jot to the Shame they already 
undergo. Having thus remoy'd the Fear of 
ug vorldly Reproach, which is juſtly eſteem'd 
0 


the greateſt Bulkwark of Morality, it is no 
wonder if theſe Women, inſenſible of Shame, 
and prick'd on by Want, commit any Crimes, 
where they are not deterd by the Fear of 
corporal Puniſhments. But the Caſe now 
will be quite alter'd ; theſe Women, as ſoon 
as they have attain'd a competent Share of 
Aſſurance, and before they are pinch'd 6 
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the Extreme of Poverty, will enter them. 
ſelves in ſome of the abovementioned Claſſe 
of profeſs'd Courtezans; where, inſtead of 
being neceſſarily diſhoneſt, they will hay 
more Inducements to Honeſty than any other 
Profeſſion whatſoever. The fame Money 
defends, as well as it corrupts a Prin 
Miniſter: A Churchman takes SanCtuaryſiſſo, | 
in a Gown, and who dare accuſe a Mitre 
of Simony? Accuſe a Colonel of Injuſtice 
he is try'd by his Board of Officers, and you 
Information is falſe, ſcandalous, and mal: 
cious. A Lawyer cheats you according 1 
Law; and you may thank the Phyjician, i 
you live to complain of him. Over-reachin 
in Trade, is prudent Dealing; and Mecks 
nick Cunning, is ſtiled Handicraft. No 
ſo fares the popr Courtezan ; if ſhe commit 
but one ill Action, if, for Inſtance, ſhe 
ſhould circumvent a Gentleman of a Sm 
Box, the can hardly eſcape Detection; and 
the firſt Diſcovery ruins her; ſhe is bani(h! 
the Publick Stews, mark'd out for Infany, 
aud can have no better Proſpect than a Tran 
portation, On the other hand, the Motives 
to Honeſty will be as great here as am 
where: It is natural for Mankind to regard 
chiefly the good Opinion of thoſe with whom 
they converſe, and to neglect that of Strat- 
gers: Now in this Community, Lewdnel 


not being eſteem'd a Reproach, but rather 
Com- 
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"Commendation, they will ſet a Value on 
heir good Name, and ſtand as much upon 
the Punto of Honour, as the reſt of Man- 
kind; being mov'd by the fame commenda- 
ble Emulation, and deter'd by greater, or 
it leaſt more certain Puniſhments. Beſides 
his Reformation in Point of Honeſty, the 
Publick will receive another Benefit in being 
freed from thoſe nocturnal Diſorders, Quar- 
rels and Brawlings, which are occaſion'd 
by vagrant Punks, and the Number of pri- 
ate Brothels diſpers'd throughout the City, 
to the great Diſturbance of its ſober Inha- 
bitants. | 

We have already mention'd the French 
Diſeaſe as one of the worſt Attendants up- 
on Lewdneſs, and with good Reaſon; for in 
he Enjoyment of this Life, Health is the 
ne que non: i. e. the greateſt Happineſs. And 
this Diſtemper has one Thing in it peculiarly 
nveterate, as if it came out of Pandora's worſt 
Box; there is no other Diſorder, but what at 
ſme Age, or in ſome particular Conſtitution, 
will abate of itſelf without the Application of 
Medicines ; but this is ſuch a buſy reſtleſs Ene- 
my, that unleſs reſiſted, he is never at a 
Stand, but gathers Strength every Day, to 
the utter Diſquiet of the Patient. Now it is 
lo evident that the Public Stews, when 
well regulated, will prevent the Spreading 
of this Plague, that a prolix and tedious 
2 Proof 
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Proof of it would look like Declaiming, 
As this Diſeaſe has its Spring and Source en. 
tirely from publick Whoring, and fron 
thence creeps into private Families; ſo | 
likewiſe receives continual Supplies and Re. 
cruits thro' the ſame Channel: When thi 
Source is once dry'd up the Nation will m. 
turally recover its priſtine Health and Vi. 
gour: And this cannot fail to happen, i 
due Care be taken to keep the Stews fre 
from Infection; for what young Felloy 
will be ſo induſtriouſly mad, as to tak: 
Pains to run his Head into an Apothecary) 
Shop, when he may with ſo much Ea 
and Conveniency, and without the Fer 
of a Reforming Officer, both ſecure hi 
Health and gratify his Fancy with ſuch : 
Variety of Miſtreſſes. 

Tis true, the keeping of the Public 
Stews ſo very ſafe, will appear a difficult 
Taſk, at firſt Sight; but not ſo if we , con- 
ſider the Caſe a little nearer, This Diſk 
is propagated reciprocally from the Woman 
to the Man, and from the Man to the 
Woman; but the firſt is the moſt common 
for ſeveral Reaſons: We are not like Cocks 
or Town-Bulls, who have a whole Seraglia 
of Females entirely and ſolely at their De- 
votion; on the contrary, one induſtrious 
Pains-taking Woman, who lays herſelf out 
that Way, is capable of ſatisfy ing ſeveral 
X | rampant 
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rampant Males; inſomuch, that a ſelect 
Number of Women get a handſome Live- 
lihood by being able to oblige ſuch a Num- 
ber of Cuſtomers. Now, if but a few of 
theſe Women are unſound, they can infect 
a great many Men; whereas theſe Men 
have neither Power nor Inclination to infect 
the like Number of Women. I fay,, In- 
clination; for + Woman, to raiſe Mone 

for the Surgeon's Fee, may counterfeit Plea- 
ſure when ſhe really receives Pain ; nay, ſhe 
may even venture to complain of being hurt : 
for the Man will attribute the Pain he gives 
her, either to her Chaſtity, or his own Vi- 
gour ; not dreaming, perhaps, that he has 
moleſted a Shanker, This a Female may 
do, as being only paſſive in the Affair, 
but a Man muſt have real Fancy and In- 
clination before he is qualify'd to enter up- 
on Action: And how far this Fancy to 
Woman may be cool'd by a ſtinging Go- 
norrbæa, I leave the experienc'd Reader to 
judge; and whether a Man won't rather 
employ his Thoughts upon his round Diet, i. e. 
Pills, how to digeſt 2 at Night, and 3 in 
the Morning; what Conveyance to find 
out when poach'd Eggs grow nauſeous, 
and how to preſerve his Linnen from bein 

ſpeckled; with a Thouſand other Particulars 
that occur to a Man in this Diſtreſs: but 
theſe are ſufficient, with the Aſſiſtance of 
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a Cordee, to bridle any moderate Paſſion, 
So that from the whole we may ſafely draw 
this Concluſion; That fince the Men are 
ſo ſeldom guilty of tranſgreſſing in this Kind, 

the ſpreading of this Diſtemper muſt be 
owing to the Neglect of Cure in the Wo— 
men. Now the Publick Stews will be 6 
regulated, that a Woman cannot poſſibly 
conceal her Misfortune long; nay, it wil 
be highly her Intereſt to make the firſt 
Diſcovery ; ſo that whatever Damage the &. 
ciety may ſuſtain at firſt, when Claps are 
moſt current, it will be ſoon repair'd, and this 
Diſtemper, in Time, entirely rooted out. But 
of this enough. | 


The next Thing that comes to be con- 
ſider'd in this Vice, is the Expence it occa- 
ſions, and the Neglect of worldly Buſinek, 
by employing ſo much of our Time and 
Thoughts; for let a Man have ever ſo much 
Buſineſs, it can't ſtop the Circulation of his 
Blood, or prevent the Seminal Secretion: 
for Sleeping or Waking, the Spermatick 
will do their Office, tho' a Man's Thoughts 
may be ſo much employ'd about other 
Affairs, that he cannot attend to every mi- 
nute Titillation. A Man of Pleaſure, in- 
deed, may make this copulative Science his 
whole Study; and, by Idleneſs and Luxury, 
may prompt Nature that Way, and ſpur of 
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he Spirits to Wantonneſs: but then his 
onſtitution will be the ſooner tired; for 
he Animal Spirits being exhauſted by this 
Anticipation, his Body muſt be weaken'd, 
and his Nerves relax'd ; neither will his irre- 
gular effeminate Life aſſiſt them in recover- 
ing their former Force. Beſides, thoſe Parts 
hich more particularly ſuffer the Violence 
of this Exerciſe, are liable to many Acci- 
dents; and Men of Pleaſure, though other- 
iſe pretty healthy, are often troubled with 
Gleets and Weakneſſes, either by a former 
Ulceration of the Profirates, or elſe ſome 
jolent Over-ſtraining, which occaſions this 
Relaxation. Theſe Men, 'tis true, will talk 
very luſciouſly of Women; but, pretend 
what they pleaſe, they can never have 
that burning Defire which they had for- 
merly, when their Veſſels were in full Vi- 
Four, The Truth is, their Luſt lies chiefly 
Di their Brain, kept alive by the Impreſſion 
of former Ideas, which are not ſo eaſily 
rubb'd out as the Titillation which created 
them; and this Paſſion comes to be fo di- 
miniſhed, that, in Time, it changes its Refi- 
dence from the Glans Penis to the Glan- 
dula Penealis. A Man of Buſineſs, on 
the contrary, or one who leads a ſober re- 
gular Life, will ſeldomer be attack'd by 
theſe wanton Fits, but then they will come 
with double the Violence; for though it is a 
common 
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common received Opinion, that the longe 
a Man refrains, the better he is able t 
refrain, yet it is only true in one Senſe 
and amounts to no more than this: Tha 
if a Man has been able, for ſuch and ſuch 
Reaſons, to curb this Paſſion, for Inſtance 
a Month, he will, if the ſame Reaſons hold 
and without an additional Temptation, he 
able to curb it a Month longer; but, ne. 
vertheleſs, he may have Deſires much tron. 
ger than a Man who, for want of the 
Motives to Abſtinence, gratifies them every 
Day. If there are ſome Men of a part. 
cular Conſtitution, whoſe puny Defires may 
be eaſily block'd up with the Afliſtance 
of three ſmall Buttons: or elſe endow! 
with ſuch an extraordinary Strength of Rex 
ſon, that they can maſter the moſt ran. 
pant Sallies of this raging Paſſion; I hear. 
tily congratulate their happy Conqueſt, but 
have nothing more to do with them at 
preſent, the Publick Stews not being de- 
fign'd for ſuch: I am here ſpeaking of thok 
Men of Buſineſs, who, notwithſtanding thei 
Abſtinence or the Regularity of their Lives, 
are ſometimes prevailed upon to quench thele 
amorous Heats; and, I fay, in ſuch Men the 
Paſſion is much ſtronger than in Men ol 
Pleaſure, and that their Abſtinence contri 
butes to heighten the Violence of the De- 


fire, and make it the more — 
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for the Fancy not being cloy'd with too 
frequent Enjoyment, preſently takes fire; and 
the Spermaticks, not being weaken'd with 
forc'd Evacuations, are in their full Vigour, 
and give the Nerves a * moſt exquiſite Sen- 
ſation: ſo that upon the leaſt toying with 
an alluring Wench, the Blood-Veflels are 
ready to ſtart; and to uſe Orhells's Words, 
The very Senſe aches at her. 

Now, what ſhall this Man do, when he 
has once taken the Reſolution to make him- 
ſelf eaſy? He muſt either venture upon the 
Publick, where, it is Odds, he may meet 
with a Miſchance that will either drain his 
Pocket, and make him unfit for any Buſi- 
neſs, at leaſt without Doors ; or elſe he muſt 
employ both his Time and Rhetoric, and 
perhaps too his Purſe, in deluding ſome mo- 
deſt Girl; which, beſides the Loſs of Time 
in carrying on ſuch an Intrigue, is apt to give 
the Head ſuch an amorous Turn as is quite 
inconſiſtent with Buſineſs, and may probably 
lead a Man into After-Expences, which at firſt 
he never dreamt of. 

Now to remedy all theſe Inconveniences, 
the Publick Stews will be always ready 
and open, where a Man may regulate his 
Expences according to his Ability, from 
Half a Crown to a Guinea; and that too 
without endangering his Health: And be- 
ſides, which is chiefly to be conſider d, if 
E a 
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a Man ſhould be overtaken with a ſudden 
Guſt of Lechery, it will be no Hindrance 
to him even in the greateſt Hurry of Buſi- 
neſs, for a ready and willing Miſtreſs will 
| eaſe him in the twinkling of an Eye, and 
he may proſecute his Affairs with more At- 
tention than ever, by having his Mind en- 
tirely freed and diſengag'd from thoſe trou- 
bleſome Ideas which always accompany a 
wanton Diſpoſition of the Body. But to pro- 
ceed: | : 

Another ill Conſequence of Whoring, is 
the Tendency it has to diſpeople a Nation; 
and that both by the Deſtruction of Illegiti- 
mate Infants, and by ruining young Men's Con- 
ſtitutions ſo much, that, when they marry, 
they either beget no Children, or ſuch as are 
ſickly and ſhort-livd. The firſt of theſe, 
indeed, is almoſt unavoidable, eſpecially in 
modeſt Women, who will be guilty of this 
Cruelty as long as Female Chaſtity . carries 
that high Reputation along with it, which 
it really deſerves: However, in common 
Women, it may and will be, in a great 
meaſure, prevented by this Scheme; for 
every profeſs'd Courtezan, that is legally 
licens'd, will have an Apartment allotted 
her in the Infirmary when ſhe is ready to 
lie in, and will be obliged to take Care of 
her Child; by which means a confidera- 
ble Number of Infants will be reared up, that 
otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe might probably have periſh'd, Be- 
ſides, there are a great many ordinary Girls, 
ſuch as Servant-Maids, who are chiefly mov'd 
to this Action, by the fear of loſing their 
Services, and wanting Bread. Now this 
handſome Proviſion that is made for them, 
will be a great inducement for ſuch to enter 
themſelves in the Szews, rather than commit 
ſuch an unnatural Action, eſpecially when the 
Diſcovery is Death. | 

Let us now conſider the Affair of Matri- 
mony. Since the World is now no longer 
in a State of Nature, but form'd into ſeveral 
Societies independent of one another, and 
theſe Societies again divided into ſeveral 
Ranks and Degrees of Men, diſtinguiſh'd 
by their Titles and Poſſeſſions, which de- 
ſcend from Father to Son; it is very certain 
that Marriage is abſolutely neceſſary, not on- 
ly for the regular Propagation of the Species, 
and their careful Education, but likewiſe 
tor preſerving that Diſtinction of Rank 
among Mankind, which otherwiſe would be 
utterly loſt and confounded by doubtful Suc- 
ceſſions. And it is no leſs certain and indiſ- 
putable, that all Sorts and Kinds of Debau- 
chery whatever are Enemies to this State, in 
io far as they impair the natural Vigour of 
the Conſtitution, and weaken the very Springs 
of Love. 
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This neceſſary Paſſion is, indeed, of ſuch 

a tickliſh Nature, that either too much ot 
too little of it is equally prejudicial, and 
the Medium is ſo hard to hit, that we are 
apt to fall into one of the Extremes. We 
are naturally Vurniſbd with an extraordi- 
nary Stock of Love; and, by the Largeneſs dd 
the Proviſion, it looks as if Nature had 
made ſome Allowance for Wear and Tear, 
It young Men were to live intirely chaſt| 
and ſober, without blunting the Edge of 
their Paſſions, the firſt Fit of Love would 
turn their Brains Topſy-turvy, and we ſhould 
have the Nation peſtered with Love-Ad- 
ventures and Feats of Chivalry : By th 


time a Peer's Son came to be Sixteen, he 


would be in danger of turning Knight-Er 
rant, and might poſſibly 
Daughter for his Dulcinea ; and who knows 


take a Cobler; 


but a ſptightly young Taylor might tun 
an Orlando Furioſo, and venture his Neck 
to carry off a Lady of Birth and Fortune, 


In ſhort, there are ſo many 


day of theſe ruinous 


Inſtances every 


diſproportion'd Mat- 


ches, notwithſtanding our preſent Intempe- 
rance, that we may juſtly conclude, if the 


Nation was in a State of 
no Man could anſwer for the Conduct of his 


Children. 


perfect Sobriety, 


It muſt, indeed, be confeſs'd, as Matters 
now ſtand, the Exceſs of Chaſtity is not ſo 
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ach to be fear'd as the other Extreme of 
ewdneſs, tho' there 'are Inſtances of both; 
nd many Fathers, now living, would glad- 
y have ſeen their Sons fifty times in a 
Stew, rather than ſee them fo unfortunately 
arried. The other Extreme is equally, or 
ather more dangerous, as it is more com- 
on; for moſt young Men give too great a 
Looſe to their Paſſions, and either quite de- 
ſtroy their Inclination to Matrimony, or 
make their Conſtitutions incapable of an- 
ſwering the Ends of that State. 

To avoid therefore theſe two dangerous 
Extremes, we have erected the Publick 
Stews, which every conſiderate Man muſt 
allow to be that Golden Mean ſo much de- 
fired: For, in the firſt Place, we avoid the 
Inconvenience of too ſtrict a Chaſtity. 
When a Man has gained ſome Experience 
by his Commerce in the Stews, he is 
able to form a pretty good comparative 
judgment of what he may expect from 
the higheſt Gratifications of Love; he finds 
his Ideas of Beauty ſtrangely alter'd after 
Enjoyment, and will not be hurry'd into 
an unſuitable Match by thoſe romantick chi- 
merical Notions of Love, which poſſeſs the 
Minds of unexperienced Youth, and make 
them fancy that Love alone can compleat 
the Happineſs of a married State. But this 
will 
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will be fo readily granted, that I ſhan't inſiſ 
upon it farther, 

In the next Place, the Publick Stews wil 
prevent the ill Effects of exceſſive Lewdnek 
by preſerving Men's Conſtitutions ſo well 
that although they may defer Matrimony 
ſome time for their ſpecial Advantage, ya. 
they will have a ſufficient Stock of Deli,” 
left to perſwade them, one time or other, to 
quit the Gaiety of a Single Life: and when 
they do marry, they will be able to anſwal 
all the Ends and Purpoſes of that State , t 
well, and rather better, than if they had lived” 5 
perfectly chaſte. | 

This may ſeem a bold Propoſition, buf . 
the Proof of it is nevertheleſs obvious. How- 
ever, to proceed methodically, there are 
three Ways by which lewd young Men de- c* 
ſtroy their natural Vigour, and render them-h:. x 
ſelves Impotent: Firſt, By Manufriction, 
alias Maſturbation. Secondly, By too fre- 
quent -and immoderate Enjoyment. And, 
Laſtly, By contracting Venereal Diſorders, 
as Claps or Poxes. | 

The firſt lewd Trick that Boys learn, 1s 
this Manual Diverſion; and when they have 
once got the knack of it, they ſeldom quit 
it till they come to have actual Commerce 
with Women: The Safety, Privacy, Con- 
venience, and Cheapneſs of this Gratifica- 
tion are very ſtrong Motives, and chiefly 

perſuade 
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rſuade young Men to continue the Practice 
= 
If theſe Pollutioniſts were fo abſtemions as 
wait the ordinary Calls of Nature, this 
aion, however unnatural, would be no 
ore prejudicial, when prudently managed, 
an common Copulation; but, inſtead of 
is, they are every Day commiiting Rapes 
pon their own Bodies; and though they 
ave neither real Inclination nor Ability to 
"Mitack a Woman, yet they can attack them- 
les, and ſupply all theſe Defects by the 
Woility of their Wriſts; by which means 
ey ſo weaken their Genitals, and accu- 
tom them to this violent Friction, that, 
ho' they have frequently Evacuations with- 
ut an Erection, yet the common and or- 
Iinary Senſation which Females afford to 
oſe Parts, is not able of itſelf to promote 
is Evacuation: ſo that they are impo- 
nt to all Intents aud Purpoſes of Genera- 
jon, 

To put a Stop therefore to theſe clande- 
ine Practices, and prevent young Men from 
ing violent Hands upon themſelves, we 
uſt have Recourſe to the Public Steros, 
hich cannot fail to have the defired Ef- 
ect: For which of theſe private Practitioners 
an be fo brutiſh, as to prefer this boyiſh 
litary Amuſement before the actual Em- 
aces of a fine Woman, when they can 
proceed 
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proceed with the ſame Convenience, Safety 
and Privacy in the one, as well as the 
other. 24:0 

In the next Place, Men are often we! 
ken'd, and ſometimes contract almoſt in 
curable Gleets by too frequent and immo 
derate Enjoyment. This ſeldom or nex 
happens but in private Whoring, when ſome 
particular Miſtreſs has made ſuch a ſtrom 
Impreſſion upon a Man's Fancy, that th: 
exerts himſelf in an extraordinary Mann 
beyond his natural Ability, and thereby 
contracts a Seminal Weakneſs, which 
generally more difficult to cure than a vi. 
rulent Running. Now this Danger wil 
be pretty well remov'd by the Encourage 
ment given to Publick Whoring, which, « 
I ſhall ſhow more particularly hereatte, 
will divert Men's Minds, and turn the 
Thoughts very much from private Intrigue: 
And it will be readily granted me, that u 
ſuch Exceſs is to be fear'd in Publick Stew 
where a Man only acting out of a gene 
ral Principle of Love to the whole Ser 
will be in no Danger of proceeding any 
farther than he is prompted by Nature, ani 
the particular Diſpoſition of his Body 
that Time. | 

As for the third Cauſe of Impotenc,, 
the Venereal Diſeaſe, we have alread 


provd that this Inſtitution of the Heu 


ane! 


ey is the beſt and ſureſt Remedy againſt it 


and ſhall only obſerve here how happily 
this Project provides againſt the various ill 
Effects of Lewdneſs, in whatever Light we 
confider them, 

Thus, I think, the firſt Part of my Pro- 
poſition pretty well clear'd, viz. That the 
Publick Stews will preſerve Mens Con- 
ſtitutions ſo well, that they will have a 
ſufficient Stock of corporal Ability, and con- 
ſequently Inclination left to . perſuade them, 
ſooner or later, to enter into the Marriage- 
State. 


I fay farther, that theſe a Men, having thus 
preſerv'd their Conſtitution, will anſwer all 
the Intents and Purpoſes of that State, ra- 
ther better than if they had lived perfectly 
ae, 

When a Man and a Woman ſelect one 
another out of the whole Speices, it is 
not merely for Propagation; nay, that is 
generally the leaſt in their Thoughts: What 
they chiefly have in View, is to paſs the 
Remainder of their Lives happily together, 
to enjoy the ſoft Embraces and mutual 
Endearments of Love; to divide their Joys 
and Griefs; to ſhare their Pleaſures and 
Afflictions; and, in ſhort, to make one 
another as happy as poſſible. As for Chil- 
dren, they come of Courſe, and of Courſe 
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are educated according 'to their Parents 
r 

Now all theſe Enjoyments depending 
upon the mutual Affection of theſe two, 
Man and Wife; whenever this Affection 
fails, either in the Woman or the Man, 
that Marriage is unhappy, and all the good 
Ends and Deſigns of this State entirely 
fruſtrated. To give the Women their Due, 
they muſt have the Preference in Point of 
Conſtancy ; their Paſſions are not fo eaſily 
rais'd, nor ſo ſuddenly fix'd upon any par- 
ticular Object: but when this Paſlion i; 
once rooted in Women, it is much ſtronger 
and more durable than in Men, and rather 
increaſes than diminiſhes, by enjoying the 
Perſore beloved. Whether it is that Wo- 
men receive as much Love as they part 
with, and that the Love they receive is 
not entirely loſt, but takes Root again by 
Conception ; whereas what a Man parts 
with never affects him further, than juſt the 
Pleaſure he receives at the time of part- 
ing with it : or whether this Difference is 
owing to the difterent Turn of Mens Fan- 
cies, which are more ſuſceptible of freſh 
Impreſſions from every handſome Face they 
meet, or perhaps that their Heads are fo 
much employ'd in worldly Affairs, that 
they only take Love en paſſant to get rid 
of a preſent Uneaſineſs, whereas Women 

| make 
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mrke it the whole Buſineſs of their Lives: 
Whatever the Reaſon is, I fay, it is experi- 
mentally true, that a Woman has but a very 
ſlippery Hold of a Man's Affections aſter 
Enjoyment. Let us fee therefore which of 
theſe two, the chaſte or the experienc'd Man, 
will be leaſt liable to this Failure of Aﬀec- 
tion, and conſequently which of the two 
will make the beſt married Man, 

The firſt great Cooler of a Man's Affec- 
tions after Marriage, is the Diſparity of the 
Match. When a Man has married entirely 
or Love, and to the apparent Detriment 
of his worldly Affairs, as ſoon as the firſt 
Flaſh of it is over, he can't help reflecting 
upon the Woman as the Cauſe, and, in 
ſome Senſe, the Author of his Misfortunes; 
his naturally begets a Coldneſs and In- 
lifference, which, by Degrees, turns to an 
pen Diſlike. Now it is theſe forts of Mar- 
ages that chaſte Men are always in danger 
if falling into, as I have already proved; 
either is there any effectual Way to con- 
ince a Man of this Folly, and ſecure him 
gainſt it, but by giving him ſome Expe- 
ence in Love-Affairs. Again, as chaſte 
Men ſeldom marry for any thing but ſheer 
ove, ſo they have framed to ihemſelves 
uch high extravagant Notions of the *Rap- 
ures they expect to poſſeſs in the Mar- 
age-Bed, that they are mightily ſhocked at 
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the Diſappointment. A chaſte unexperienc d 
Man is ſtrangely ſurprized, that thoſe be. 
witching Charms ſhould make ſuch a faint 
Impreſſion upon him after a thorow Peruſal; 
he can ſcarce believe that the Woman is {til 
poſſeſſed of the fame Charms which tran. 
ported him formerly; he fancies he has dif. 
cover'd abundance of little Faults and Im. 
perfections, and attributes his growing Di. 
like to this Diſcovery, not. dreaming tha 
this Alteration is entirely in himſelf, and 
not in the Object of Deſire, which remain 
ſtill the ſame. The Truth is, when a Man; 
full fraught with Love, and that his Pulk 
beats high for Enjoyment, this peccant Low: 
Humour falls down upon the Eye, which 
may be obſerv'd at ſuch a time to be ful 
briſk and ſparkling : Tis then the Beauty 
of every Feature is magnified. and Parth 
nope is no leſs than a Goddeſs. But whe 
this dazzling Humour is drawn downward 
by a Revulſion, as in the Caſe of Mx 
riage, a Man's Eyes are perfectly open'd 
and though they may look languid, ſunk, and 
environ d with blueiſh Circles, yet he actual 
ſees much better than before; for Pari. 
nope will now appear to him a Mortal, ſuc 
as ſhe really is, diveſted of all thoſe falſe Gloſk 
and Appearances. _ 
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The chaſte Man is ſurprized at this 


Change; he is apt to lay the Fault upon the 
Woman, and generally fixes his Affections 
on ſome other Female, who, he imagines, 
is free from thoſe Faults : then farewel hap- 
py Wedlock. The experienc'd Man, on the 
contrary, has try'd ſeveral Women; he 


finds they all agree in one Particular, and 


that after a Storm of Love there always ſuc- 
ceeds a Calm: When he enters into Matri- 
mony, he is prepar'd againſt any Diſappoint- 
ments of that Nature, and is ready to make 
Allowance for thoſe Faults and Imperfec- 
tions which are inſeparable from Human 
Kind. This 1s ſo true, that Women have 
eſtabliſh'd a Maxim, that Rakes make the 
beſt Huſbands; for they are very ſenſible 
how difficult it is to monopolize a Man's 
Affections; that he will have his Curioſity 
about thoſe Affairs ſatisfied one time or 
other: And tho' this Experience is uſeful 


before Marriage, it is very dangerous after- 
wards. 


Beſides, to compleat the Happineſs of the 
Marriage-State, or indeed to make it tole- 
rably eaſy, there muſt be ſome Agreement 
in the Temper, Humour, and Diſpoſition of 
the two Parties concern'd. If, for Inſtance, 
the Man can't endure the Sight of a Metro- 
polis, and the Woman can't enjoy herſelf 
out of it; if the Man is grave, ſerious, and 

an 
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an Fnemy to all jocular Merriment, when 


his Wife is a profeſs'd Lover of Mirth and 


Gaicty, theſe two can never agree: Diffe- 
rences will ariſe every Day, and Differences 
in Wedlock are as hard to reconcile as thoſe 
in Religion: We may gueſs at the Reaſon 
from a. parallel Inſtance. 

After the Revocation of the Edict of 
Nantz, ſeveral Proteſtant Gentlemen were 
ſhut up in the Baſtile at Paris, where they 


| livd conſtantly together for a conſiderable 


Time: They made an Obſervation, during 
their Stay there, That whenever the leaf 
Difference or Diſpute happen'd amongſt them, 
it was never reconciled till ſome time after 
their Enlargemeat ; becauſe, ſaid they, al- 
tho' we were Yoke-Fellows in Affliction, yet 
never being out of one another's Company, 
our Animoſities were always kept up warm, 
for want of a little Abſence to cool them. 
It is the ſame Caſe with Matrimony ; and 
People ought to be particularly careful to 
chuſe a Wife as nearly of their own Temper 
as poſſible. 

Now this Conſideration never enters into 
the Head of a chaſte unexperienc'd Man, 
he is ſo infatuated with perſonal Love, that 
he imagines his whole future Happineſs de- 
pends upon the Poſſeſſion of ſuch a Shape, 
or ſuch a Compoſition of Features ; when 


he is diſappointed in this, how much will it 
add 
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4d to his Chagrin, to find himſelf yoked 
or Life to a Woman whoſe Temper is quite, 
polite to his own, and conſequently whoſe | 
atisfaction is quite inconſiſtent with his? 
e may gueſs the Sequel; ſeparate; Beds, ſe- 
rate Maintenance, and all the whole Train 
f Conjugal Misfortunes. In ſhort, let us 
onfider Matrimony under what View we 
leaſe, we ſhall (till find that the experienc'd 
an will make the beſt Huſband, and an- 
wer all the Ends of Marriage much better 
han a Man who lives perfectly chaſte to his 
Vedding-Day. | 
Thus, we ſee, by this happy Regulatio 
f the Publick Stews, that Whoring, inſtead 
f being an Enemy to Matrimony, will ad- 
ance and promote the Intereſt of it as much 
5 poſſible, 
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We come to the laſt great Point pro- 
os d, viz. that this Project of the Publick 
ſtews will prevent, as much a poſſible, the 
kbauching of modeſt Women, and thereby 
duce Whoring to the narroweſt Bounds in 
rhich it can poſſibly be contain'd. 
To- illuſtrate this Matter, we muſt ſtep a 
tle back to conſider the Conſtitution of 
emales, while they are in a State of Inno- 
ence; and when we have taken a View of 
he Fortifications which Nature has made to 
reſerve their Chaſtity, we ſhall find out 
the 


* 


6 


the Reaſon why it is ſo often ſurrenderd oth 
and be the better able to provide for in "y 


Defence. 

Every Woman, who is capable of Con 
ception, muſt have thoſe Parts which of 
ciate ſo framed, that they may be abk 
to perform whatever is neceſſary at tha 
Juncture. Now, to have thoſe Parts f 
rightly adapted for the Uſe which Natur 
deſign'd them, it is requiſite that they ſhoult 
have a very quick Senſation, and, upa 
the Application of the Male-Organ, affor 


the Woman an exquiſite Pleaſure ; fi 1 
without this extravagant Pleaſure in Fi n 
tion, the recipient Organs could never ex wh 
ert themſelves to promote Conception n 
they now do, in ſuch an extraordinary m 
Manner: The whole Vagina, as one coil 7 
tinu'd SphinFer, contracting and embracing} ©" 
the Penis, while the Nymphe and adjaceni dat. 
Iſlands have their particular Emiſſions 1 low 
that critical Minute, either as a VehicW am. 
to lubricate the Paſſage, or elſe to incorpo ſtit 
rate with the Maſculine Injection: Add iſ bor 
this, that the Fallopian Tubes put themſehe 7 
in a proper Poſture to receive the imprez anc 
nating Fluid, and convey it, as is ſuppos(, W. 
to the Ovaria. Now it is hard to im ©” 
gine, that ſo many alert Members, which m 
can exert themſelves in ſuch a lively Man- = 


ner on this Occafion, ſhould be at 8 
| otne 
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5 other Times in a State of perfect Tranquil- 


It 


lity; for, beſides that Expence teaches 
us the contrary, this handſome Diſpoſition 
would be entirely uſeleſs, if Nature had not 
provided a prior Titillation, to provoke Wo- 
men at firſt to 'enter upon Action ; and all 
our late Diſcoveries, in Anatomy, can find 
out no other Uſe for the Ciitoris, but to 
whet the Female Defire by its frequent 
Erections; which are, doubtleſs, as provo- 
king as thoſe of the Penis, of which it is a 
perfect Copy, tho' in Miniature. 

In ſhort, there requires no more to con- 
vince us of the Violence of Female Defire, 
when raiſed to a proper height, but only to 
conſider, what a Ecrible Riſque a Wo- 
man runs to gratify it. Shame and Pover- 
ty are look'd upon as Trifles, when they 
come in Competition with this predomi- 
nating Paſſion. But altho' it muſt be al- 
low'd, that all Women are liable to theſe 
amorous Deſires, yet, the Variety of Con- 
ſtitutions will make a conſiderable Difference; 
for as in ſome Men the O factory, Audi- 
fory, or Optic Nerves, are not fo briſk 
and lively as in others, ſo there are ſome 
Women who have the Nerves of their Pu- 
denda more lively, and endow'd with a 
much quicker Senſation than others. Now, 
whether this Difference is owing to the 
Formation of the Nerves, or to the different 
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Velocity of the Blood circulating thro' 


thoſe Parts, or whether it is owing to the 
different Quantity, or perhaps Acrimony, ff 
that Fluid which is ſeparated from the Blood 
by the Nymphe, and other titillating Glands: 
I fay, from whenceſoever this Difference 
proceeds, according to the Degree of thi; 
Senſation, we may venture to pronounce 2 
Woman more or leſs in their own Nature 
Chaſte, 

To counterballance this violent natural 
Deſire, all young Women have ſtrong No- 
tions of Honour carefully inculcated into 
them from their Infancy. Young Girls 
are taught to hate a Whore, before they 
know what the Word means; and when 
they grow up, they find their worldly 
Intereſt entirely depending upon the Re- 
putation of their Chaſtity, This Senſe cf 
Honour and Intereſt, is what we may cal 
artificial Chaſtity; and it is upon - this 
Compound of natural and artificial Chaſti- 
ty, that every Woman's real actual Chiſtity 
depends. 

As for Inſtance, ſome Women are natu- 
rally more Chaſte, or rather, to ſpeak pro- 
perly, leſs Amorous than others, and at 
the ſame time have very ſtrict Notions of 
Honour. Such Women are almoſt impreg- 
nable, and may be compar'd to Towns 
ſtrongly fortify'd both by Art and Nature, 

which, 
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hich, without Treachery, are ſafe from 
any ſudden Attacks, and muſt be reduc'd 
by long and regular Sieges, ſuch as few 
en have the Patience or Reſolution to go 
hro' with. 
Other Women, again, have the ſame Va- 
ve for their Reputation, and ſtand as much 
pon the Puno of Honour; but then they 
re naturally of a very ſanguine amorous 
Diſpoſition, A Woman of this Claſs may 
ot unjuſtly be compar'd to a Town well 
arriſon'd, but whoſe mutinous unruly In- 
babitants are ſtrongly inclin'd to revolt and 
in the Enemy. Such Women, it's true, 
y extraordinary Care and Vigilance may 
uppreſs theſe Mutinies; and Honour may 
or a long while keep Inclination under, 
but yet they are never perfectly ſafe; there 
ire certain Times and Seaſons, certain un- 
marded Hours, when Honour and Intereſt 
are lull'd aſleep, and Love has got the en- 
tre Aſcendant. Beſides, altho' we allow 
Love and Honour to be pretty equal Com- 
atarits, nay even granting, that in a Pitebd 
Battle, when they have muſter'd up all 
their Forces, Honour will have the Ad- 
vantage, and quell Inclination; yet, in the 
Courſe of a long Civil War, it is Odds 
but Love one Time or other obtains a Vi- 
gory, which is ſure to be deciſive: for In- 
clination has this unlucky Advantage over 
| G 2 Ho- 
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Honour, that, inſtead of being weaken'd, 
it grows ſtronger by Subjection; and, like 
Camomile, the more it is preſs'd down and 
kept under, the ſturdier it grows ; or, like 
Anteus, it receives freſh Vigour from every 
Defeat, and riſes the briſker the oftener it 1; 
thrown. Whereas Honour once routed ne- 
ver rallies; nay, the leaſt Breach in Female 
Reputation is irreparable; and a Gap in 
Chaſtity, like a Chaſm in a young Tree, i 
every Day a Widening. Beſides, Honou 
and Intereſt require a long Chain of folid 
Reaſoning before they can be ſet in Battle- 
Array: Whereas Inclination is preſently un. 
der Arms, the Moment Love has pitch'd hi 
Standard : For, as we find that the leaſt 
wanton Glance of a Lady's Eye quick) 
alarms a Man's Animal Spirits, and puts the 
whole Body Corporate into an unruly Fer- 
ment; fo, doubtleſs, the Female Imagins- 
tion is at leaſt equally alert: and in ſuch: 
ſudden Scuffle betwixt Love and Honour, 
it is ten to one but the Enemy enters; for 
the Gate of Chaſtity, like the Temple of 
Janus, always ſtands open during thelc 
Conflicts. It muſt indeed be granted, that 
if the Loſs of Honour was immediately to 
ſucceed the Loſs of Chaſtity, the Virtue of 
theſe Women would be much ſtronger than 
it is; but they flatter themſelves with the 
Hopes of Secrezy, and fancy that . 

oun 
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found out an Expedient to purchaſe Pleaſure 
without the Expence of Reputation ; by 
this Means Honour is reconciled to Inclina- 
tion, or at beſt made to ftand Neuter ; and 
then the Conſequence is very obvious. In 
ſhort, a wanton Woman of Honour may 
withſtand a great many Attacks, and poſſi- 
bly defend her Chaſtity to the very laſt ; but 
yet ſhe is every Day in danger of being ſur- 
priz'd, and at beſt will make but a very pre- 
carious Defence. 

A third Sort of Women, the very Re- 
yerſe of the preceding, have neither Honour 
nor Inclination ; that is to ſay, they have 
neither the one nor the other to an equal 
Degree with the reſt of the Sex. Theſe 
Kinds of Women, who put a lighter Value 
than ordinary upon their Characters, are ge- 
nerally, in their Circumſtances, either above 
the World or below it; for when a Wo- 
man has her Intereſt and Fortune depend- 
ing upon her Reputation, as all the middle 
Rank of Womankind have, ſhe is a Wo- 
man of Honour of courſe. Intereſt, indeed, 
is inſeparable from Female Honour, nay, it 
is the very Foundation of it; and Ho- 
nour and Intereſt, when they are conſider'd 
as Guardians to Chaſtity, are ſynonimous 
Terms, The bare Punto of Honour, when 
abſtracted from Intereſt, would prove but a 
imall Rub to Women in their eager Pur- 

luit 
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fait of Pleaſure: Thus we ſee the Conduct I has 
of a Maiden Lady, how much more cir- | at 
cumſpect it is whilſt her Fortune in Mar- I Th 
riage is depending, than afterwards, when that the 
Point of Intereſt is ſecured by a Husband; If be 
for all marry'd Women are above the | the: 
World, in ſo far as they are out of the mo 
Reach of any Suſpicions or Surmiſes, or If ſtity 
even a Probability of Incontinence ; and Bea 
Nince they are not liable to be detected by If cien 

Pregnancy, there's no other Sort of Con- deec 
viction able to prejudice them, but down- No 
right ocular Demonſtration: Which ſeems Il they 
to be the Reaſon why ſo many of them ¶ Cha 
take ſuch Liberties, as if they were of be 
Falſtaſf's Opinion, when he faid, Nothing Chat 
but Eyes confutes me. Female Honour, infal 
therefore, being ſo nearly ally'd and cloſe- T 
ly annex'd to - worldly Intereſt, we muſt {Wihall 
confine this Claſs of Women to two Sorts: {Wmod 
Firſt, thoſe whoſe Fortunes are indepen- mor 
dent, and above being influenc'd by the IT. 
Cenſure of the World; and, ſecondly, thoſe I cefen 
who are far below the World, that they 
either eſcape its Cenſure, or elſe are inca- 
pable of being hurt by it. The firſt Sort lie 
under this Diſadvantage, that let their na- 
tural Chaſtity be ever ſo great, the ſmalleſt 
Spark of Deſire is capable of being blown 
up and rais'd to a conſiderable Pitch; where- 
as, when a Woman is once arrivd to Ma- 
| turity, 
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turity, that Portion of Honour which ſhe 


has acquir'd, is with Difficulty preſerv'd, and 
at beſt is incapable of any Improvement. 


The ſecond Sort are equally liable to have 
their Paſſions rais'd, however low they may 
be naturally, and beſides lie under this far- 
ther Diſadvantage, that tho' they cannot pro- 
mote their Intereſt by preſerving their Cha- 
tity, yet, if they have the leaſt Spark of 
Beauty, they will find their Account ſuffi- 
ciently in parting with it. The Virtue, in- 
deed, of this Claſs of Women, ſeems chiefly 
to depend upon the Degree of Beauty which 
they ſtand pofleſs'd of; for if they have 


Charms ſufficient to provoke young Men to 


be at any tolerable Pains and Coſt, their 
Chaſtity can never hold out long, but muſt 
nfallibly ſurrender. | 
The fourth and laſt Kind of Women we 
ſhall mention, are thoſe... who have a very 
moderate Share of Honour, join'd to a very 
amorous Conſtitution. | 
The Virtue of theſe Women is entirely 
defenceleſs; and, as ſoon as a Man has re- 
moved that little timorous Coyneſs, which 
s natural to young Women in their firſt 
Attempts, he may proceed with Confidence, 
and conclude the Breach to be practicable ; 
or whatever Reſiſtance he meets with af- 
terwards, will only enhance the Pleaſure of 
onqueſt, Moſt Women, indeed, let them 
be 
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be ever ſo fully refolv'd to comply, make If zy 
as great a Shew of Reſiſtance as they can % 
conveniently counterfeit; and this the Sex 
would paſs upon the World for a kind of 
innate Modeſty: but it is very eaſily ac- 
counted for. Apt 

As ſoon as Women have entertain'd any 
Degree of Love, they make it their whole 
Study to raiſe and maintain an equal Degree an 
of Paſſion in the Men; and they are ven N. 
ſenſible how far the bare Appearance «| tio 
Modeſty will prevail to render them ami 
ble. The Pain they ſuffer in ſmothering of 
their Deſires, is fully recompenced by tha it 
ſecret Pleaſure which a Lover's Eagerne6W Fe 
gives them, becauſe they eſteem it a Prod ren 

both of the Sincerity and Violence of hi Ho 
Paſſion. A Woman is not, without ſome liat 
Reaſon, afraid, leſt a Man's Love ſhould d- ant 
miniſh after Enjoyment, and would glad | 


- bribe his After-Love, by the great Value ſh this 
ſeems to put upon her Chaſtity before ſh: con 
makes him a Preſent of it. has 


Beſides, not to mention the actual Plet- 
ſure a Woman receives in Struggling, it » 
a Juſtification of her in the Eye of tit 
Man, and a kind of Saſvo to her Honou 
and Conſcience, that ſhe never did ful) 
comply, but was in a manner forced int 
it. This is the plain natural Reaſon wi) 


moſt Women refuſe to ſurrender upon Tres 
| 1 
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ty, cond why they delight ſo much in being 
florm'd, 

Having thus taken a curſory View of the 
Sex, in their ſeveral Claſſes, and accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Circumſtances, we may 
conclude, preferring Truth to Complaiſance, 
that by far the greater Part of Women- 
kind hold their Virtue very precariouſly ; 
and that Female Chaſtity is, in its own 
Nature, built upon a very Zickli % Founda- 
tion, 

Hudibras has ludicrouſly plac'd the Seat 
of Male-Honour, in the Poſteriors, whereby 
it is ſecur d from any Attack in Front; but 
Female Honour, notwithſtanding the appa- 
tent Safety of the Situation, like a Debtor's 
Houſe upon the Verge of two Counties, is 
liable to be _ both TOs a parte 
ante, & 2 parte po 

That the Seat 2 Honour in Females has 
this double Aſpect, like Janus bifrons, and 
conſequently that it is two Ways acceſſible, 
has already been taken Notice of by al- 
moſt all the Writers upon this Subject; 
but it is worth remarking here, that £y- 
curgus had an Eye to it when be modelled 
the Spartan Petticoat; for tho the Warmth 
of the Climate obliged the Women to be 
very open in that Part of their Dreſs, in- 
ſomuch that, if we believe Plutarch, in his 
* — of Numa and Tycurgus, the 

H Habit 
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| Habit which the Maidens of Laconia wore 
| came but to their Knees, and was open on jec 
= both Sides, ſo that as they walked their Þ Ch 
[ "Thighs appear'd bare; yet this wiſe Laws 
giver would not permit them to make the hof 
| leaſt Aperture, either in the fore or hind I gen 
| Part of that Garment; rightly judging, that I Na 
| thoſe two ſacred Avenues to a Maid's Ho- i ft 
| nour ought to be guarded with the utmoſt © py; 
Caution. can 
For this fame Reaſon the upright. Po- vir 
ſture of the Body has always been eſteem'd I in 
the moſt decent; and it has ever been han 
the Mode, in all Countries, for Ladies to der; 
curſey inſtead of bowing : for, tho a Female- gon 
Bow, might ſeem a modeſt and coy Reclenſion mal 
of the Body, with regard to the Perſon ſaluted, ¶ :ieq 
yet it would occaſion a very indecent Pro- hon 
jection to thoſe who ſhould happen to be (re 
behind ; eſpecially ſince that dangerous Faſhion joy” 
of Poftern-Plackets has crept into the Euro- WW rien, 
ow Petticoat. pref 
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But to return to our preſent Argument, high 
the Deſign of which was to prove the fol- vill 
lowing Sy/log:/m. es 

The only way to preſerve Female Cha- I 
ſtity, is to prevent the Men from laying paſſ 
Siege to it: And this Project of the Pub. whi 
lick Stews is the only Way to prevent Mens Wing 
laying Siege to it: Therefore this Pro- ue 

jet bare 
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jet is the only Way to preſerve Female 
Chaſtity. - 

The former Part of the Propoſition is, I 
hope, ſufficiently proved. It is, indeed, evi- 
dent, from the bare Conſideration of the 
Nature of Females, that if the Men are 
ſuffer d to go on, as they now do, in the 
Purſuit of Pleaſure, there is no poſſible Way 
can be found out, effectually, to ſecure the 
Virtue of any one Woman of any Rank, or 
in any Station of Life, If a Woman is 
handſome, ſhe has the more Tryals to un- 
dergo; if homely, and for that Reaſon ſel- 
dom attack'd, the Novelty of the Addreſs 
makes the greater Impreſſton: If ſhe is mar- 
ried, it is odds but there's a Failure at 
home, and habitual Pleaſures are not eaſily 
foregone, eſpecially when they may be en- 
joy'd with Safety: If a Maid, her unexpe- 
nenc'd Virgin-Heart is capable of any Im- 
preſſion: If ſhe is rich, Eaſe and Luxury 
make the Blood run mad; and Love, if 
high-dieted, is ungovernable: If poor, ſhe 
will be the eaſter bribed, when Love and 
Avarice jointly muſt be gratified. | 

In ſhort, to ſum up all, there is in the 
Paſſion of Love a certain fatal Cr:/is, tc 
which all Womenkind are capable of be- 
ing wrought-up: The Difference of Vir- 
tue conſiſting only in this, that it is very 
hard to work a virtuous Woman up to this 
H 2 Criſſis, 
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Crifis, and requires a very unlucky Con- 
currence of Cirenmſtances: Whereas a Wo. 
man without a good Stock of Virtue, muſt 
have an unaccountable Series of good For. 
tune if ſhe eſcapes. But, virtuous or not 
virtuous, when this Paſſion is once raigd 
to the critical Height, it is abſolutely irre- 
ſiſtible, | 

Since therefore Female Virtue cannot ef- 
fectually be ſecured, but by preventing the 
Men from laying Siege to it, it remains for 
us to examine, if this Prevention can be ef- 


fected by any other Method than that of erect- 


ing the Publick Stews; and whether or no 
when erected, they will have the delired 
Effect. L 

That young Men, in a good State of 


Health, have their Deſires towards Women 


much ſtronger, and more violent, than for 
the Enjoyment of any thing elſe in this 
Life, is a Truth not to be conteſted. And 
it 1s likewiſe as certain, that young Men 
will gratify theſe Deſires, unleſs the Legi/- 
lature can affix ſuch a Penalty to the Com- 
miſſion of the Fact, that the Apprehenſion 
of the Penalty may give their Minds more 
Uneaſineſs, than refraining from the Grati- 


fication, 


Now there are but three Things which 
Men fear in this Life, viz. Shame, Poverty, 
and Bodily Pain, and conſequently but three 

| Sorts 
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Sorts of Puniſhments, which the Legiſla- 
. ture can inflict. The firſt of theſe, in- 
t deed, might be omitted; for Shame is ſo 
very little ian the Power of the Laws, that 
it hardly deſerves the Name of a Penalty. 

If the Pillory, and ſuch like infamous Pu- 

niſhments, are more terrible for the Shame 

that attends them, than for the bodily Pain, 

it is not becauſe ſuch a Poſture of a 
Man's Body, with his Neck through a 
Hole, is in itſelf ignominious, or that 
any Law can make it ſo; but becauſe it 
publiſhes to the World, that a Man has 
been prov'd to commit ſuch a certain Ac- 
tion, in its own Nature ſcandalous, which 
he is aſham'd to have thus publickly made 
known. The truth is, Honour and Diſho- 
* nour being only the different Opinions of 
* Mankind, as to the Good or Evil of a- 
* ny Action; and theſe Opinions in the Mind 
* ariſing, as Dr. Clarke well obſerves, 
« from the natural Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of 
the Actions themſelves, cannot be alter d 
* or determin'd by any Secular Force.“ And 
that they are entirely out of the Power 
of the Legiſlature, is evident in the In- 
ſtance of Duelling; where a Man often re- 
ceives Honour: for a Breach of the Law, nay 
is forced to break it in Defence of his 
Honour, 8 | 
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The utmoſt Scandal, therefore, which the 
Laws can affix to any Action, is to make a 
full and open Publication of the Fact: Now 
it is evident that this Publication cannot 
have a ſuſſicient Influence over Mens Minds 
to deter them from Wenching, a Crime 
which meets with ſo favourable a Reception 
in the Eye of the World, that young Men 
are not aſham'd to boaſt of it. 

We muſt have Recourſe then to a Fine, or 
Corporal Puniſhment, or perhaps both, If 
it is a Fine, it muſt be one of theſe three 
ſorts; either a certain determinate Sum for 
every Offence, or, to make it fall more 
equally, ſuch a certain Portion of a Man's 
whole Subſtance, or elſe it muſt be ſuch a 
Sum as the Jury ſhall think ſufficient to re- 
pair the Woman's Damages. The firſt is 
impracticable becauſe of its Inequality, with 
regard to Mens different Fortunes. The ſe- 
cond would puniſh none but Men of For- 
tune. And the third, in many Caſes, would 
be impoſſible; for Women are often ruin'd 
by ſuch as have it not in their power to 
make them amends. But granting that a 
Fine could be ſo happily contriv'd as to af- 
fect all Men equally in their ſeveral Stations 
of Life; and let us ſuppoſe this Fine conſide- 
rable enough, for ſo it muſt be, to deter any 
moderate-ſpirited Man: yet ſtill we lie un- 


der a manifeſt Dilemma as to the Point of 
Proof; 


4 


proof; for if the Proof is to depend upon 
the Evidence of Eye-Witneſſes, none but 
Fools will be convicted; and let a Man be 
ever ſo indiſcreet, he that ſwears to rem in 
re muſt have good Eyes, and be a good 
Swearer withal. If, on the other hand, a. 
Man is to be convicted upon the ſole Evi- 
dence of the Woman, we run into greater 
Inconveniences: for either a Woman is to 
de recompenced for the Injury ſhe has re- 
eived, or not; if not, there is no modeſt 
Voman of common Senſe, but will chuſe 
uch rather to conceal her Weakneſs, than 
xpoſe it in publick Court ſo much to her 
wn Prejudice; and this too upon the ſole 
otive - of doing Prejudice to a Man, for 
hom, in all Probability, ſhe {till retains an 
Affection: So that no Man would be accus'd 
ut by ſuch fort of Women as the Law can 
tever intend to favour or countenance, 
And if the Woman is to receive this Fine, 
ther in Part or the Whole, by way of Re- 
aration, not to mention its being an actual 
ncouragement to tranſgreſs, this Recom- 
nce would only be a Means to promote 
Multitude of falſe Accuſations; for what 
lan could live with ſo much Circumſpec- 
on, that a Woman might not often have an 
/pportunity to accuſe him of ſuch a Fact, 
th very probable Circumſtances, when there 
no Opportunity of detecting the Fallacy. 

| This 
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This Difficulty, indeed, is not to be got 
over; and the Objection lies equally ſtrong 
againſt all ſorts of Corporal Puniſhment 
Death itſelf not excepted. For if there arc 
ſo many falſe Indictments for Rapes, where 
a Woman receives no Benefit by the Proſecu- 
tion, where ſhe is liable to ſuch croſs Exa- 
minations, and where the Poflibility» of the 
Fact is ſo much doubted, that a Woman i; 
generally diſconntenanc'd, and muſt bring: 
Number of probable concurrent Circumſtan- 
ces. before ſhe can gain Credit : I fay, if not- 
withſtanding theſe Diſcouragements, ther: 
are ſo many malicious Proſecutions for 
Rapes, that the Benefit of the Law in ge 
neral is much diſputed, what may we exped 
in the preſent Caſe, where a Woman has 
nothing to do but acknowledge that ſhe was 
over-perſuaded, and then all Difficulties va 
niſh ? Beſides, if ſuch a Law was mad: 
ſetting aſide that the Remedy would br 
worſe than the Diſeaſe, it is much to be 
queſtion'd if it provd any Remedy at al 
For what Fine can we propoſe as ſufficient 
to deter Men, when there are ſo many tha 
ſquander away their whole Fortunes upo! 
this ſole Gratification? And what Corpor 
Puniſhment, on this ſide Death, can wi 
find out equivalent to a Pox, which the 
every day run the Riſque of? 
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But no ſuch Law, as yet, lias been fo 
much as propos'd, altho' Whoring has been 


a very obvious Miſchief ever fince Laws were 
in Being; therefore, without farther Argu- 
ment, conſidering the Wiſdom of our Legi 
lature, that ſuch a Law never has been 
made, ought to be ſufficient Reaſon for us to 
judge it impracticable. 

Since the Torrent of Lewdneſs, then, is 
too ſtrong to be oppoſed by open Force, let 
us ſee if we can find out an Expedient to 
divert it by Policy, and prevent the Miſ- 
chief tho' we can't prevent the Crime. 

Moſt Authors, who have writ of Govern- 
ment, have choſe to expreſs their Sentiments 
by comparing the Public Body with the 


Body Natural; and Mr. Hobbes, in his Le- 


viathan, has carry'd the Allegory as far as 
it will go. To make Uſe of it in the pre- 
ſent Inſtance, we may look upon V horing 
as a Kind of Peccant Humour in the Body- 
Politic, which, in order to its Diſcharge, 
naturally ſeizes vpon ſuch external Members 
as are moſt liable to Infection, and at the 
ame time moſt proper to carry off the Ma- 
lignity. If this Diſcharge is promoted by a 
Licence for Publick Stews, which is a Kind 
of legal Evacuative, the Conſtitution will 
certainly be preſerv d: Whereas, if we ap- 
ply Penal Laws, like violent Aſtringents, 
they will only drive the Diſeaſe back _ 

I the 
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the Blood; where, gathering Strength, and 
at laſt aſlimilating the whole Maſs, it will 
break out with the utmoſt Virulence, to the 
apparent Hazard of thoſe ſound Members, 
which otherwiſe might have eſcaped the 
Contagion. As we may obſerve in a Clap, 
where Nature of her own Accord expels the 
noxious Humour thro' the fame Paſlages by 
which it was at firſt receiv'd ; but if we re- 


fiſt Nature in this Diſcharge, and repel the | 


Venom by too haſty an Application of 
Styptics, the Diſeaſe then turns to a Pox, 
ſeizes the Vitals, and, to uſe Solomon's 
Words, hke a Dart, flrikes thro the Li. 
ver. But, leaving Allegory as more proper 
for Rhetoric or Poetry, than ſuch ſerious 
Debates, ſince this Project of the Public 
Stews is the only Expedient now left for the 
Preſervation of Female Chaſtity, the Queſtion 
is, Whether or no this Expedient will really 
anſwer the End propos d? 

To prove the Affirmative, requires no more 
but that we look into ourſelves, and examine 
our own Paſſions; for Love ever was and 
will be the fame in all Men, and in all Ages. 
The firſt amorous Emctions that young Men 
feel, are violent; they are plagued with a 
Stimulation, which raiſes a vehement Deſire: 
The Paſſion is ſtrong, but then it is general; 
it is Luſt, not Love: And therefore the na- 


tural Impatience of Luſt will prompt them 
to 
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to take the ſpeedieſt way for preſent Gratifi- 
cation, and make them prefer the ready and 
willing Embraces of a Courtezan, before the 
doubtful and diſtant Proſpect of enjoying a 
modeſt Damſel, whoſe Coyneſs will coſt 
ſo much Pains, as well as Time, to overcome; 
and, when overcome, may probably occa- 
ſion a future Uneaſineſs, and give them more 
Trouble after Enjoyment than they had be- 
fore. 

= Beſides this, if their firſt Affections ſhould 
happen to be engaged to a particular Object, 
which is very rare; and that this particular 
Object was in their Power to compaſs, which 
s ſtill rarer; yet there is naturally in Young- 
Men a certain ſecret Shame, which attends 
their firſt Sallies, and prevents their declaring 
2 private Paſſion, till it grows fo violent, that 
they are forced to give it Vent upon the Pub- 
ick; and by that means, get into a regular 
Method of making themſelves eaſy, without 
ling their Modeſty any Violence. | 
But tho' the natural Bent of Men's Minds 
iclines them to an eaſy Purchaſe of Pleaſure 
u their firſt Amours, yet publick Whoring 
ts at preſent under ſo many Diſadvantages ; 


n 
7 e Publick Women, for want of good Regu- 
e: on, are fo infamous in their Principles and 
11; Nadice; the Places of Reſort ſo vile, and 


o ſcandalouſly impoſing in the common Ex- 
nce, and lying under the 'Laſh of the 
I 2 Civil 
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Civil Power, ſo peſter'd with the mercenary the 
Officiouſneſs of Reforming Conſtables; and eat 
which is worſt of all, the Plague of Claps ſtr 
and Poxes is ſo inevitable, that Men contrary the 
to their Inclinations are often forc'd to enter I ſm 
upon private Intrigues, either without trying 1 © 
the Publick, or after meeting with ſome Mit- 80 
fortunes in the Tryal. 

Now if- we ſce daily ſo many Young Men, 
who prefer the publick Commerce under all 
theſe Diſadvantages, what Succeſs may we 
not expect from this happy Eſtabliſhment of . 
the Stews, when the Young Women's Beha- n 
viour will be regulated after a civil decent 
Manner; when the Houſes of Entertainment ur 
will be ſo Commodious, and the Expence of m 


Accomodation ſo reaſonable ; when the ho- . 
rid Dread of Claps is entirely remov'd; and Hf 


when the Laws, inſtead of diſturbing ſuch 
Aſſemblies, will 'be employ'd in thew Pro- ſv 
tection, to give them the greater Countenance 


and Encouragement ; ſurely we may hope for th 
a thorough Reformation. 2 

But if theſe Conſiderations ſhould not prove * let 
fully effectual, and ſome Men ſhould be o ul 
obſtinate as to perſiſt in private Whoring, not St 
withſtanding theſe Inducements to the con * 
trary; we muſt then have Recourſe to Lega 1 
Force, and drive thoſe who are too reſty to be di 
led : For tho' the Laws can't prevent Whoring : 


they may yet regulate it; the Quid is not 
i thei 
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their Power, but the 2yomodo is. A Man muſt 
eat, but he may be directed how to eat. The 
ſtrongeſt Curb can't ſtop an unruly Horſe, but 
the weakeſt will ſerve to turn him: And the 
ſmalleſt Stream is not to be obſtructed, tho' we 
can change the Courſe of the greateſt River. 
So Love, tho? ever ſo unruly and headſtrong in 
the general, changes the particular Object of 
its Paſſion with the ſmalleſt Circumſtance; 
and legal Penalties are no trifling Diſſuaſives, 
when the Laws don't command Impoſhtbilities. 
This Argument indeed, of Compulſion, is 
in a manner ſupernumerary, and thrown in, 
as it were, ex abundanti : For the Publick Stews 
under this regular Oeconomy, will have fo 
much the Advantage of private Whoring, 
whether we regard the Eaſe and Conveniency 
of Enjoyment, or the Beauty and Variety of 
Miſtreſſes, that Men's natural Inclinations will 
ſway them ſufficiently without this ſuperfluous 
Conſtraint, If there is any Fear of Succeſs, 
the Danger lies on the other Side; and indeed 
we have ſome Colour of Reaſon to apprehend, 
leſt the whole Body of Lewdneſs being turn'd 
upon the Publick, there ſhould want a ſufficient 
Supply of young Women to recruit the Stews ; 
which, by that Means, may run into a ſudden 
Diſ-repute, and loſe a Character that will be 
difficult to retrieve, But however plauſible 
this Objection may ſeem at firſt Sight, we ſh-11 
find, upon a nearer View, that it only ſerves to 
make 
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make the Excellence of this Scheme the more 
manifeſt, 


As there is conſtantly in the Nation, a cer. 


tain Number of young Men, whoſe Paſſion 
are too ſtrong to brook any Oppoſition : Our 
Buſineſs is to contrive a Method how they may 
be gratify'd, with as little Expence of Female 
Virtue as poſſible. But the Difficulty lies in 
adjuſting this Matter, and gaging our young 
Men's Affections ſo exactly, that the Modeſty 
of one. Woman may. not be ſacrifis d, more 
than is abſolutely neceſſary for the Preſervation 
of the reſt. 

The Gallants of this Age, indeed, are not 
quite ſo ſturdy as that rampant Roman Emperor 
who deflower'd ten Sarmatian Virgins in one 
Night ; but what we want in Conſtitution, we 
make up in the Niceity of our Palates; as a 
ſqueamiſh Stomach requires the greateſt Variety 
of Diſhes: And ſome of our Youth are grown 
ſuch perfect Epicures in Venery, that they can 
reliſh nothing but Virgins: They deſtroy, it is 
true, a great deal of Beauty, by browſing only 
upon the Buds. 

But we ought not to judge of theſe Men's 
Abilities by the Number of Women they de- 
bauch, no more than we ſhould meaſure the 
Goodneſs of a certain curious Gentleman's Ap- 
petite by his beſpeaking ſeveral Dozen of young 
Pigeons, when he only regal'd upon the Rumps: 
Neither is it in: irely from a Wantonneſs of 
Fancy, 
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ancy, or a luxurious Taſte of Pleaſure, that 
en indulge themſelves in making this Havock, 
ut chiefly for their own perſonal Safety. Young © 
ls are ſogiddy, thoughtleſs, and unexperienc'd, 
nd withal ſo fond of the Sport, at their firſt 
ting out, that they ſeldom eſcape a Taint; 
da Man is not ſafe in being conſtant: Nay, 
ome Men. are afraid of venturing even after 
hemſelves. By this Means ſeveral likely 
omen, that might do the Publick fignal 
teryice, are in a ſhort Time render'd uſeleſs : 
ind, by a modeſt Computation, we are put to 
he Expence of as many virtuous Women in one 
ear, as might reaſonably ſerve the Nation ſix. 
Now, the Public Stews will regulate this 
\fair ſo preciſely, and with ſuch critical Exact- 
nefs, that one Year with another, we ſhall not 
hve one Woman employ'd in the Publick 
Service more than is abſolutely neceſſary, nor 
one leſs than is fully ſufficient. 
When this Project is firſt ſet on foot, the 
aſt Choice and Variety there is at preſent of 
theſe Women, will give us an Opportunity of 
making a very beautiful Collection; and will, 
doubtleſs, for ſome Time, occaſion a conſiderable 
Run upon the Publick ; fo that Private Whoring, 
the only Nurſery of our Courtezans, may pro- 
bably remain too long neglected: For the whole 
Body of our incontinent Youth, like a ſtanding - 
Army, being employ'd in conſtant Action, 
there 


( 64) 
there cannot well be ſpar d a ſufficient Detac 
ment to raiſe the neceſſary Recruits. 

But however true this may be, we ſha 
thereby ſuffer no Inconvenience; for it th 
Supplies of young Women, which we ma 
reaſonably expect from the Northern an 
Weſtern Parts of theſe Kingdoms, or from ſuc 
Places as are remote and out of the Influeng 
of this Scheme: I ſay, if theſe Supplies ſhoul 
not prove ſufficient to anſwer the Greatneſs o 
the Demand, and that the Reputation of th 
Stews upon this Account, ſhould begin to fla 
why then the worſt Accident that can befi 
is a gradual Relapſe into our former State 
Private Whoring ;. and this no farther than 
juſt neceſſary and to recruit the Stews, and 
thereby make them retrieve their former Ch: 
racter: For every Woman who is debauch'd 
more than is barely neceſſary, only brings 6 
much additional Credit and Reputation to the 
Stews, and in ſome meaſure atones for the Lol: 
of her own Chaſtity, by being a Means to pre- 
ſerve that of others; ſo that whenever the Tide 
of private Lewdneſs runs too bigh, and excceds 
the juſt and ordinary Bounds, it muſt of Courſe, 
by encouraging the Publick Stews, immediately 
ſuffer a proportionable Ebb: That is to fay, 
it muſt be reduced again ſo low, that there will 
remain but juſt a ſufficient Quantity to ſupply 
the Stews; which is as low, as in the Nature of 
the Thing is poſkble. 
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I might here laviſh out Encomiutns, and 
take Occaſion to dwell upon thoſe many Ad- 
vantages that will accure to the Nation by this 
admirable Scheme ; but ſhall only take Notice 
of this peculiar Excellence, which it has above all 
other Schemes, that it neceſſarily executes itſelf, 

But ſince the Neceſſity of debauching a 
certain Number of young Women, is entirely 
owing to the Neceſſity of ſupplying the Public 
Stews; a Queſtion may very reaſonably ariſe, 
whether this Project might not be vaſtly im- 

ov'd, even to the total Extirpation of Private 
boring, by an Act for encouraging the Impor- 
tation of foreign Nomen. This, I mull confeſs, 
deſerves a ſerious Debate: for, beſides the Ho- 
nour of our Females, which would be preſerv'd 
by ſuch an Act, it might bring this farther 
Advantage ; That whereas moſt of our eſtated 
Youth ſpend a great Part of their Time and 
Fortunes in travelling Abroad, for no other End, 
as it ſeems by moſt of them, but to be inform'd 
in the French and Italian Gallantry; they 
would chen have an Opportunity of ſatisfying 
their Curioſity in Foreign Amours, without 
ſtirring out of London. But 1 ſhall leave the 
Decifion of this Matter to abler Pens, well 
knowing, that a Truth of this Nature, which 
carries ſo much the Air of Novelty, will require 
much better Authority than mine to warrant it. 

Let it ſuffice for the preſent, that I have fully 
prov'd what I at firſt propos'd in this Treatile: 
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That Public Whoring is neither ſo criminal in 
itſelf, nor fo detrimental to the Society, as Pri- ! 
vate M boring; and that the encouraging of { 
Public Whoring, by erecting Stews for that 
Purpoſe, will not only prevent moſt of the 
miſchievous Conſequences of this Vice, but | 
even leſſen the Quantity of Whoring in general, | 
and reduce it to the narroweſt Bounds which it 
can poſſibly be contain'd in. | 
After what has been ſaid, it may, perhaps, | 
appear ſomewhat odd to talk of Religious 
Objections, as if either Chriſtianity or Morality 
could poſſibly object againſt a Scheme, which is 
entirely calculated for the Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind. But fince a great many 
Men amongſt us have entertained ſuch whimſical 
- Notions of Religion, as to imagine, that in ſome 
Caſes, a Law may be unjuſt and wicked, tho' 
it evidently promotes the Publick Good: as if 
the right Enjoyment of this Life was incon- 
| ſiſtent with our Happineſs in the next : I fay, 
| | fince many Men of Underſtanding have ſuffer'd 
| themſelves to be poſſeſs d with this miſtaken 
| Principle, I ſhall, as briefly as may be, anſwer 
ſuch Objections as can, with any Colour of 
Reaſon, be offer'd. 
Firſt then, I expect to be attack'd with that 
old moral Precept, of Not doing Evil that Gcod 
may come of it. This may be anſwer'd with 
another old Saying, equally authentic, and 


mote applicable to the preſent Purpoſe, * 
| | | s 
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of two Evils we ought to chuſe the aft, The 


Caſe is this: A private Member of a Society, 
may, doubtleſs, commit a Crime with a Deſign 
to promote the Good of that Society, which was 


partly the Caſe of Felton againſt the Duke of 


Buckingbam ; and this evil Action may poſſibly 
anſwer the Goodneſs of the Intention, but is 
univerſally condemn'd as an unwarrantable Pre- 
ſumption; and falls juſtly under the Cenſure of 
doing a certain Evil, for the Proſpect of an un- 
certain Good. But as to the Legiſlature, there 
is a wide Difference; for they, and they only, 
are intruſted with the Welfare of the Society: 
This Publick Welfare is, or ought to be, the 
whole End and Scope of their Actions; and 
they are fully impower' d to do whatever they 
judge conducive to that End. If their Intentions 
come up to this, they are certainly in their 
Conſciences acquitted : But as to the World, 
their Actions, that is, their Laws, are judg'd 
good or bad, juſt or unjuſt, according as they 
actually prove beneficial or detrimental to the 
Society in general: And therefore it is the 
groſſeſt Abſurdity, and a perfect Contradiction 
in Terms, to aſſert, That a Government may 
not commit Evil that Good may come of it; 
for, if a Publick Act, taking ia all its Conſe- 
quences, really produces a greater Quantity of 
Good, it muſt, and ought to be term'd a good 
Act; altho' the bare Act, conſider'd in itſelt, 


. without 
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higheſt Degree wicked and unjuſt. 


As for Inſtance : A Ship performing Quaran - 


without the conſequent Good, ſhould be in the 


tine, and known to be infected, is ſunk by a 


Storm; ſome of the Crew, half drown'd, recover 


the Shore; but the Moment they land, the Go- 
vernment orders them to be ſhot to Death. 


This Action, in itſelf, is no leſs than 


right unchriſtian and inhuman Murther ; but 
fince the Health and Safety of the Nation is 


a down- 


ſecured by this ſevere Precaution, it is no Won- 


Another Objection, or rather the 


to be, the only End of all Law and 


for the greateſt temporal Advantage. 


verſally allow d as one of the greateſt Pe 


giver's infinite Wiſdom, i. c. a Contrad 


the Publick Breach of any Geſpel Fre 


der, if weallow the Action to be not only juſtifi- 
able, but in the ſtricteſt Senſe of Morality. Juſt. 


ſame ſet 


in a ſtronger Light, is, That altho' the Welfare 
and Happineſs of the Community is, or. ought 


Govern- 


ment, yet ſince our ſpiritual Welfare is the 
Summum Bonum which all Chriſtians ſhould aim 
at, no Chriſtian Government ought to authorize 
the Commiſſion of the leaſt known Sin, tho' 


To this Objection, I anſwer, That it is uni- 


rfections 


of the Chriſtian Religion, that its Precepts are 
calculated to promote the Happineſs of Man- 
kind in this World as well as the next; if ſo, 
then it is a direct Arraignment of the Law- 


iction to 


aſſert, that, in Matters of Law and Government, 


ce pt can 


poſſibly 
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offibly be for the temporal Good of any Society 
rhatever: And therefore we may with Con- 
dence affirm, that no ſinful Laws'can be be- 
eficial, and vice verſa, that no beneficial Laws 
an be finfal, Now we have already given 
ficient Proof of the Benefit the Public would 
ceive by licenſing the Stews, and therefore 
ught to conclude ſuch Licence lawful ; but 
ſt the apparent Wickedneſs of the Stews, 
ould be objected againſt this general Reaſo- 
ng, it is fit that we examine this Matter a 
tle nearer. 

Fornication is, no doubt, a direct Breach of 
G0 pel- Precept, and is therefore a Sin; but 
Is Sin, barely as ſuch, concerns the Government 
more than the Eating of Black-puddings, 
ally prohibited in the ſame * Text. T 
aſon is this: The Sin conſiſts in a full In- 
nion to gratify a Luſtful Defire ; which In- 
ation the Legiſlature cannot poſſibly prevent: 
nalties indeed may deter Men from gratifying 
kir Deſires, at the Expence of the Public, but 
Ill rather increaſe than leſſen the Deſires them- 
hes. If it is argu'd, that the Sin of the 
tention js aggravated by being put in Execu- 
n, ſo much the better for our Purpoſe ; for 
kn the Argument ſtands thus: 


Since 


„Ads, e. 15. v. 29. Nat ye abſtain from Meats offered to 
l, and from Blood, and from Things ftrangled, and from For- 
ion: from which if qe keep pour ſelves, ye do well. Fare ye well. 


( 70 ) 
- Since the Sin of the Intention. is entirely c 
of the Legifature's Power, the utmoſt the It 
can do, with regard to this Sin, is, to prevenſſÞut 
its being aggravated by actual Commiſſion, ther 
But the Public Stews, as 5 have alread E 
'd, will prevent as much as poſſible th 
2 Commiſſion. 2p 
Therefore the Publick Stews will prevent 
much as poſſible this S1 N. 
Another Branch of this Objection, with 
which the Objection itſelf would be of 


Force, is, that the authorizing of Public Stei It 
is a Public Encouragement for People to WhorWYLibe 

If by People are meant thoſe in the Stew [nſt: 
I hope it will be thought no Crime to encoumi long 
fuch People, rather to confine themſelves ¶ anot 
the Practice of one Vice, than live by commii I 


tinga Thouſand; eſpecially when that one Vi Nu. 
is what they would really practiſe, wheth And 
they were encourag'd or not. B. 2 
But if any imagine that this particu 
Licence would be a general Encouragement 
the whole Nation, they are certainly miſtak 
For, as to the Men, they are already as bad 
they can be; if any Thing cures them, it m Wh 
be Satrety: Let them have full and free Lea 
to take a Surfeit of unlawful Love, and thi 
will ſoon learn to prefer the Chaſte Embragh . 
of Innocence before the bought Smile Null 
Harlots loveleſs, joyleſs, unindear'd caſ V9! 
Fruition. 6 


| (922) 

ON It is a right Obſervation, that Reftraiine dots 
>venut whet a Man's Paſſions inſtead of curin 
Item. . 
cad Exuperat magis, ægreſcitgue medendo. En. 12. 
th And a late ingenious Author, who ſtudy' d Man- 
kind, ſpeaking on this Subject, has theſe Words: 
Jo put down Publick Stews, is not only i dig 
terſe Fornication into all Parts, but, by the 
Difficulty, to excite wild and wanton People to 
this Vice. | 

tei It was obſery'd at Rome, that in the full 
off Liberty of Divorces, there was not a fingle 
en] Inſtance of one in fifty Years: And that Cato 
ra long'd for his Wife again as ſoon as ſhe was in 
5 MY another's Poſſeſſion, | 


The Maſter of Love fays poſitively, 
Nod licet ingratum eſt, quod non licet acrius urit. 
And Martial ſpeaking to a married Rake, 
B. 3. Ep. 68. fays, 
Cur aliena placet tibi, que tua non placet uxor 2 
Nunguid Securus non potes arrigere? 
[ pr'ythee tell me why a Wife 
Thy am'rous Fancy never warms? 
What! without Danger o'thy Life, 
Cannot thy Cod-pice ſtand to Arms? 
And again, B: 1, Ep. 74. 
Nullus in urbe fuit tota, qui tangere vellet 
Uxorem gratis, Cæciliane, tuam 
Dum licuit : ſed nunc, pofitis cuſtodibus, ingens 
Turba fututorum ejtl, Ingenioſus Homo es. 
| There's 


at 


hc 


e 

There's nd Man, Cæcil, in the Town, 
Would, gratis, have enjoy'd thy Spouſe ; 

But now thou art ſo jealous grown, 

Lord. what a Croud about the Houſe! 

You've lock'd her up, tincreaſe her Value; 

In ſhort, you are a cunning Fellow. 

. Fhe Public Stews will not encourage Men to 
be lewd; but. they will encourage them to ex- 
erciſe their Lewdneſs in a proper Place, without 
diſturbing the Peace of the Society, and with 
as little Detciment to themſelves as poſſible 
And, as to the Women, there's not the leaſt 
Shadow of Encouragement: For no modeſt 
Woman ever loſt her Maiden- head with the dif. 
mal Proſpect of becoming a Public Courtezan: 
And if a Woman is not modeſt, the licenſing 
of the Public Stews is no more an Encourage- 
ment for her to practiſe, than the allowing a 


certain Number of Hackney-Coaches every 


Sunday is an Encouragement for the reſt to ply; 
when the very Licence, to- fome, exprefly im- 

plies a Prohibition of the reſt. 
Having now ſufficiently proved the Inftitu- 
tion of the Public Stews to be a Political Good, 
and anſwer'd all the religious Objections againſt 
it ; I ſhall conclude with obſerving, That I 
have the Authority of 7faly, the moſt Politic 
Nation in the World, to back me in the firſt 
Part of my Argument; and the Opinion of 
Holland, one of the ſtricteſt Reformed Churches, 
to vindicate me in the ſecond ; and that we 
ourſelves 
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. ourſelves enjoy'd the Benefit of this Inſtitu ion 


till we were depriv'd of it by the over-haſty Zeal 
of our firſt Reformers in the ſixteenth Century. 

The Public Stews wereantiently kept in Sourh- 
wark, by an expreſs Licence from the Govern- 
ment, and open Permiſſion both Civil and Eccle- 
ſiaſtical, for they paid regular Taxes to the Lord- 
Mayor of the City, and to the Biſhop of the See. 

We do not find that they were ever moleſted 


till the 25th of Edward the Third, when, in 


the Parliament at Weſtminſter, at the Requeſt of 
the Londoners, ſays Daniel, an Act paſſed, oblig- 
ing all Common Whores to diſtinguiſh them- 
ſelves, by wearing Hoods ſtriped with divers Co- 
lours, or Furs, and their Gowns turn'd 7n/ide out. 
This, indeed, was but a Trifle to what they 
ſuffer'd thirty Yearsafter by Wat Tyler's Rebellion. 
In the fifth of Richard the Second, Wat 
marched up from Dartworth, with a true Spirit 
of Reformation, fully refolv'd to burn and 
deſtroy every thing that oppos'd him : If the 
Archfithop's Palace at Lambeth could not eſcape, 
there was little Mercy to be expected for the 
Stews *; beſides, Whoring was not the leaſt of 
Wat's Grievances: He began his Rebellion by 
killing a Collector of the Foll-Tax for being 
a little too briſk upon his Daughter; and his 
Ka: Antipathy 


On the Feaſt of Co pus Chriſti, or the 15th of June, 
the Commons of Kent brake down the STew-Hovses near 
London Bridge, at that Time in the hands of the Frowes of 
Flanders, who had farmed them of the Nizyor of London. 

Stew's Chron. p. 295. 


„„ 
Antipathy to the Stews was ſtill increaſed, by 
the Lord-Mayor's ſhutting the City-Gates, and 
denying him Entrance; for he could not re- 
venge the Affront more effectually, than by cut- 
ting off ſo large a Branch of his Lordſhip's Re- 
Venue, 

In ſhort, every thing concurred to the De- 
ſtruction of the Stews, and demoliſh'd they 
were. 

This Action, however, loſt Tyler his Life; 
for William Walworth, then Lord-Mayor, was 
the very Man who ſtruck him firſt off his 
Horſe in Smithfield; For which the King 
knighted him, gave him 100 J. Penſion, and 
added the Dagger to the City-Arms. 

Whilſt Whoring was in this unſettled Con- 
dition, the Biſbop thought it a good Opportu- 
nity to ingroſs the whole Profit of licenſing 
Courtezans, which occafion'd them freſh Trou- 
ble; for John Northampton, who ſucceeded 
Walwortb, either piqued at the Biſhop's invading 
his Right, or out of a real Reforming Principle, 
for he was a Follower of Wickhif, commenced 
a ſevere Perſecution, He had his Spies and 
Conſtables in every Street, to apprehend Strollers; 
and ſuch Women as were neither handſome nor 
rich enough to bribe his Officers, were carried 
through the Streets in great Pomp, with their 
Hair ſhorn, and Trumpets and Pipes playing 
before them, All this he did contrary to the 
expreſs Commands of the Biſhop, who had 
ſeveral 


(95) 


ſeveral Bickerings with him upon that Head. 

This great Reformer John Northampton was, 
from his troubleſome Temper, nick-nam'd 
Cumber-Town ; and as he ſucceeded Tyler in 
the Work of Reformation, ſo he had like to 
have met with as bad a Fate: For two Years 
after he was found guilty of High Treaſon, 
without making the leaſt Defence; had his | 
Goods confiſcated, and was condemned to 1 
perpetual Impriſonment 100 Miles from London: | 
Accordingly he was ſent to Tentagi/-Caſtle in 
Cornwall. | 

This dreadful Cumber-Town being removed, 
the Stetos had Leiſure to re-ſettle themſelves un- 
der the Protection of the Church; and enjoyed 
an almoſt uninterrupted Tranquillity for 1 50 
Years. 

We find, indeed, an Act paſſed at Weftmin- 
fer, in the 11th of Hen. VI. that no Keepers 
of Stews, or Whore- Houſes in Southwark, ſhould 
be impannelled upon any Jury, or keep a Tavern 
in any other Place. | 

But the moſt ſenſible Blow they ever felt, 
was the Invaſion of the French-Pox. The 
Sdamards had brought it from the Iſlands of 
Florida to Naples, and the Army of Charles 
VIII. when he conquer'd that Kingdom in 
the Year 1495, tranſmitted it into France, from 
whence it had a very quick Paſſage into Eng- 
land; for there was an Act paſſed in the latter 
end of Henry VII's Reign, for expelling * 
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of the Stews all ſuch Women as had the Fa- 
culty of Burning Men. 

However, we find they till continued in 
good Repute in the Reign of Henry VIII. 
* and yielded a conſiderable Revenue to the 
Biſhop of London; for Bucer, in one of his 
_ againſt Gardiner, taxes him with it as 
en h:inous Crime, that he ſhould recerve moſt of 
his Rents out of the Public Stews. 

After this terrible Accuſation, we may eaſily 
gueſs what Quarter our Stews met with at the 
Reformation. But now Bucer has got his Ends; 
the Steaus are deſtroy d; thoſe public Nuſances are 
demoliſh'd; Whoring is attack'd on all hands 
without Mercy; ; and what then? Why, truly, 
by mere Dint of Reforming, we have reduced 
Lewdneſs to that paſs, that hardly one Bachelor 
in the Kingdom will lie with a Woman, if he 
is ſure that ſhe's not ſound ; and very few mo- 
deſt Women will ſuffer a Man to get them 
with Child, unleſs he makes a Promiſe to marry. 

In ſhort, the Truth is, we are at this preſent 
Writing as bad as we can be; and I hope! 
have fairly ſhown how we may be beter. 


In the latter end of March (Anno Reg. Her. VIII. 36) 
the Steabes on the Bank-fide of the Thames, in Southwark, 
was put down, by the King's Commandment, which was 
proclaimed by ſound of Trumpets, no more to be privileged, 
| br uſed as a common Bordell, but the Inhabitar:s of thoſe 

Houſes, to keep good and honeſt Rule, as in all other Places 
pt the Realm, STow's Chron. p. 591. 
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APPENDIX. 


NUMBER l. 


R ICHARD RAWLINSON, L. L. D. 
and R. S. S. in his Account of Southwark, 
* informs us, that next to the Bear- 
Garden on the Bank-Side was formerly the 
BoRDELLo, or STEWES, ſo called from ſeveral 
Licenſed Houſes for the Entertainment of 
Lewd Perſons, in which were Women pre- 
pared for all Comers. They were ſubject to 
ſeveral Laws and Regulations, and their Man- 
ner of Life and Privileged Places, received 
ſeveral Confirmations from the Crown. 

In 1162, King Henry II, in a Parliament 
held at Weſtminſter, paſſed an Act, confirming 
ſeveral Ordinances, Statutes, and old Cuſtoms 
obſerved in that Place, amongſt which the 
following are remarkable : 


That no Stew- Holder or his Wife, ſhould 
lett or ſtay any ſingle Woman to go and come 
freely at all Times when ſhe liſted. 


No 


gee Aubrey ⸗ Natural Hiſtory and Antiquities of "ER 
vo. Vol. v. p. 221. 
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No Stewholder to keep any Woman to board, 
but ſhe to board abroad at her Pleaſure. 

To take no more for the Woman's Chamber, 
than fourteen Pence. 

Not to keep open his Doors upon the Holy- 
days. 

Not to keep any ſingle Woman in his Houſe 
on the Holy-days, but the Bailiſꝗ to ſee them 
voided out of the Lordſhip. 

No ſingle Woman to be kept againſt her 
Will, that would leave her Sin, 

No Steu- Holder to receive any Woman of 
Religion, or any Mans Wife. 

No ſingle Woman to take Money to lie with 
any Man, except ſhe lye with him all Night, 
till the Morrow. 

No Man to be drawn or enticed i into any 
Stew- Houſe. 

The Conſtables, Baihffs, and others, were 
every Week to ſearch every Stew- Houſe. 

No Stew-Holder to keep any Woman that 
hath the perillous Infirmity of Burning, nor to 
ſell Bread, Ale, Fleſh, Fiſh, Wood, Coal, or 
any ſort of Victuals. 


Anno 1345, Stews were licenced by King 
Edward III. Anno 1381, theſe Stew-Houſes 
belonged to William Walworth, Lord-Mayor of 
London, who let them out to ſome Flemiſh Wo- 
men, and ſoon after they were plundered by Walter 


Tyler, and the rebellious Kenti/hmen, when proba- 
bly 
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bly they were put down, and again ſuffered, and 
afterwards confirmed by Henry VI. In 1506, 
King Henry VII. for ſome Time ſhut up theſe 
Houſes, which were in Number Ezghteen, and 
not long after renewed their Licence, and re- 
duced them to Twelve; at which Number the 
continued till their final Supprefſion by Sound 
of Trumpet, in 1546, by King Henry VIII, 
whoſe tender Conſcience ſtartled at ſuch ſcan- 
dalous and open Lewdneſs. The fingle Wo- 
men who were Retainers to, or, Inmates in, theſe 
Houſes, were excommunicated, not ſuffered to 
enter the Church while alive, or if not recon- 
ciled before their Death, prohibited Chriſtian 
Burial, and were interred in a Piece of Ground 
called the Single-Women's 'Church-Yard, ſet 
a- part for their Uſe only. Theſe Houſes were 
diſtinguiſhed by ſeveral Signs painted on their 
Fronts, as, a Baar - Head, the Crane, the 
Cardinals Hat, the Swan, the Bell, the Caſile, 
the Croſi- Keys, and the Gun. 


N U M- 


NUMBER II. 


An Attempt to prove the antiquity of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe, /ong before the Di/- 


covery of the Weſt-Indies; in a Lei 
ter to Dr. IA MES DOUGLAss, M. D. 


1 : 4 


HE Undertaking. I am at preſent engaged 

in, is to prove that the YVenereal Diſeaſe 

was known among us, much earlier than the 
Ara, which has been generally aſſign'd for its 
Riſe by modern Authors ; for it is believed it 
was not known, at leaſt in Europe, till about the 
Year 1494. Notwithſtanding which, I deter- 
mine to make it evident, that it was frequent 
among us ſome Hundreds of Years before that 
Date. I could mention ſeveral Phyficians and 


Surgeons of Eminence, who have been of the 
of the ſame Sentiments, particularly, the Lear- 
ned Dr. Charles Patin, who has written a cu- 
rious Diſſertation to prove the Antiquity of thi 
Diſeaſe, which is ſufficient to excuſe me from 
the Imputation of having ſtarted a Novelty, 

or 


(87) 

or being at the trouble of quoting antient Au- 
thorities before taken notice of, from the moſt 
ancient Writers of Medicine; as Hippocrates, 
Galen, Avicen, Celſus, &c. and even the 
Holy Scriptures. I ſhall therefore lay afide all 
thoſe foreign Aids and Aſſiſtances, and trace out 
the Symptoms of the Diſeaſe, as they naturally 
ariſe, from the firſt Infection to the /aft de- 
ſtructive Period, and ſhew that, by ſearchin 
into our own Antiquities, we may be furniſhed 
with Inſtances of the Frequency of the Diſtem- 
per among us, in all its reſpective Stages, before 
ever our Modern Authors dream it had its Ap- 
pearance in Europe, | | 

I ſhall begin with the irt Degree of this 
Diſeaſe, and prove from authentic Evidences, it 
was anciently call'd the Brenning or Burning; 
and that this Word has been ſucceſſively con- 
tinu'd for many Hundreds of Years, to ſignify, 
the ſame Diſeaſe we now call a Clap; and 
that it was not diſcontinu'd till that Appellation 
firſt began to have its Riſe. The moſt likely 
Method to accompliſh my Deſign, will be firſt 
to examine thoſe Records that relate to the 
Yews, which were by Authority allowed to be 
kept on the Bank-S:dz in Southwark, under the 
Juriſdition of the Bp. of Winchefter, and 
which were ſuppreſſed the 37th of Hen. VIII. 
For it is impoſſible but, if there were any ſuch 
Diſtemper in being at that Time, it muſt be 
pretty common among thoſe lewd Women who 
M had 
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had a Licence for entertaining their Paramours, 
notwithſtanding any Rules or Orders which 


might be eſtabliſh'd to prevent its Increaſe: 


But if we ſhall find that there were Orders 
eſtabliſh'd to prevent the Spreading of ſuch a 
Diſeaſe, that Perſons might be ſecure from any 
contagious Malady after their Entertainment at 
thoſe Houſes (which were anciently 18 in 
Number, but in the Reign of Hen, VII. re- 
duced to 12) we may then ſecurely depend 
upon it, that it was the Frequency of the Diſ- 
eaſe that put thoſe who had the Authority, un- 
der a neceſſity of making ſuch Rules and Orders. 
For the ſame Powers, who granted-a Liberty for 
keeping open ſuch lewd Houſes, muſt find it 
their Intereſt to ſecure, as much as poſſible, all 
Perſons from receiving any Injury there; leſt 
the Frequency of ſuch Misfortunes ſhould deter 
others from frequenting them, and fo the origi- 
nal Deſign of their Inſtitution ceaſe; from the 
entire ſinking of the Revenues, Now I find 
that, as early as the Year 1162, divers Conſti- 
tutions relating to the Lordſhip of Wincheſter, 
(being alſo confirmed by the King) were to be 
kept for ever, according to the old Cuſtoms that 
had been Time out of Mind. Among which 
- theſe were ſome, viz. 1. No Stew-bolder to 
take more for a Woman's Chamber in the Meel 
than 14 d. 2. Not to keep open his Deoors upon 
Holy Days. 3. No jingle Woman to be kept 
againſt ber Will, that would leave her Sin. 4. 
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No fingle Woman to take Money to lie with any 


Man, except ſhe lie with him all Night till the 
Morning. 5. No Stew-holder to keep any Mo- 
man that bath the perilous Infirmity of Burning. 
Theſe and many more Orders were to be ſtrictly 
obſerved, or the Offenders to be ſeverely puniſhed. 
Now we are aflured, there is no other Diſeaſe 
that can be communicated by Carnal-Conver- 


ſation with Women, but that which is Venereal, 


by reaſon that only is contagious; and its evi- 
dent the Burning was certainly ſo: For, had 
it been nothing elſe but ſome ſimple Ulceration, 
Heat, or Inflammation, there would have been 
no Contagion ; and that affecting only the Wo- 
man, could not be communicated by any Ve- 
nereal Congreſs, and fo not infer a Neceſſity of 
her being comprehended under the reſtraining 
Article. Theſe Orders likewiſe prove the Dit- 
eaſe was much more ancient than the Date 
above-mentioned; becauſe they were only a 
Renewal of fuch as had been before eſtabliſhed 
Time out of Mind. 

But to confirm this farther, I find that in the 
Cuſtody of the Bp. of Winchefter, whoſe Pa- 
lace was ſituate on the Bank-/ide, near the Steros, 
was a Book written upon Vellum, the Title of 
which runs thus: Here begynne the Ordinances, 
Rules, and Cuſtoms, as well for the Salvation of 
Mannes Life, as for to aſcbe many Miſchiefs 
and Inconvenients that daily be lik there for to fall 
out, to be rightfully bett, and due Execution of them 

M 32 pe: 
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to be done unto any Perſon within the ſame. On e 
of the Articles begins thus: De his qui cuſto- 
diunt Mulieres habentes Nephandam infirmitatem, 
It goes on, Item, That no Stew-holder keep no 


Woman wythinhis Houſs, that hath any Sickneſs of 


BRENNING, but that ſhe be put out upon thepeyne 
of makeit a fine unto the Lord of a hundred Shil- 
lings. This is taken from the Original Ma- 
nuſcript, which was preſerv'd in the Biſhop's 
Court, ſuppos'd to be written about the Year 
1430. From theſe Orders we may obſerve the 
Frequency of the Diſtemper at that Time, 
which, with other Inconveniences, was dayh 
like there for to fall out: and the Greatneſß of 
the Penalty, as the Value of Money then was 
that is laid on it, proves it was no trifling or 
inſignificant thing. 

But the bare Proof of there having been 
anciently ſuch a Diſeaſe as was called the Burning, 
may be thought to be inſufficient, unleſs we 
were perfectly aſſured what it was, and how it 
was in thoſe Times deſcribed: I ſhall therefore 
do it from an unqueſtionable Authority, which 
is that of John Arden, Eſq; who was one of 
the Surgeons to King Richard II. and like- 
wiſe to King Henry IV. In a curious Manu— 
ſcript of his upon Vellum, he defines it to be, 
a certain inward Heat and Excoriation of the 
Urethra; which Deſcription gives us a perfed 
Idea of what we now call a C/ap; for frequent 
DPifſections of thoſe who laboured under that 

Diſeaſe 
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Diſeaſe, have made it evident, that their Urethra 
is excoriated by the Virulency of the Matter 
they receive from the infected Woman; and* 
this Excoriation or Ulceration is not confined 


to the Oftiola or Mouths of the Glandule 
Misſcoſe, as has been lately thought, but may 


equally alike attack any Part of the Uretbra 


not beyond the reach of the impelled malignant 


Matter. The Heat before deſcribed, which 
theſe Perſons are ſenſible of, as well now as for- 
merly, is a Conſequent of the excoriated Ure- 
thra; for the Salts contained in the Urine muſt 
neceſſarily prick and irritate the nervous Fibrillæ, 
and excite a Heat in thoſe Parts of the Urethra 
which are diveſted of its natural Membrane 
which Heat will always be obſerved to be more 
or leſs, as the Salts are diluted with a greater or 
leſs Quantity of Urine; a thing I have often ob- 
ſerved in Perſons who have laboured under this 
Infirmity in hot Weather, when the perſpirable 
Matter being thrown off in greater Quantities, 
the Sal& bear a greater Proportion to the Quantity 
of Urine, and thereby make its Diſcharge at that 
Time ſo much the more painful and troubleſome. 
Thus we ſee this very early and plain De- 
ſcription of this Diſeaſe among us, to be entirel 
conformable to the lateſt and moſt exact Ana- 
tomical Diſcoveries. Here is no Tone of the 
Teſticles depraved, according to Trajanus Petro- 
mus; no Exulceration of the Paraſtatæ, ac- 
cording to Rondeletius; no Ulceration of the 


Seminal 


* 
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Seminal Veſſels, 1 to Platerus; no Seat 


of the Diſeaſe in the YVeficule Seminales, or 
Proftate, according to Bartbolin; nor in thoſe 
Parts and the Teſticles at the ſame Time, ac- 
cording to our Countryman Wharton and others, 
who have falſly fixed the Seat of this Diſeaſe, 
and whoſe Notions, in this reſpect, are now 
juſtly exploded; but a ſingle and true De- 
ſcription of it, and its Situation, about 1 50 
Years before any of thoſe Gentlemen obliged 
the World with their learned Labours. 
Having, I hope, ſufficiently made it appear, 
the Burning was a Diſeaſe very early among us, 
and given the Deſcription of it, I ſhall proceed 
to ſay ſomething of the ancient Method that 
was made uſe of to cure it. We are not to 
expect the Meaſures our Predeceſſors, in thoſe 
early Times, made uſe of, ſhould be calculated 
for the removing any Malignity in the Maſs 
of Blood, or other Juices, according to the Prac- 
tice in Venereal Caſes at this Time; becauſe 
they looked upon the ' Diſeaſe to be Entirely 
local, and the Whole of the Cure to depend 
upon the Removal of the Symptoms: Hence 
it was they recommended ſuch Remedies as 
were accommodated to the taking off the inward 
Heat of the Part, and cure the Excoriations or 
Ulcerations of the Lrethra. The Proceſs for 


the accomplithing of this, I ſhall ſet down from 
the before-mentioned John Arden, who wrote 


about the Year 1380, His Words are as follow: 
| Contra 
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Contra Incendium. Item contra Incendium Virge | 

Virilis interius ex calore & excoriatione, fiat talis 

Syringa (i. e. Injectio) lenitiva. Accipe Lac 

mulieris maſculum nut rientis, & parum auca- 

rium, Oleum violæ & ptiſanæ, quibus commiæxtis 

per Syringam infundator, & fi prædictis admiſ- 

cueris lac Amigdalarum melior erit medicina. 

There is no doubt but this Remedy, being uſed 

to our Patients at this Time, would infallibly 

take off the inward Heat of the Part, and cure 

the Excoriations or Ulcerations of the Uretbra, 

by which means what iſſued from thence would — \ 

be entirely ſtopt : and this was all they expected 

from their Medicines, foraſmuch as they were 

entirely unacquainted with the Nature of the 

Diſtemper; and did not in the leaſt imagine, 

but if the Symptoms that firſt attack'd the Part 

were removed, the Patient was entirely cured, 6 
I ſhall now, as a farther Confirmation of ub 

what I have advanced, proceed to prove, that by 4 

this Brenning or Burning is meant the Ve- _—_ | 

nereal Diſeaſe, by demonſtrating that ſucceeding 

Hiſtorians, Phyſical and Chirurgical Writers, 

and others, have all along with us in England 

uſed the very fame Word to ſignify the Vene- 

real Malady. In an old Manuſcript, I have, 

written about the Year 1390. is a Receipt for 

Brenning of the Pyntyl, yat Men clepe ye 

Apegalle ; Galle being an old Engliſh Word for 

a running Sore. They who know the Etymo- 

Hgy of the Word Apron, cannot be ignorant 


of 
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of this. And in another Manuſcript, written , 
about 50 Years after, is a Receipt for Burning || © 
in that Part by a Woman. Simon Fiſh, a T 
zealous Promoter of the Reformatron in the 
Reign of Hen. VIII. in his Supplication of 6 
Beggars, preſented to the King, in 1530, ſays 1 
as follows, Theſe be they (ſpeaking of the Romſh 
Priefts) that corrupt the whole Generation of N 
Mankind in your Realm, that catch the Puckes © 
of one Woman and bear them to another ; that 8 
be Burnt with one Woman and bear it to another ; n 
that catch the Lepry of one Woman and bare it 
unto another. But to make this Matter till ch 
more evident, I am to obſerve, that Andrew p e 
Boord, M. D. and Romiſn Prieſt, in the fame ||| ,” 
Reign, in a Book he wrote, entitl'd The Breviary 
of Health, printed in 1546, ſpeaks very par- 
ticularly. of this ſort of Burning; one of his Di 
Chapters beginneth thus, The 19th Chapiter doth | 
ſhew of BURNING: of an Harlot; where his 750 
Notion of communicating the Burning is very 
particular. He adds, that if a Man be Burnt 17 
with an Harlot, and do meddle with another * 
Woman within a Day, he ſhall Burn her; and 
as an immediate Remedy againſt the Burning, he Ia J, 
recommends the waſhing the Pudenda 2 or 3 . 1 
times with White Wine, or elſe with Sack and . 8 
Water; but if the Matter have contisued long, Par 
to go to an expert Surgeon for Help. In his FI, 5 
82d Chapter, he ſpeaks of oo forts of Burning, ¶ gut 


the One by Fire, and the Other by a Woman 
thro 
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thro car nal Copulation, and refers the Perſon 
that is Burnt of a Harlat to another Chapter 
of his for Advice, what to do, yf he get 4 
Dorſer or two, ſo called from its Protuberancy 
or bunching out: For I find about that Time 
the Word Bubo was moſtly made uſe of, to 
ſignify that fort of Swelling which uſually hap- 
pens in peſtilential Diſeaſes. 
From hence it appears, the Burning, by its 
Conſequents, was Venereal, ſince every Day's 
Experience makes it evident, that the ill Treat- 
ment of the firſt Symptoms of the Diſeaſe, 
either by aſtringent Medicines, or the removing 
them by cooling and healing the excoriated 
Parts, will generally be attended with ſuch 
Swellings in the Groin, which we rarely obſerve 
to happen from any other Cauſe whatſoever. 
I ſhall give a few more Inſtances of this 
Diſeaſe being call'd the Burning, and conclude. 
In a Manuſcript I have of the Vocation of 
Jobn Bale to the Biſhoprick of. Offory in 
Ireland, written by bimſelf, he ſpeaks of Dr. 
Hugh Weſton (who was Dean of Windjer in 
1556. but deprived by Cardinal Pole for Adul- 
tery) as follows, At this Day is lecherous 
* Weſton, who is more practiſed in the Art of 
BgBrech- Burning than all the Whores of the 
Stews, And again, ſpeaking of the ſame 
Perſon, he ſays, He not long ago brent a 
* Bezgar in St. Botolph's Pariſh. The fame 
Author ſays of him elſewhere, © He had been 
N a 
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&« fore Bitten with a Wincheſter Gooſe, and was 
not yet healed thereof; which was a common 
Phraſe for the Pox at that Time, becauſe the Sexy 
'were under the Juriſdiction of the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter. Mich, Wood, in his Ep:/tle before 
Stephen Gardiner's Oration de vera Obedientia, 
printed at Rhoan, 1553. gives another Evidence 
of the Burning. And William Bullein, a 
Phyſician in the Reign of Queen Eliz. in a Book 
be publiſh'd, call'd The Bulwark of Defence, &e. 
printed in 1562. bringing in SzcAneſs demanding 
of Health what he ſhould do with a Diſeaſe 
call'd the French Pockes, Health anſwers, ©* He 
« would not that any ſhould fiſhe for this Diſeaſe, 
* or. to be bold when be is bitten to thynke thereby 
e to be helped, but rather to eſchewe the Cauſe of 
« thys Infirmity, and filthy rotten Burning of 
« Harlots. 
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A Second Letter on the ſame Subject 
to WILLIAM WAGSTAFFE, M. D. 
STR, 
EFORE I engage farther, in proving 
that the Venereal Diſeaſe, when it came 
to be confirmed, was frequently known 2 
us ſome hundreds of Years before the Siege o 
Naples: I ſhall endeavour to refute the Opinion 
of thoſe Perſons, who believe it to have had 
its Riſe there, if any ſuch ſhall remain. True 
indeed it is, that there have not been wanting 
ſeveral modern Authors, who have aſſerted it; 
but I determine to make it appear to be an Error 
as inconſiderately, and haſtily received, as ſtarted 
by ſome Chimerical Author; who, becauſe 
ſeveral Writers about that time, obſcrving the 
Diſeaſe to begin in the Pudenda, ſeparated it 
from another, with which it was before con- 
tounded, muſt likewiſe take upon him to aſſert 
its being a new Diſtemper, and to aſſign a certain 
1 Time 
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Time and Place for its Riſe. Now one might 
with all the Reaſon in the World expect, that 
if the Diſeaſe had its Original there, it muſt 
have been ſo certainly and infallibly known, 
that there could have been no doubtful or un- 
certain Qpinions about it, but that the Phy ficians, 
who reſided in or near the Place, and thoſe 
more eſpecially, who intereſted themſelves ſo 
far as to write of it, muſt have, all of them to 
a Man, agreed upon the Certainty of a thing, 
the Knowledge of the Truth of which was 
ſo eaſily attainable. But on the contrary, 
Nicholas Leonicenus, who was the firit Italian 
Phyſician, that wrote of this Diſeaſe, and who 
lived at the very time, when Naples was beſieged, 
is ſo far from acknowledging it to have had its 
, Riſe there, from the French Soldiers Converiation 
with the Talian Women, and ſo little did he 
know of its true Cauſe, that he does not allow 
it to be the Conſequent of impure Embraces. 
About this time it was likewiſe, that Pope 
Alexander the VIth engaged Gaſpar Torella to 
write of this Diſtemper. This Pope was in 
League with Alphonſus King of Naples, againſt 
Charles VIII. King of France, to prevent his 
paſſing thro' Tay, when he went to beſiege 
Naples; yet this Author is fo far from allowing 
it to have had its Original tbęre, that he tells us, 
the Aſtrologers were of opinion, that it proceeded 
from I know not what particular Conſtellations. 
Nor does Sebaſtianus Aquilanus, who Ker af 
ene x oe 
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that time, allow it to be any other than an anci- 
ent Diſeaſe ; or Antonius Scanarolius, who wrote 
in 1498, which was but 4 or 5 Years after that 
Siege. Nor do ſeveral other Authors, then 
living, ſay one Word about this Neapolitan 
Story. But it ſeems Ulricus de Hutten, a 
German Kt. no Phyſician, poſitively affirms 
this Diſeaſe to have had its Riſe there ; but how 
he ſhould come to know this, who'lived at 
ſuch a diſtance from the Place, and they, who 
were Phyſicians reſiding as it were upon the 
Spot, be ignorant of it, will be as much credited, 
as his following inconſiſtent Relation, which 
will ſufficiently prove, how little care he took 


to be appriſed of the Truth of what he wrote 
This very Author tells us, the Diſeaſe was un- 


known till the Year 1493, or thereabouts ; that 
he himſelf had it, when he was a Child, and ſo 
conſequently that it was hereditay, or from the 
Nurſe. He wrote his Book of this Diſtemper at 
Mentz, where it was printed by Jobn Scheffer in 
4 to, 1519. Nov if we allow him to be but 27 
Vears of Age, when he wrote, (for he cannot be 
ſuppos'd to be leſs, who before this took upon him 
to cure his Father of the Venereal Diſeaſe, without 
the Aſſiſtance of any Phyſician or Surgeon,) 
he muſt have, had the Diſtemper upon him, 


according to his own Account, before ever it 


was in being, Thus we may ſee, how Perſons 
may be impos'd upon by a haſty and inconſiſtent 
Writer, no way qualified for ſuch an Under- 


taking 
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taking, and greedily receive in Falſhoods inſtead 
of Truths, if they will not be at the Pains of 
conſulting the Original Writings of our Pre- 
deceſſors, the only ſure Method of overthrowing 
fuch chimerical and imaginary Notions. 

I have in my former Letters, to Dr. Doug- 
L Ass, ſufficiently I think proved that the fir 
Degree of the Venereal Diſeaſe was very com- 
mon among us ſome hundreds of Years before it 
is commonly faid to have been known in Europe; 
there will be no Reaſon tor any body to con- 
ceive we were at that time in any meaſure Stran- 
gers to it, when it came to be confirmed; 
more eſpecially, when we conſider the Methods 
of Treatment in thoſe Times, which. conſiſting 
principally in topical Applications, many of 
their Patients could not poſſibly eſcape baving 
it confirmed on them. Now when it was in 
this confirmed State, the Writers of thoſe early 
times looked upon it as an entirely new Diſeaſe, 
and not a Conſequent of Any Evil before con- 
tracted, becauſe they were not appriſed, that the 
fr/ Symptoms being removed, and the Diſeaſe 
to Appearance cured, it ſhould afterwards diſco- 
ver it ſelf in ſuch a manner, as ſhould not ſeem 
to have. the leaſt Analogy with the Symptoms, 
that firſt attack d a part which had been for a 
conſiderable time free from any Misfortune. 
But becauſe the Symptoms are the only true 
Characteriſticks, whereby we are infallibly able 


to know one Diſcaſe from another, it may be 
expected, 
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expected, that I produce ſufficient Authorities 
d || to demonſtrate they were all of them known 
fand deſcribed by ancient Phyſical and Chirur- 
- | gical Writers, juſt as they appear to be in the 

Venereal Diſeaſe at this Day, if I would prove 

that Diſeaſe to be of a much more ancient 
Date, than is generally thought; and if I do 
; this, I cannot but think it will be ſatisfactory, 
] fince we can have no other way of coming to a 
t Knowledge of any one Diſtemper, than by its 
3 | Symptoms. The Method of laying down the 
exact Succeſſion of them, will be impoſſible to 
be reduced to any certain and infallible Rule, 
there being ſo great a Variety of Cauſes, that 
obſtruct ſuch a Regularity; for which Reaſon, 
I ſhall take notice of them in ſuch Order as they 
moſt generally appear, which was upon no ac- 
count to be expected from our antient Writers, 
inſomuch as they mention every particular 
Symptom by it ſelf, not knowing but that th 
were independent of each other, and that — 
of them was a diſtinct Diſeaſe. However, the 
proving theſe Symptoms were in being in theſe 
early times, will be as ſtrong an Argument to 
prove the Antiquity of this Diſtemper, as if 
| they had been regiſter'd in the moſt exact Order 
| of Succeſſion, becauſe we ſhall, upon the ſtricteſt 
| Examination, find they are peculiar to the 

Venereal Malady only. I have, I hope, ſuffi- 
ciently made it appear in my former Letter, that 

I the fir Degree of this Diſeaſe was anciently 


known 
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known among us by the name of Brening, or 
Burning; and that it was the ſame Thing with 
what we now call a Clap, The Symptoms, 
which are- uſually its Concomitants, are the 
 Phymoſis, and Parahphymojis, both which are 
accurately deſcribed, and proper Remedies for 
them ſet down by Jobn Arden, Eſq; in another 
Manuſcript of his, curiouſly written upon 
Vellum, and beautifully illuminated. The 
imprudent Method of Cure of this irt Degree 
of the Venereal Malady, is ſometimes attended 
with a Caruncle in the Urethbra, which was a 
Diſeaſe very common among us anciently : For 
not to mention other early writers, Arden gives 


'us the Caſe of a certain Rector, who had ſuch a 


Subſtance, like a Wart, growing in the Penis, 
which he ſays frequently happens, and of another 
which had ſuch an Excreſcence as big as a /mall 
Strawberry, which (fays he) proceeded from the 
corrupted Matter remaining in the Urethra. 
And indeed there is not any. Symptom of the 
Venereal Diſeaſe, that 1 find ſo often mentioned 
as this of the Caruncle, infomuch that it ſeems 
to have been more common in thoſe early Times, 
than at this Day. But this muſt be certainly 
ewing to the ſmooth and oily Remedies they 
were continually injecting, which, by their 
relaxing and ſoftning the Fibres of the Part, 
muſt neceſſarily diſpoſe the Contexture'of ſmall 
Blood Veſlels, lodged at the bottom of the little 
Ulcerations, to fill with nutritious Juices, and 
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to extend themſelves ſo, as to form ſuch fungous 
Excreſcences; and ſo ſolicitous were they for 
removing theſe Inconveniences, that they made 
uſe of ſeveral Ways by Corroſives and other 
Methods, to accompliſh this end; and a very 
early Writer among us, has given a very me- 
thodical and curious Tract on this Subject, 
wherein he recommends the removing them by 
the medicated-· Candle, which we uſe at this Day, 
andy lays down divers other Inſtructions, in 
relation to it, which makes it probably the beſt 
Diſcourſe on this Subject, that was ever yet 
written. He takes notice of: thoſe contumaciouss, 
Ulcers, which happen upon the Glans and cho 
neighbouring Parts, which we now call Sen- 
ers; and the great Trouble our ancient Authors 
found in attempting their Cure, ſufficiently diſ- 
cover them to have had their Original from a 
Venereal Infection. Theſe ſeveral Sympioms 
> | of the Yenereal-Malady: our early Writers are 
1 very full in their Accounts of, and others, when 
$ the Diſaſe was in a more confirmed State, to 
which they appropriated particular Names, 
perhaps more fignificant and expreſſive than 
/ thoſe impoſed by modern Authors. Thus, the, 
I Buboes in the Groin they called Dorſers, which. 
, I have given a Reaſon tor before; and the Ve- 
11 nereal-Nodes on the Shin-Bones they termed the 
e Baon- hau, which gives us a perfect Idea, not only 
4 of the Part affected, but after what manner it 
0 was diſeaſed; for the old Engliſh Word Hawe, 
8 | O _  fignihied 
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fiznified à Swelling of any Patt. Thus for 
iaſtance, a little Swelling upon the Cornea, was 
anciently called the Faw? in the Eye; and the 
Swelling that frequently happens on the Finger, 
on one fide the Nail, was called the I Hite- Hawe, 
and after wards Mbit aw. The Praceſs this 
Author recommends, for the Cure of the Boort 
or Byne-Hawe, is by making uſe of a Plaiſter, 
which had a Hole cut in the midſt, to cir- 
cumſcribe it; and applyinga Cauſtic of unſlacked 
Lime, and black Soap incorporated together; 
which Plaiſter and Bandage were to be ſecured 
en the part 4 Hours, and longer, if that was 
not found ſufficient: After this he proceeds to 
the ſeparating the Shugh, &c. This Practice 
of his ſeems to have been found out by acci- 
dent. For he tells us, when he was a young 
Practitioner, he having applyed both the Natural 


and Artificial Arſenic to the Leg of a Man, 


who was his Patient, it ſo mortified the Fleſh, 
as ſurprized him ; but by proper Digeſtives, the 
E/char coming off, and leaving the Bone bare, 
he ſcraped it with an Inſtrument for ſeveral 
Days, and dreſt it with Incarnatives, deſigning 
to have ingendred Fleſh on it; but this proving 
unſucceſsful, he continued to ſcrape it, till he 
obſerved it move under the Inſtrument ; after 
which having ſeparated it, he found the Sore 
covered with new Fleſh, and that the Bone was 
4 Iches in length, 2 in breadth, and very thick, 
upon the Removal of which the — 
e f don 


—ͤ— — — 


(99) 


ſoon cured, Thus it's probable this Obſervatibn 
of this great Man led our Predeceſſors to prac- 


tiſe the very ſame Method; and we do at hrs 


Day in our Hoſpitals treat the Venereal Nodes on 


the Shins exactly as is here defcribed, where we 
obſerve the ſame Appearances, he ſo long before 
took notice of; and it is not in the leaſt to be 
doubted, but the Boon-Haw,and our Venereal 
Nodes are the ſame Diſeaſe. By the Appearance 
of ſome of the laſt of theſe Symptoms, we 
infallibly judge the Patient has had the Infet- 
tion upon him a conſiderable time, and that 
the Diſeaſe is making its gradual Advances, to 
the corrupting and deſtroying the whole Frame, 
of the Body. That this was the Concluſion of 
the Miſeries of thoſe Perſons, who gave them- 
ſelves up to the deceitful-Delights and Enter- 
tainments of lewd-Women, in thoſe earhy-times 
as well as now, I cannot better prove than by 
thoſe remarkable Inſtances you quoted from a 
MS. in Lincoln-Colledge, in Oxon, Viz. Novi 
enim ego Magiſter Thomas Gaſcoigne, licet 
indignus, ſacræ Theolggiæ Dodlor, qui bac ſcrigſi. 
&@ collegt, diverſos viros, qui moriui fuerunt ex 
putrefattione membrorum ſuorum genitalium, & 
corporis ſui; que corruptio & putrefattio, ut 
hi dixgrunt, cauſata fuit per exercitium cofulee . 
carnalis cum mulieribus. Magnus enim dux in 
Anglia, ſcil. J. de Gaunt, mortuus eft ex tali 
utrefatttione membrorum genitalium, & corporis 
, cauſatd per frequ :tationem mulierum. 

O 2 Magnus 
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Magnus enim fornicator fuit, ut in toto Regno 
- Angliz divulgabatur, & ante mortem ſuam jacens 
ſic inſirmus in lecto, eandem putrefactionem Regi; 
Angliæ Ricardo ſecundo ad cum idem Rex 
eundem Ducem in ſud, infirmitate viſitavit; & 
dixit mihi qui iſta novit unus fidelis ſacre Theo- 
 bogie 8 Millus etiam longe vir mbtura 
. etatis & de civitat. Londonii, mortuus eft ex tali 
putrefactione membrorum ſuorum genitalium, & 
corporis . cauſatã per copulam carnalem cum 
Mulieribus, ut ipſemet pluries confeſſus eſt ante 
mortem ſuam, quum manu ſua propria eleemoſynas 
diſtribuit, ut ego novi, anno Dni. 1430. Now 
what thoſe” Inſtances mentioned from Arden, 
or theſe from Gaſcoigns, who was then Chancel- 
lor of Oxford, could poflibly be, but Venereal- 
Cafes, would be obliged to any body to inform 
me. Certain it is, no Diſeaſe was ever known 
to be gotten by the carnal Converſation of Wo- 
men, which firſt attacked the Genitals, cauſing 
a Corruption and Putrefaction of them, and 
aftetward of the whole Frame of the Body, 
but that which is Yenereal. For nothing is 
more commonly known at this Day, than that 
after the Venereal-Engagement with an impure 
Woman, the Penis is the Part where the Stene 
is firſt laid for the ſucceeding Tragical Appearan- 
ces; and there, and in the Neighbouring Parts, 
do the Symptoms of the Diſeaſe; as its Retainers, 
always firſt aſſemble, till the malignant Poiſon 
taints the Blood and c- Her Juices; which being 
e . convey d 
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| convey'd over the whole Frame ofa human. 


Fabric, if not check d, ſoon brings about its 


total Corruption. 
We do not indeed find the Diſeaſe mentioned 


by Gaſcoigne, was diſtinguiſh'd by any particular 
Name: But great Numbers muſt unavoid- 
ably die of the Yenereal-Malady at that time, 
from the imꝑerfect Knowledge of thoſe who 


had the Treatment of the firſt Degrees of it. It 


muſt neceſſarily follow, therefore, that when the 
whole Frame of the Body had receiv'd a Taint 


from the Ventreal-Poiſen, ſo as to occaſion its 
breaking: out in Scabs and Ulcers, almoſt all over 


its Surface, it muſt generally be called by the 


Name of ſome particular Diſeaſe, whoſe Ap- 


pearances had ſomewhat of an Affinity to it. 
Now if we examine the Nature of all he 


Diſeaſes, that attack the Human Body, w 


ſhall not find the Yenereal-Malady, when! ir 


arrives at this State, to bear a greater Similitude 


to any than the. Leproſy, as it is deſcribed by 
the Ancients: Nay, ſo great was the Analogy 
betwixt theſe Diſeaſes ſuppoſed to be, that 
Sebaſtianus Aquilanus has endeavoured to prove 
from Galen, Avicen, Pliny, &c. that the Pox 


is only one Species of the Leproſy; and Jacobus 


Cataneus, a Writer almoſt as early as the, Riſe 
of the Name of the Pox, tells us, 'tis not only 
poſſible, there may. be a Tranſition from one cf 


theſe Diſeaſes into the other; but that he ſaw 


two Perſons in whom the Pox was changed into 
the' 
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the Leproſy : That is, from having great Pocks 
or Puſtuks on the Surface of their Bodies, from 
whence the Pox is denominated, to have be- 
.come Ulcerous or Scabby. This particular State 
of the Diſeaſe anciently put the Surgeons to a 
great deal of Trouble: For they finding that 
theſe Ulcers were of a very contumacious and 
rebellious Nature, were obliged to make uſe of 
great Numbers of Remedies, in order to conquer 
the evil | Diſpoſition of them. But they 
obſerved. that all of them were uſeleſs, unleſs 


Mercury was joined with them. Now the 


drefling each particular Ulcer being ſo very 
tedious, they ordered the Patients to daub the 
Ointments over the Parts which were ulcerated ; 
which done, they were wrapt in Linnen Cloths 
till the next drefling : But after a few Days they 
were extreamly ſurpriſed, to find their Mouths 
began to be fore, and that they ſpit very pro- 
fuſely; but they tell us to their Aſtoniſhment, 
that in a little time the Sores became healed, 
and the Patients cured. And by this Accident 
it was the Method of Salvating by Unction 
was firſt .diſcover'd, which is in ſo much uſe 
among us at this Day, From theſe and ſome 
other Inſtances I have given of the Induſtry and 
Application of our Predeceſſors, and with what 
Sagacity they applied every accidental Hint, 
to the relieying their diſtreſſed Fellow-Creatures 
from the Misfortunes they laboured under ; we 
_ ought to be led to the higheſt Eſteem and Ve- 
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neration of them; and ſo much the more moſt 
certainly foraſmuch as they were principally 
our own Country-Men, who, I can prove, not 
only from ſeveral Perſons coming from Foreign- 
Parts to be cured of their Diſeaſes here, but for 
other Reaſons, that they excelled moſt of their 
Cotemporaries in the Divine Art of Healing. 
Now altho' thoſe Foreign- Authorities, J before 
mentioned, might be looked upon as ſufficient 
to convince any one, how our Anceſtors blended 
theſe two Diſeaſes together; yet I ſhall prove 
from our own Writers, long before thoſe, that 
altho' the Pox was not only among us, but in 
diſtant Nations, anciently confounded with the 
Leproſy ; yet, ſo exact were our Writers in their 
Obſervations of the Infectious Nature of one 
Species of that Diſeaſe, and deſcribing the 
Symptoms, as was ſufficient to lead any Perſon 
to the diſtinguiſhing between them, fo as to 
ſeparate one Diſeaſe from the other, I ſhall 
therefore firſt enquire into the manner how the 
Leproſy was ſometimes ſaid to be gotten in thoſe 


Fearly Times, and then examine the Symptoms 


of the Diſeaſe, that attacked the Patient. Jahn 
Gadiſden, a very learned and famous Engli/h 
Phyſician, who flouriſhed about 1340, in an 
excellent Work of his, he entitles Rœſa Anglica, 
ſpeaking de Infectione ex Coitu Leproſi, ve! Leproſæ, 
bys as follows, Primo notandum quod ille qui 
imet de excoriatione & arſura Virgæ poſt coitum 


( 104 ) 
cum urina propria, & nibil mali habebit ; and in 
another Place ſpeaking de Ulcere Virge, he ſays, 
Sed fi quis vult membrum ab omni corruptione 
ſervare, cum a Muliere recedit, quam forte habet 
ſuſpetam. de immunditie, lavet illud cum aqua 
Irigida mixta cum aceto, vel urina propria, intra 


vel extra preputium. He likewile ſpeaking ſtill of 


the Leproſy, recommends a Decoction of Plantain 
and Roſes in Wine, to be made uſe of by the 
Woman immediately after the Yenereal-Encoun- 
ter; upon which he tells us ſhe will be ſecure, 
From hence it is evident ſome of their Leprous 


Women (as, they call'd them) were capable of 


communicating an infectious Malady to thoſe 
that had carnal Converſation with them ; which 
roves, the Pudenda of the Women muſt be 
diſeaſed, for as much as we are abſolutely aſſu- 
red Infections of that Nature only happen 
when a ſound Part comes to an immediate 
Contat᷑t with a diſeaſed one; for the Symptoms 
always firſt diſplay themſelves in thoſe Parts, 
thro' which the Virulency is firſt conveyed, 
Now in a true Leproſy we never meet with the 
mention of any Diſorder in thoſe Parts, 
which, if there be not, muſt abſolutely ſecure 
the Perſon from having that Diſeaſe communi- 
cated to him by Coition with Leprous-Women ; 
but it proves there was a Difeaſe among 
them, which was not the Leproſy altho' it went 
by that Name; and that this could be no other 
than Yenereal, becauſe it was infęctious; for 
3 3% ĩ ·¹ one 


e „ Vu . 


IJ: 


6105) 
there is no other Diſeaſe that is capable of 
being communicated this way but the Venereal- 
Diſeaſe, ſeeing the Pudenda are only in that 
Diſtemper fo diſeaſed as to become capable of 
communicating their Contagion. I find the 
learned Gz/bertus Anglicus, who flouriſhed about 
1360, reaſoning concerning the manner how 
it is poſſible a Man ſhould be infected by a 
Leprous-Woman ; where if we allow him to 
call the Malignant Matter, which is lodged 
in the Vagina [the Womans ſeed] we ſhall find 
he acurately deſcribes the very firſt Venereal- 
Infection, by part of the virulent Matters being 
received into the Urethra; from whence by the 


Communication of the Veins and Arterzes, it is 


conveyed into the whole Body, after which 
(Jays he) enſues its total Corruption. Let us 
now examine the Symptoms of one ſort of 
their Leproſy, for it muſt be neceſſarily divided 
into different Species, when another Diſtemper 


was blended with it, in which we obſerve ſuch 


a diverfity of appearances; and this I ſhall the 
rather do in this Place, becauſe it will furniſh us 
with the next Succeſſion of Symptoms after 
thoſe already mentioned, as the Venereal· Ogænas, 
the Ulcers of the Throat, the Hoarſneſs, the 


proof of its being communicable from the Nurſe 


to the Child, by Hereditary-ſucceſion, &c. All 
which we find to be true in the Yeneregal- 
Diſeaſe at. this Day. , Our Country-Man Bar- 
tholtmew Glanvile, mo flouriſhed about 1360, 
wh *F 


(6106) 
in his Book de Proprietatibus Rerum, tranſlated 
by Jobn Treviſa Vicar of Barkley in 1398, tells 
us, ſome Leprous-Perſons have redde Pymples and 
Whelkes in the Face, out of whom oftene runne 
Blood and Matter: In fuch the Noſes ſipellen and 
ben grete, the virtue of ſmellynge falyth, and the 
Brethe flynkyth ryght fowle. In another place he 
ſpeaksof unciene ſpotyd glemy and quyttery, the Noſe- 
 thrilles ben ſlopyl, the waſon of the Voys is rough, 
and the Voys is horſe and the Heere falls. Among 
ths Cauſes of this fort of Leproſy, he' reckons 
lying in the Sheets after them, eaſing Nature 
after them; and others which the firſt Writers 
on the Pox looked upon to be capable of com- 


municating that Contagion : Alfo, Jays he, it 


 comyth of fleſhly Iykeng by a Woman, after that 
a Leprous-Man hathe laye by her; alſo it 
comyth of Fader and Moder; ann fo thys Conta- 
gyon paſſytb into the Chylde as it ware 

Laue of Herytage. And alſo when 


a Chylde is fedde wyth corrupt Mylke 


of 4 Leprous Nouryce. He adds, by what 
ever Cauſe it comes, you are not to hope for Cure 
if it be confyrmyd; but it may be ſomewhat hidde 
and lett that it diſtroye fo ſoone. Thus we ſee 
how our Author, under the Name of one Species 
of the Leproſy, gives a Summary of the Symp- 
toms of the Pox, and the ſeveral ways whereby 
It is at this time communicated. Now when 
theſe tuo + Diſeaſes were anciently blended 
together, and paſſed under the Name of the 

1 Leproſ 
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Leproſy only, it muſt be the real Cauſe why 
that Diſeaſe ſeemed to be ſo rife formerly; for 
tuo Diſtempers paſſing under ne Name muſt 


| neceſſarily make it more taken notice of and 


much more frequent; not but that much the 

eater Number of thoſe who were formerly 
ſaid to be Leprous were really Venereal, ſeems 
to be very evident; for fince that Diſeaſẽ has 
been ſeparated from the Leproſy, it has drawn 


off ſuch vaſt Numbers, that the Leproſy is 


become as it were a perfect Stranger to us. 


Thoſe who are acquainted with our Engliſh Hiſ- 
tory well know the great Proviſion which was 
anciently made throughout all England for 
Leprous-Perſons, inſomuch that there was 
ſcarce a conſiderable Town among us but had 
a Lazar-Houſe for ſuch diſeaſed, In a Re- 
giſter which belonged to one of theſe Houſes, 
I find there were in Hen. the VIIIth's time 
6 of them near London, (viz,) at Kuigbt's-Bridge, 
Hammerſmith, Highgate, Kingſland, the Lock, 
and at Mile-end, but about 40 Years before I 
find but 4 mentioned; and In 1452 in the 
Will of Ralpb Holland, Merchant-Taylor, 
regiſtred in the Prerogative Office, mention is 
made but of z, which, with his Legacies to 
them, are as follow. Item lego Leproſis de'Lokes, 
extra ' Barram Sti Georgi: 20s. lem lego 
Leprofis de Hackenay (which is that at King ſſand) 
20s. - Item lego Leprofis Sti Egidii extra Barram 
d& Holborn 40s, from which it is warth while 
COSI PA to 
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to note, that the Lock beyond St, Georges 
Church, and that at King/and, are at this time 
applyed to no other uſe than for the Entertain- 
ment and Cure of ſuch as have the Venereal- 

Malady. Some of our learned Antiquaries 

have been much concerned to know the Cauſe 

why the Leproſy ſhou'd be ſo common in thoſe 
early times, and fo little known among us now: 

But I believe the Reaſon will be impoſſible to 

be aſſigned, unleſs - we allow, according to the 
Proofs which I- have already brought, that the 
Venereal-Diſeaſs was ſo blended with it, as to 

make up the Number of the diſeaſed. It ſeems 
to have been the fame thing with them in 

France as with us: For Mezeray tells us, that 

the Houſe of the Fathers of the Miſion of 

St. Lazarus, was formerly an Hoſp1tal for 

Leprous-People, but that Diſeaſe being ceaſed 

in this laſt Age (ſince the Pox has been ſeparated 

from it) theſe Lazar-Houſes have been con- 

verted to other Uſes; and it may not be perhaps 

foreign to my purpoſe to take notice that the 
Writ de Leproſo amovendo contained in the 
| Regiſter of Writs was (according to Coke upon 
Littleton) to prevent Leprous Perſons aſſociating 
themſelves- with their Neighbours, who appear 
to be ſo by their Voice and their Sores; and 
the Putrefaction of their Fleſh; and by the 
Smell of - them. Well then, let us examine 
what Method was to be taken to prevent t bis 
. Noyſom and filthy Diſtemper, . the yi 
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why truly that which would infallibly ptevent 
their getting the Pox after the uſual Method, 
and that was Caſtration, It is certain that 


Eunuchs are rarely or never troubled with the. 


Leproſy, according to Monfieur le Preftre, a 
Councellor in the Parliament of Paris, who 
has theſe Words, Antipathia vero Elephantiafis 
veneno refiftit: Hine Eunuchi & quicungue ſunt 
mollis, frigidæ & effeminate natur nunguam 


aut raro Lepra corripiuntur, & guidem quibus 


imminet Lebræ periculum de confilio medicorum 


ibi virilia amputare permittitur. (Cent. 1. Cap. 


6. de Separatione ex cauſa Luis Venerea.) And 


 Mezeray ſays, he has read in the Life of Philip 


the Auguſt, that ſome Men had ſuch Appre- 
henſions of the Leproſy, (that ſhameful and 
naſty Diſtemper) that to preſerve themſelves 
from it, they made themſelves Eunucbs. Now 
it is highly probable that thoſe Perſons who 
ſubmitted to ſuch a painful Operation, having. 
before obſerved, that thoſe who gave themſelves 
up to a free and unreſtrained uſe of Women, 
fell at length under ſuch unhappy circumſtances; 
and fo found the only meaſures to preſerve 
themſelves from it was to be diſabled for ſuch 
engagements, which ſufficiently proves this 
Species of the Leproſy was infectious; and for 
the reaſons, before aſſigned could be no other 
than Yenereal ; for how the true Lepreſy ſhould 
be prevented by ſuch means will be, 1 believe, 
impoſſible for any Perſon to determine. T ere 
yet xemaing one very conſiderable Symptom of 

the 
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the Yenereal-Malady for me to take notice of, 
becauſe it is looked upon to be the moſt re- 
markable in that Diſeaſe, which, is the falling 


of the Noſe; but ſince it has been already 


proved, that this Diſeaſe when it had arrived to 
ſacn a pitch as to diſcover it ſelf by thoſe direful 
Symptoms, as are the immediate forerunners of 
this, was by the Ancients confounded with the 
Leproſy, and called by that Name, it muſt be 
among the Symptoms of that Diſeaſe we are 
the moſt likely to meet with it, if any ſuch 
thing as the falling of the Noſe was known 
among them. Now the moſt likely Method 
of coming to a certain Knowledge of the 
Infallible Symptoms of the Leproſy of the 
Ancients in its more confirmed State, is to con- 
ſult the Examinations thoſe unhappy Perſons 
were obliged to undergo, before they were de- 
barred the Converfation of Human Society, and 
committed to cloſe confinement : But this being 
a thing ſome Ages fince laid aſide, no Author 


that I know of having the particular Hiſtory of 


it, I ſhall do it as briefly as I can from what 
Remains I have met with in Records, and other 
ſcattered Papers. Firſt then, after the Perſons 
appointed to examine the Diſeaſed had com- 
forted them, by telling them this Diſtemper 
might prove a Spiritual Advantage; and if 
they were found to be Leprous, it was to be 
oled upon as their Purgatory in this World; 
and altho' they were denied the World, they 
were choſen of God: the Perſon was * to 
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fear to anſwer truly to il ſuch Queſtions 8 
they ſhould be aſked; but the Examiners were 


very cautious in their Inquiries, leſt a Perſon who 


was not really Leprous ſhould be committed, 


which they looked upon to be an almoſt un- 


pardonable Crime: They conſidered the Signs 


as Uni vocal, which properly ' belonged to that 


Diſeaſe, or Equi vocal, which might belong to 
another, and did not, upon the appearance of 
one or uo Signs, determine the Perſon: to be a 
Lazar ; and this I find to be the Caſe of the 
Wife of Jobn Nightingale Eſq; of Brentwood 
in Eſſex, who in the Reign of Edu. the IVth, 
An. 1468, being reported to be a Lazare, and 
and that ſhe did converſe and communicate 
with Perſons in public and private Places, and 
not (according to cuſtom) retire herſelf, but 
refuſed ſo to do, was accordingly examined b 


William Hattecliſt, Roger Marcall, and Domini- 


cus de Serego the Kings Phyſicians; but they 
upon ſtrict Inquiry adjudged her not to be Le- 


prous, by reaſon the Appearances of the Diſeaſe 


were not ſufficient: Some of the Queſtions put 


to the Leprous-Perſons, which will more fully 


confirm what I have before advanced, I ſhall 
how give as I tranſcribed them from an Ancient 
Book of Surgery, yf there were any of his lygnage 
that he knew to be Lazares and eſpecially tbeir 
Faders and Moders; for by any other of their 
Kynred they ought not to be Lazares, then ought 
ye to enquire yf he hath had the Company of any 
tepreſs Woman, and yf any Lazare had medled 

; with 
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with ber afore him; and 2 becauſe of the 
infett matter and contagy 2500 Fry ſhe had 
received of him. A0 be wyde out- 
ward, narrow with pay —_ Alſo of bi 
tips and ummes are foul ſlynking and cor 
A y his voice be horſe, and as «be þ aketh in 
the no. Now the Signs which are here men- 
tioned, were looked upon to be Univeca/: And 
theſe were they who made the Examiners prin- 
cipally determine the Perſons to be Leprous ; 
but what [Determinations any one would im- 
mecdately give from ſuch Symptoms now, no 
Perſon is ſurely ignorant of. But even theſe 
certain appearances would not always ſatisfy 
Ffome Perſons, if we may believe Fælix Platenus 
in his Medicinal and Chirurgical Obſervations, 
Lib. z. who tells us, ſome aid not look upon 
them to be ſo, till they had an horrible aſpect, 
were hoarſe and Noe fell. Likewiſe in the 
Examen Leproforum printed in the De Chirur- 
gia Scriptores Optimi, the Author ſpeaking of 
the Signs of the Leproſy relating to the Noſe, 
begins thus, 57 nares exterius ſecundum exterio- 
rem purtem ingroſſentur, & interius conſtringantur, 
& coarFentur, ſecundo „ xg et cartilaginisin 
medio cor oo, et  caſus iſicat 
— Lg And Lind befo Gy arab 700 
Gadiſden in his Chapter de Lepra ſays. as has 
Signa confirmationis etiam. incurabiliter ſunt 
corrofio.. cartilagints que i inter foramina & 
caſus ejuſdem. Thus, Sir, have I proved we hac 


a Diſtemper amongus dme hundreds of Ye: 
befor 
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before the Venereal- Diſcaſe is ſaid to have been 
known in Europe, which was called the Burn- 
ing; that this Burning was Infectiaus, and that 
it was the firſt Degree of the YVenereal Diſeaſe ; 
that this being common at that time, from their 
Method of Treatment ; the Pox muſt be un- 
avoidable: That it had exactly the ſame Ap- 
arances it has now, altho they were. generally 
called by different Names, that the Ancients 
confounded it with the Leproſy ; that the vaſt 
Numbers of Leprous- People among us, before 
the Venereal-Diſenſe was ſeparated from it; and 
the ſmall Number we obſerve. at this Time, 
is a flagrant Proof of the former ; that in de- 
ſcribing the Symptoms of the Leproſy, they give 
us thoſe of the YVenereal Malady ; and, by men- 
tioning how it is communicated, they deſcribe 


the Ways by which the Pox is gotten at this 


Day; that ſuch Remedies were by them re- 
commended to prevent the fir/t Attack of the 
Leproſy, as are at this Time in Uſe to prevent 
the ft Symptoms of the Pox ; and that the 
falling of the Noe, which has been looked upon 
to be the moſt remarkable Symptom of the 
Venereal- Diſeaſe, was commonly obſerved. in 
what they call the Leproſy in former Ages. 


1 am, | Sir, | 
London, » Tours, &. | 
1790", . Wirk Beckett. 
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NuwBER IV. 
* 
Third L E T T E. * 
F 0 


Dr HALL ET. 
Aſtronomer Royal, and F.R.S 


* EA 


Was of Opinion -that ive I had faid in 
my two former Letters, had been fo full 
and ſatisfactory, that I ſhould have had no oc- 


caſion to have given my. ſelf or any body elſe, 


any farther trouble upon this Head: But for 
as much as I find there have been two Objec- 
tions made againſt what I have advanced by 
one or two learned Gentlemen, I ſhall take 
upon me to anſwer. them, and endeavour to 
prove they do not in the leaſt invalidate-the 
Authorities I before, produced, The firſt is, 
that the Yenerecal Diſeaſe ſo well known among 


us now, and the Leproſy of former Ages, could 


pot be the ſame Diſcaley, becauſe the e Leproſy 


2 1 _ - ' " — Y ah a 


is not to be conquered by Salivation, which 
the other generally very readily yi: Ids to. In 
anſwer to this, I am to obſerve; that the Le- 
proſy, which we have among us at this time, 
affects only the Surface of the Body, the Skin 
generally appears ſcaley, with a certain deep 
red Colour, or {mall Sores upon removing the 
Scales, and ſometimes a Scabbineſs, with a 
Redneſs of the Skin, which affects different 
parts of the Body, 1 have known both the 
Cheeks only affected, both the Arms for the 
breadth of the Palm of the Hand, ſometimes 
the Breaſt, the Legs, and other Parts ; but 
this may continue upon the Patient, during 
his Life, as it frequently does, and never make 
any farther Progreſs ; which ſhews it to be a 
cuticular Diſeaſe: In theſe Caſes upon Salivat- 
ing the Patients, the Scales generally fall off, 
the Redneſs diſappears, and the Cure ſhall ſeem 
to be compleated; but in a Month or two, 
the ſame Inconveniencies generally attend them 
as before. But one ought not to conclude, 
that becauſe our Leproſy will but rarely be 
cured by Salivation, and the Pox generally 
will, that many of thoſe Perſons the Ancients 
Jud ged to be Leprous, were not really YVenereal; 
for their Leproſy, as they called it, was a quite 
different Diſeaſe from ours. Had there been 
any Proof brought that Perſons had been Sali- 
vated in their Leprofy, and failed of Cure, it 
would have determined 'the Caſe ; but on the 
* we are aſſured by che learned Dr | 
Q 2 . Pitcairn, 
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Pitcairn, in his Diſſertation concerning the 
Ingreſs of the Lues Venerea, That the Leproſy, 
before the Neapolitan Diſeaſe was talked of, 
was cured by Mercury, and now ſince it 
changed it's Name, it is no longer heard of. 
Thus we find that their Leproſy and our 
Yenereal Diſeaſe would be cured by the fame 
Method, . but their Leproſy and ours, being 
abſolutely different Diſeaſes, we by no means 
ought to expect the Succeſs, from the fame 
Proceſs of Cure, ſhould be the ſame. I dare 
be poſitive that no body ever obſerved our Le- 
proſy to be attended with falling of the Hair, 
hoarſeneſs of the Voice, the Patient ſpeaking 
as though he ſpoke through the Noſe, Con- 
ſumption of the Flefh, Ulcers all over the 
Body, Corruption of the fleſhy Parts, and of 
the Bones themſelves, filthy Ulcers of the 
Throat, Corroſion and falling of the Noſe, 
all which are reckoned as Symptoms of their 
Leproſy ; on the contrary, ours is a mild and al- 
moſt inoffenfive Diſeaſe, which a Perſon may 
be affected with during his Life, and never 
become worſe; whereas the other by diſplay- 
ing it ſelf under the Symptoms before enu- 
merated, brings the Patient to the nioſt miſer- 
able End; beſides this, their Diſeaſe was got 
by Coition as their Authors aſſure us, but in 
our Leproſy, a diſeaſed Huſband may cohabit 
with his Wife as long as he lives, and he ſhall 
never be able either by Coition, or the im- 
mediate Contact of the diſeaſed Parts with 
V thoſe 
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thoſe that are ſound, to communicate any 
Evil. Had what our Predeceſſors called the 
Leproſy been the ſame Diſeaſe we call by that 
Name now, they had not been ſo ſolicitous of 
making ſuch large Proviſion for them, or 
ſhutting them up from Humane Society ; for 
one of our Leprous Perſons might have been 
among them, and no body have known he 
laboured under any Infirmity at all. From 
hence it is evident the Diſeaſe ſo common a- 


mong them, was entirely different from our 


Leproſy, the Appearances of which bear no 
manner of Analogy with the former. Tis 
from the Symptoms of the Diſeaſe, and the 
manner of it's being received, that we general- 
ly know one Diſeaſe from another; but the 
Symptoms of moſt of their Leprous Perſons, 


and the manner whereby the Diſeaſe was 
gotten, will be. found in no other Diſeaſe that 


attacks the human Body, but in the Venereal 
Diſeaſe only; for here they ſo exactly agree, 
that we muſt in a manner do violence to our 
own Reaſon, if we deny them to be the fame. I 
roceed now to anſwer the ſecond Objection, 
which indeed was long ago falſly aſſerted by 
Dr Fuller the Hiſtorian; which is, that the 
Leproſy was brought into England from the 
Holy War, by ſome of our Countrymen, and 
that the Diſeaſe was altogether unknown a- 
mong us before, This, as I take it, does not 
ſo immediately concern me, fince all I take 
upon me to prove is, that what They _ 
| ; the 
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the Leproſy, is not the ſame Diſeaſe we call 
by that Name now, but another. However, 
I ſhall in a few Words make it appear 
that this Objection is likewiſe groundleſs, by 
. obſerving that the firſt Engliſbmen that went 
over to the Holy War, made their firſt Voyage 
in the Year 1096, as our Hiſtorians generally 
agree, and that ſome of them returned in 
1098, two Years after that Expedition ; but 
molt certain it is, we had the Leproſy among 
us before, for W harton, de Epiſcopis Londi- 
nenſibuls, and other Hiſtorians affure us, that 
Hugo de Orivalle, one of the Biſhops of 
London, died here of the Leproſy in the Year 
1084, which proves our Countrymen did not 
bring that Diſeaſe firſt from the Holy War, 
becauſe we had it among us before. The 
account William of Malmeſbury gives of this 
Biſhop's Diſeaſe, is as follows. 1s poft paucos 
ordinationis annos in morbum incurabilem in- 
cidit. Siquidem regia Valetudo totum corpus 
ejus purulentis ulceribus occupans ad pudendum 
remedi 1 tranſmiſit: Nam credens aſſerentibus 
unicum fore 10 um 3 vaſa humorum re- 
ceptacula, verenda ſcilicet, exſecantur, non 
abnuit. Itaque & — um rarer, tulit 
Epiſcopus, & nullum invenit remedium, quoad 
vixit leproſus. Now it is highly probable, 
had this been a new Diſeaſe the Biſhop died 
of, the mention of it as ſuch would not have 
eſcaped our Hiſtorian, but on the contrary it 
ſeems to have been anciently known among us, 
becauſe 
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becauſe the Remedy made uſe of for it was ſo, 
it having been recommended by Ætius, and 
other Phyfical Writers feveral hundred Years 
before this time; and I think it is very plain 
that the cutting off the Teſticles, and with 
them the Veſſels formed for the receiving the 
Humours as expreſſed in the former Caſe, was 
by them looked upon to be of peculiar Ser- 
vice, becauſe it is probable that obſerving the 
Diſeaſe to begin in theſe and the neighbouring 
Parts, they thought the very Mzinera Morbi, 
would by this means be deſtroyed, and the 
Diſeaſe either cured, or the ſpreading of it 


prevented. 
J am, Sir, 
Yours, &c. 


WILLIAM BECKETT: 
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